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Hawthorne Planning Board 

Minutes of November, 2013 Work Session 

 

The November 12, 2013 meeting of the Hawthorne Planning Board was called to order 

at 7:33 P.M. by Chairman Garner.  After recital of the Pledge of Allegiance, Board Secretary 

William A. Monaghan, III called the roll.  All members and alternates were present as well as 

Board attorney/secretary William A. Monaghan, III, Esq.  Chairman Garner announced that 

notice of the meeting had been published and posted in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

1. Mr. Monaghan reported the receipt of two letters from the Passaic County 

Department of Planning dated October 7, 2013 and November 4, 2013 respectively 

regarding review of the site plan for the Kohler expansion for the property at 150 

Wagaraw Road.  The first letter requested minor revisions of the plans and a 

payment to the Passaic County Corridor Enhancement program.   The second letter 

indicated that the site plan had been approved. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE PLAN REVIEW 

  

1. With regard to the application of Pointer Sign LLC, Joseph Guiccione, one of the 

officers, appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Monaghan recused himself as 

attorney with regard to this application.  After being sworn, Mr. Guiccione testified 

that the applicant proposes to lease the subject premises as an office and work shop 

for a commercial sign business.  No retail business would be conducted at the site 

and most work, which is primarily institutional installations, is done off-site.  Two 

full time employees and one part time employee would work at the site.  Union 

employees are utilized on an "as needed" basis.  One on-site parking space would be 

allocated to the applicant.  No business vehicles would be parked at the site.  No 

exterior changes to the premises are proposed.  A motion was then made by Mayor 

Goldberg, seconded by Mr. Ruta and approved by a vote of 6-1 to grant the 

application for certificate of compliance plan review subject to preparation of a 

memorializing resolution by the Board attorney with the condition that no outside 

storage of products or equipment is permitted. 

 

2. With regard to the application of Bogies Hoagies, no one appeared on behalf of the 

applicant. 

 

3. With regard to the application of 7P Communications, Joseph Russo, director of 

operations, appeared on behalf of the applicant.  After being sworn, he testified that 

the applicant proposes to lease a portion of the subject premises as a warehouse and 

office for a wireless telephone antenna installation business. Five full time 

employees would work at the site including one office employee.  No retail activity 

would take place at the premises. Company vehicles would be stored in the 

building.  No exterior changes to the premises are proposed.  A motion was then 
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made by Mr. DeAugustines, seconded by Vice Chairman Lucibello and approved by 

a vote of 7-0 to grant the application for certificate of compliance plan review 

subject to preparation of a memorializing resolution by the Board attorney with the 

condition that no outside storage of products or equipment is permitted. 

 

4. With regard to the application of Mohawk 75 LLC, Michelle Melillo, commercial 

property manager, and George Sikora, member, appeared on behalf of the applicant.  

After being sworn, they represented to the Board that the applicant has now entered 

into a formal written contract to purchase the subject premises. They further stated 

that no changes have occurred which would affect the testimony which they gave at 

the October 15, 2013 Board meeting.  Since the Board had been prepared to 

approved the application at the previous meeting subject to proof of the applicant's 

status as contract purchaser, a motion was made by Vice Chairman Lucibello, 

seconded by Mr. DeAugustines and approved by a vote of 7-0 to grant the 

application for certificate of compliance plan review subject to preparation of a 

memorializing resolution by the Board attorney. 

 

5. With regard to the application of Downes Tree Service, Kevin Downes, principal, 

appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Mayor Goldberg recused himself with regard 

to this application.  After being sworn, he testified that the applicant proposes to 

continue to store equipment and vehicles on the east side of the brook which runs 

through the subject premises.  The applicant had previously received temporary 

approval for the proposed use prior to obtaining a tenant for the portion of the 

premises on the west side of the brook and fronting on Goffle Road.  The applicant 

has leased additional property on the east side of the brook from the adjacent 

railroad.  The applicant also installed a landscaping buffer along the property line 

with the adjacent residential property. In addition to the applicant's use, the 

landscaper who previously received approval from the Board will remain at the site.  

No other changes are proposed and no employees would work at the site.  A motion 

was then made by Vice Chairman Lucibello, seconded by Ms. DiMattia and 

approved by a vote of 7-0 to grant the application for certificate of compliance plan 

review subject to preparation of a memorializing resolution by the Board attorney. 

     

OLD BUSINESS  
 

1. With regard to the application of Quick Stop Ready Mix Concrete LLP, Ghassan 

Arslanbeck, owner appeared on behalf of the applicant.  After being sworn, he 

testified that he has contacted NJDEP by telephone and confirmed that his 

application has been received.  He was also told that he must wait for a further 

response.  He advised the Board that a field representative of NJDEP had visited 

the site and he provided her name and telephone number.  A motion was then 

made, seconded and unanimously approved to carry the application to the January 

21, 2014 Board meeting and to direct the Board secretary to request that the 

NJDEP representative also appear at the meeting. 
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2. Mayor Goldberg reported on the status of progress on the property maintenance 

issues at the TJM Properties II LLC site on Goffle/Wagaraw Roads including the 

Borough's efforts to obtain grants to assist the property owner. 

 

NEW BUSINESS – None  

 

 

PUBLIC  

 

The meeting was then opened for public comment without response.   

 

The meeting was then adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     William A. Monaghan, III 

     Board Attorney/Secretary 


