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What is Sustainability?

Preserving our Quality of Life for Us and 

Future Generations



Hawthorne’s Sustainability 

Vision

Hawthorne is committed to protecting our natural resources 
while meeting the needs of the present generation without 
compromising those of future generations.

Sustainability means:

• Protecting our open spaces, and conserving our natural 
resources with waste reduction and recycling

• Promoting environmental education, and energy efficiency 
to residents and businesses alike

• Considering environmental, economic, and social impacts 
to future development 

• Improving community health and quality of life for every 
citizen 



Sustainable Jersey 

Certification Benefits

• Save Money. Get Money. –

– Since 2011, Hawthorne has been awarded $12,300

• Gain access to training, tools, and expert 

guidance.

• Get recognized. Promote your town.

• Conserve valuable resources. Protect the 

Environment.



Sustainable Jersey 

Levels

Bronze (150 points)

• 2 out of 12 priority 

actions. 

• 6 out of 19 sustainable 

categories

• Municipality has made 

a commitment to 

sustainability and 

succeeded in 

implementing 

significant first steps

Silver (350 points)

• 3 out of 12 priority 

actions. 

• 8 out of 19 sustainable 

categories

• Municipality has made 

significant progress in a 

number of categories 

toward sustainability 

and is a state-wide 

and national leader



Sustainable Jersey 

Categories

Prosperity-support your local economy and 

use community resources

– Energy Efficiency

– Food

– Local Economies

– Operations and Maintenance



Sustainable Jersey 

Categories

Planet-practice responsible environmental
management and conservation

– Animals in the Community

– Brownfields

– Green Design

– Greenhouse Gas

– Innovative Demonstration Projects

– Land Use & Transportation

– Natural Resources

– Waste Management



Sustainable Jersey 

Categeries

People-embrace social equity and fairness

– Arts & Creative Culture

– Community Partnership & Outreach

– Emergency Management & Resiliency 

– Diversity & Equity

– Health and Wellness

– Public Information & Engagement

– Sustainability & Climate Planning



Energy Efficiency

• NJ Clean Energy Program Local Gov’t Energy 

Audit Program– Hawthorne received $26,000  

• Hawthorne responsible for 25% of the costs for 

implementation of the recommendations 

($6,500)

• Energy Audit conducted for 9 facilities owned 

and operated by Hawthorne in 2010



Energy Efficiency

• Implemented Energy Saving Measures

– Lighting Upgrades – Borough Hall, 
Ambulance Corp, Pump House, DPW 
Garage, & Rescue #5 Fire Company

– Direct Digital Control Bldg Mgt System for 
Borough Hall

– Insulation for Recycling Center Building

– Motor Upgrades for Pump House

– Boiler Upgrade for Pump House & Borough 
Hall

– High Efficiency Unit Heaters for DPW Garage



Energy Efficiency

Eligible for Additional Incentives through NJCEP for 
implementation for cost-effective energy efficiency 
measures

• 2010 Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant –
received $20,000

• 2010 Direct Install Program for Lighting Upgrades –
received $30,000

• 2011 Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant –
received $50,000

Hawthorne Grand Total of $126,000 awarded  



Food 

Support Local Food 

• Farmers’ Market Hawthorne Chamber of 

Commerce

• Making Farmers Markets Accessible via 

train and bus stops within ¼ mile of market



Food 

Hawthorne’s Community Garden

Built in Spring 

2014



Food 

Okra Cotton!!!

Tomatoes, 

Cucumbers,

Peppers,

Swiss Chard

Garlic,

Beets, 

Eggplant,

Corn

2016 Donated 52 lbs. of Excess 

Produce to Hawthorne Food 

Pantry



Local Economies 

Buy Local Campaign Programs

– “Hawthorne BEE!”

– “Where’s Waldo”

– “A Taste of Hawthorne Restaurant Week”

– “Hop the Shop” 

Support Local Campaign Programs

– Council Liaison to Chamber of Commerce

– Hawthorne Economic Development Committee

– Community Events promoting local businesses 

(Hawthorne Day, Cel-Earth-Bration, etc.)



Local Economies 

Green Business Recognition Program 

– Annual June Environmental Program 

– Since June 2010, the Environmental 

Commission has recognized local businesses 

for their environmental awareness and efforts 

within the community

– Receives a Certificate of Accomplishment by 

the Mayor of Hawthorne, and Chairperson 

and Vice Chairperson of the Environmental 

Commission



Local Economies

Green Business Recognition 

Program

• 2010 – Puzo’s Restaurant – 1st Solar Panels

• 2011 – Forshay & Browning Funeral Home –

Solar Panels

• 2012 – Magic Carousel Pre-School 

• 2013 – Well Read Bookstore

• 2014 – Paul’s Volvo 

• 2015 – Home Supply & Lumber

• 2016 – Learning Tree Preschool



Innovative Demonstration 

Projects

Monarch Butterfly Garden

Louis Bay 2nd Library 

& Community Center 

Dedicated in Memory 

Patricia Hutzelman



Natural Resources

Tree & Woodlands Management 

– Community Forestry Plan & Canopy Goal

– Tree Planting Programs

– Tree Maintenance Programs

– Tree Hazard & Health Assessment Inventory 

Projects

– Tree Protection Ordinance 



Waste Management

Prescription Drug Safety & Disposal 

In 2015, the 

Borough collected 

and disposed of 

451 lbs of drugs.



Waste Management

• Hawthorne’s Recycling Center/Program

• Carpet & Foam Padding 

• Bulky Rigid Plastics

• Community Paper Shredding Day

• Backyard Composting Program 



Community Partnership & 

Outreach

• Green Team 

• Annual Cel-Earth-Bration

• Green Lecture Series – Rain Barrel Workshop, 

Organic Pest Control, Native Plants, Vegetable 

Gardening

• Education for Sustainability – K-12 Grades 

Program 

• Environmental Commission/Green Team –

Website and Facebook 

• Annual Green Fair  



Health & Wellness

• Signed Mayor’s Wellness Campaign 

Pledge of Participation in April 28, 2006

• Activities accomplished in all 

categories

– Youth in Motion

– Seniors in Motion

– Employees in Motion

– Community in Motion 



Health & Wellness

Anti-Idling Education & Enforcement 

Program 

– Posted 32 signs (Schools, NJ Transit, and 

Business District Areas)

– Anti-Idling Tagging Days

– Created Anti-Idling Educational Program for 

the Kids to Kids Program 

– Passed Anti-Idling Resolution May 2013

– Anti-Idling Tagging Day – May 2016



Sustainability Planning 

Community Asset Mapping  

Hawthorne's Green Map

– Go to Open Green Map.org 

http://www.opengreenmap.org/greenmap/hawth

orne 

– Download Green Map Mobile App



Borough of Hawthorne 

Silver Level

390 Sustainable Points

Hawthorne Continues to be 1st Town in 

Passaic County to Achieve Silver Level!!

Hawthorne is a State-wide 

and 

National leader in Sustainability



Environmental Commission/Green 

Team Members

• Mike Mariani

• Barbara/Ed McGuirk

• Robert Meier

• Hazel Pinos

• Carol Robertson

• Jack Systma

• Lisa Szegedi

• Rosanne Zagatta

• Maureen Cook

• MaryLou DiMattia

• Patty Elwood

• Cindy Frank

• Yvonne Humphries

• Rayna Laiosa

• Pat MacDonnell

• Robert Maggio

• Mary Mahon



Key Partnerships to Achieve the 

Silver Level

• Mayor and Council

• Administrator Assistant and Borough Clerk

• Business Administrator

• Hawthorne Department of Public Works

• Hawthorne Police Department

• Hawthorne Health Department 



Key Partnerships to Achieve the 

Silver Level

• Hawthorne Boys & Girls Club

• Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce

• Hawthorne Rotary Club

• Hawthorne Library Board of Trustees

• Hawthorne Planning Board



Key Partnerships to Achieve the 

Silver Level

• Hawthorne Board of Education

• Hawthorne School System

• Hawthorne Shadetree Commission

• Local Businesses 

• Rutgers Water Resource Program



Current/Future Projects

• Native Plant Project

• Holiday Buy Local Campaign

• 25th Anniversary of Cel-Earth-Bration

• Sustainable Jersey launch in January 2016 

– Gold Star in Energy 

– Gold Star in Waste



Hawthorne Achieves 

Silver Level 

Thank You All for your Support and Dedication to 

Hawthorne’s Sustainable Jersey  

Re-Certification!

Hawthorne will be recognized at the 8th Annual 

Sustainable Jersey Luncheon on November 15, 2016


