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Hawthorne Planning Board 

Minutes of October, 2013 Regular Meeting 
 
 
 

 The October, 2013 regular meeting of the Hawthorne Planning Board was called to 

order on October 15, 2013 at 7:32 P.M. by Chairman Garner.  After recital of the Pledge of 

Allegiance, Board Secretary William A. Monaghan, III called the roll.  All members and 

alternates were present as well as Board engineer Michael J. Kelly, P.E. and Board 

attorney/secretary William A. Monaghan, III, Esq.  Chairman Garner announced that notice of 

the meeting had been published and posted in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.     

  

MINUTES 
 

1. On a motion made by Ms. DiMattia and seconded by Mr. Ruta, the Board approved 

the minutes of the September regular meeting and October work session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE – None  

 

BILLS 

 

1. A motion was made by Mr. Ruta, seconded by Vice Chairman Lucibello, and 

approved by a vote of 7-0 to approve payment of a bill of the Hawthorne Press for 

Invoice No. 988801 in the amount of $28.08. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

1. With regard to the applications of AJ&H Home Improvement, All Stars 

Contractor Inc., Angar Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning LLP, Better 

Construction Inc. and Pandora Healing, LLC, a motion was made by Mayor 

Goldberg, seconded by Mr. DeAugustines and approved by a vote of 7-0 to approve 

resolutions memorializing the actions taken by the Board at its October 1, 2013 

meeting. 

 

2. With regard to the application of Ulma Form Works, Inc., a motion was made by 

Mr. Matthews, seconded by Vice Chairman Lucibello and approved by a vote of 7-0 

to approve a resolution memorializing the action taken by the Board at its 

September 17, 2013 meeting. 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE PLAN REVIEW  
 

1. With regard to the application of Maria Party Planner, Gissell Joseph, co-owner, 

appeared on behalf of the applicant.  After being sworn, she testified that the 

applicant proposes to lease a portion of the subject premises as a retail balloon store, 

event planning business and spa party location for children's parties.  The applicant 
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would utilize approximately half of the first floor and half of the basement.  The 

business is family owned and operated.  The Board expressed some concerns about 

parking, however, the parties would be scheduled on weekends and the majority of 

the children attending the parties would be dropped off and picked up by parents.  

No exterior changes to the premises are proposed.  A motion was then made by 

Mayor Goldberg, seconded by Vice Chairman Lucibello and approved by a vote of 

6-1 to grant the application for certificate of compliance plan review subject to 

preparation of a memorializing resolution by the Board attorney. 

 

2. With regard to the application of 19 Petroleum, Jeffrey Chang, Esq. appeared as 

attorney for the applicant together with Stuart Challoner, the applicant's engineer 

and Gregory Bruselovsky, representative of the property owner.  After being sworn, 

they testified that the applicant proposes to lease the subject premises for the 

operation of a gasoline service station which was also the prior use of the premises.  

Two independent mechanics would rent the existing repair bays.  No exterior 

changes to the premises are proposed with the exception of replacement of the 

gasoline tanks.  The applicant agreed to limit the hours of operation to 6:00 A.M. 

through 11:00 P.M.  No changes to the site lighting are proposed.  The applicant 

will reconstruct the existing sign with no increase in size.   A motion was then made 

by Mr. DeAugustines, seconded by Mr. Ruta and approved by a vote of 7-0 to grant 

the application for certificate of compliance plan review subject to preparation of a 

memorializing resolution by the Board attorney. 

 

3. With regard to the application of Blue Skies Car Service, Les Weiss, owner, 

appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Mayor Goldberg recused himself with regard 

to this application.  After being sworn, Mr. Weiss testified that he proposes to lease 

approximately 150 square feet in the basement office at the subject premises as a 

mail drop and office for his car service business.  He would be the sole occupant in 

the office.  No vehicles would be stored at the site.  No exterior changes to the 

premises are proposed.   A motion was then made by Mr. DeAugustines, seconded 

by Vice Chairman Lucibello and approved by a vote of 7-0 to grant the application 

for certificate of compliance plan review subject to preparation of a memorializing 

resolution by the Board attorney. 

 

4. With regard to the application of Mohawk 75, LLC, George Sikora, member, and 

Michelle Melillo, commercial property manager, appeared on behalf of the 

applicant.  After being sworn, they testified that the applicant proposes to purchase 

the subject premises for use as an office and storage facility for dry goods and files.  

Two cars would be parked at the site and two employees would work at the 

premises.  The property is located in a residential zone but has been used for 

commercial purposes for a considerable period of time.  Mr. Monaghan noted the 

receipt of correspondence from the applicant's attorney regarding pending 

bankruptcy proceedings by the present owner of the property.  Mr. Sikora advised 

the Board that due to additional delays in the bankruptcy case, the applicant has not 

yet entered into a formal contract to purchase the premises.  Since the applicant is 
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not yet the contract purchaser, a motion was made, seconded and unanimously 

approved to carry the application to the November 12, 2013 Board meeting. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

1. With regard to the application of Quick Stop Ready Mix Concrete, no one 

appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Monaghan noted that he had sent a letter to 

the applicant on September 25, 2013 advising that the applicant's appearance was 

required at the October 15, 2013 Board meeting to report on the status of the 

application to NJDEP.  Mr. Monaghan also advised the Board that the applicant had 

submitted a copy of a document which apparently had been sent to NJDEP.  Mr. 

Kelly briefly reviewed the document and indicated that the form may not be the 

appropriate application for the relief requested by the applicant.  Coincidentally, a 

representative of the property owner was also present.  He advised the Board that he 

was unaware of his tenant's failure to cooperate with the Board.  He requested that 

the Board carry the hearing until the next meeting to allow him to contact the tenant 

and direct him to appear and respond to the Board's inquiries.  A motion was then 

made, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn the hearing until the 

November 12, 2013 Board meeting.  The Board also directed Mr. Monaghan to send 

another letter to the applicant requiring his appearance at the November 12, 2013 

Board meeting, with a copy to the property owner.  

 

2. With regard to the application of TJM Properties II LLC, Jack Scaba and Marco 

Scaba, representatives of the property owner, appeared in response to the Board's 

request for information regarding plans for improvement of conditions at the site.  

Mr. Monaghan noted the receipt of a report dated September 12, 2013 from Richard 

L. Eichenlaub, P.E. of R.L. Engineering, Inc.  Copies of the report had been 

provided to Board members and to Board engineer Michael Kelly.  Mayor Goldberg 

advised the Board that an application had been made to FEMA for a grant to remove 

obstructions from the stormwater inlets at the site.  Extended discussion then took 

place regarding property maintenance issues.  Board members expressed concerns 

regarding possible unsafe conditions at the subject premises.  Although the Board 

had requested an engineering study regarding maintenance issues, Board members 

indicated that Mr. Eichenlaub's report dealt mainly with flooding and stormwater 

problems rather than plans for addressing deficiencies at the site.  Jack Scaba stated 

that significant funds had been expended as a result of recurring flood conditions.  

He agreed to supply a copy of a structural report prepared at the time of a prior 

building collapse.  He also agreed to obtain and submit a structural engineering 

report regarding the possible removal of steel beams spanning an opening at the site.  

The report is due on or before the Board meeting on February 4, 2014.  Mayor 

Goldberg also agreed to request a meeting with Passaic County officials to discuss 

flooding and stormwater issues impacting the subject premises. 
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NEW BUSINESS – None  

 

 

PUBLIC 
 

 The meeting was then opened for public comment without response.   

 

The meeting was then adjourned at 9:35 P.M. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      William A. Monaghan, III, Esq. 

      Board Attorney/Secretary 


