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Shade Tree Commission

BOROUGH OF HAWTHORNE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
445 LAFAYETTE AVENUE, HAWTHORNE, NEW JERSEY 07506
‘ PHONE: 427-5555 EXT. 318

May 5, 2009 Meeting Notes

Attendance: Phil Savoie (PS), Rick Hockenberry (RH), John Terry (JT),
Declan Madden (DM) and Arborist Patrick Allen (PA).

Absent: Pieter Slump (PSL), Joe Wojtecki, Council liaison.

Meeting 07:30PM-10:00PM

1. Public session (if needed).

Motion to open public portion of the meeting; PS, 2" DM. Unanimous
vote to approve opening public portion of meeting.

Two residents were in attendance:

A. Mr. Paul Giardino, 136 Grand Ave. Mr. Giardino was attending to
Jollow up on his request for either tree removal or guidance on
sidewalk replacement at his property. He was told that the Borough
Arborist would come out to perform an evaluation but that in the
mean time he could remove the sidewalk section adjacent to the tree
to make the inspection easier, as this section of the walk would have
to be removed regardless of the decision made. Follow up needed.

B. Mr. Tom Ricca, 229 Van Winkle Ave. Myr. Ricca came to inform the
Commission that signs were being stapled to the tree by his property
in reference to the upcoming repaving of Van Winkle Ave. He asked if
this was a concern to the Commission. Mr. Ricca was informed that
the Commission would look into the matter. In general, nothing is
allowed to be attached to Borough trees that can impact the health of
the tree. Commission to follow up with the contractor. The
Commission did note that the staples do not penetrate the bark in the
same manner that nails or other objects do and therefore are not as

damaging to the tree.
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No more members of the public were in attendance. Motion to close
public portion of the meeting; PS, 2™ RH. Unanimous vote to approve
closing public portion of meeting.

2. Review April 2009 meeting notes.

April 2009 meeting notes were reviewed. Motion to approve notes PS,
2" RH. Unanimous vote to approve notes.

3. Budget review.

A. 2009 Budget. Not yet presented for Council review & approval.
Public introduction date not yet known.
Mention only.

B. No new charges to history since last month that is unexplained. Small
purchase (JP's, apx. $30) by Phil for hardware for fire hydrant cap
watering system. Purchase of hose? 300 to 400 feet needed. Storage
location question.

Questions about what type of hose to purchase and where to store it.
Nylon hose was suggested due to weight and storage considerations.
The ability to use the plastic water tank and a Borough vehicle was
also discussed, with no current conclusion.

4. Old Business items.

A. Letters still to be written to residents, property owners, etc.

1 Norma Terrace. Letter dated 2/17/09. PA inspected trees. Some
further inspection/trimming to take place as needed. PS met with
residents to discuss their concerns, letter to be generated. Trees not to
be removed. Still to be finished up.

PS to write letter. PA to follow up with inspection and action as
needed; possible crown clean, hanger removals as needed.

B. General Borough planting planned for Spring '09. Washington School
completed for Arbor Day. Additional planting by Tode? PSL update.
Borst planting update, DM.
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DM-Borst to begin planting next week or so. PSL sent message that
Tode willing to plant one additional tree from Tode contract if
wanted. Washington School planting for 2009 Arbor Day complete.
Discussion of consideration to have Tode plant additional trees with
this extra tree from this year’s (2009) budget. Motion to appropriate
up to $1500.00 for additional planting by Tode Landscaping; PS, 7%
DM. Unanimous vote to approve expenditure of money for additional

plantings.

C. Ordinance Committee. Update, PSL & PS. Spoke with Borough
Attorney M.Pasquale. Action needed now, only small changes to be
considered at this time. Additional updates in future. Discussion.
Proposals:
1. 2 alternates added to Chapter 54.
2. Chapter 174 additions:
A. $100 replacement cost in approved removals section to go to
$500.
B. Addition of language to incorporate ANSI A300 & Z133
standards into arboricultural work practices within the Borough.
C. Language to address who enforces Borough Code: code
enforcement officer, arborist, shade tree commissioners and
police officers.
D.

Discussion of the above proposals. A question was brought up about
changing the price per square inch. It was decided not to address this
issue at this time due to feed back from the International Society of
Arboriculture. No other questions or issues were raised and the
Commission decided to proceed with the above changes.

D. Enforcement follow up activities: Updates, DM & PS. Review list.

1. 8 Cider Mill Rd. update. Check received and deposited.
2. 115 E. Prospect Ave. Court date May 28, 2009.
3. 60 North Watchung. Summons still to be written & court date

determined.
4. 200 Hillcrest Ave. Summons still to be written & court date

determined.
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All of the above mention only. In regard to follow up enforcement
cases for Camistat treatments, DM reported no call back from Bartlett

tree experts yet but is following up.
Roughgarden Case. PS to contact Mr. Roughgarden to start the
process for removal of pear tree and replanting. Then PA to schedule

removal of pear tree.

E. 280 9" Ave.(6™ Ave.) PSE&G 9" Ave. substation. Removals &
pruning completed. Planting not yet started. Any other information?

PA was not sure but believes they have started the planting phase.

F. 2009 Cel-Earth-Bration & Arbor Day events. Letters to be written.
Picture of tree raffle winner taken and sent to Hawthorne Press for

publication.

Mention only.

G. Cool Cities Planting Update. Pre-planting workload completed:
removals & stumps. Planting pushed back, hopefully to start shortly.

Planting to start within the next one to two weeks as per State
representative.

H. 136 Grand Ave. sidewalk guidance request. Discussion.
Three water department requests for guidance on service
repairs/connections. Discussion.

PA to assess tree. Possible candidate for review by Steve Chisholm when
in town? Possible removal. PA will leave door tag when inspection

complete.

Also discussed were three water box tree conflict issues. The

recommendations were as follows:
1. Skip Diamond Bridge Ave. address due to owner objection to impact

On tree.
2. On two other addresses discuss alternative re-routing of waterline

with Water Dept.
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H. Hawthorne Press information articles. Subjects and write-ups?
Follow up with Hawthorne Press and Main Street Magazine suggested.
No assignment at this time.

5. New items

A. Enforcement cases.
1. 47 Beverly Rd. Illegal removal of tree(s) and pruning. Summons

to be issued. Mention only.

2. 45 Summit Ave. Burying of two Borough trees in planter. Follow
up required. Letter requesting removal to be written to residents.

B. Letters/request for removal/other, discussion & action:

1. 122 Washington Ave. Request (Received 5/1/09) for removal of
tree for installation of 2" driveway at property. To be investigated.

Assessment to be performed by the next meeting for review &
decision.

C. Fall'09 planting schedule. Discussion.

DM to head up Fall’09 planting project. Has requested updated
planting request list, PS to provide.

D. 2009 road rebuilding project inspections. 12 roads proposed to be
resurfaced, rebuilt. Field inspection results by PS & PA. Discussion.

Discussion of field inspection results. Roughly ten to twelve trees to
be removed. PA has requested resistograph tests for two sycamore
trees on McKinley Ave. and also for two trees located by Utter Ave.
well house in Rhoades Park. Other trees were also suggested for
possible review as well.

Based upon the discussion, a motion was made to hire the services of
Aspen Tree Consulting (S.Chisholm) to perform tree assessment
services (including resistograph testing) and a written report for the
Borough & Commission for a full day’s service, not to exceed
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$1000.00; PS, 2™ JT. Unanimous vote in favor of approving of

contracted services.

E. 2009 road rebuilding projects inspections. 12 roads proposed to be
resurfaced, rebuilt. Typo, see above item.

F. NJDEP 2009 CSIP Grant. Ideas discussion.
1. Additional planting throughout Borough.
2. Pool planting project.
3. Update, renew tree inventory w/GIS mapping.
4. New chipper.
G. Anything else?

Motion to close meeting; PS, 2" DM. Unanimous vote to approve

closing of monthly meeting.



