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Minutes of the meeting held on October 07, 2014.   
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with a salute to the 
flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance at this meeting was, Engine 
Company 1: Asst. Chief John Arturi, Tower Company 2: Asst. Chief John Marsch, Company 
3: Lieut. Andrew Massey, Engine Company 4: Asst. Chief Michael Nelson, and Rescue 
Company 5: Asst. Chief Brian Warner.     
 

MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Asst. Chief Warner, to dispense the previous Minutes and was 
seconded by Asst. Chief Arturi. All were in favor to dispense.   
 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Marsch and a second from Asst. Chief Nelson that the 
following bills be approved and are to be submitted to the Borough Administrator for 
consideration of payment.  All were in favor to submit the bills for consideration.  
 
BILLS: 

PA Auto Parts   $585.94   Diversified Inspections $650.00 
I.R.S  INC.   $1,080.00  Suburban Generator $719.84 
Campbell Supply   $1,948.54  Campbell Supply  $1,500.00 
All Star Transmission  $1,800.00  I.R.S Inc.  $299.99  
10/75 Lighting Inc.  $475.20  Valley Health   $280.00 
AAA Emergency    $839.70   N.D. I (physicals) $15,030.00 
AAA Emergency   $317.60  Fire Engineering  $117.00 
HFD Reimbursement  $56.20   AVAN    $228.99 
P/A Auto Parts   $36.41   Ridgewood Press $129.00 
All Hands Fire Equip.  $329.79  Communication Specialist $2,500.00 
Fire & Safety Equip.  $1,000.00  Alan Brietway Electric $5,639.00 
Valley Health    $280.00  East Coast Fire Systems $10.37  
AVAN Electric  $206.26  AAA Emergency  $206.26 
PA Auto Parts   $96.00         
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Communications: 

 FF Thomas Kennedy requested a one month family leave.  

 The Intrepid Sea Air & Space Museum – Fire Department Appreciation 
Weekend October 11 & 12, 2014. Free for First Responders and 50% 
off for family members.  

 FF James Bakker requested a three month medical leave of absence.   

 FF Jason Crawford has returned to active duty.  
 

The Board accepted all communications as read.    
 
Company Reports: 
 
Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief Arturi reported for the month of September 2014, Company 1 responded to: 18 
box alarms, 2 still alarm(s), 1 radio alarm (s), 0 mutual aid call, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill 
(s), for a total of 22 alarms. In addition held 3 training(s).  
 
Engine 1 is fair condition with some discharges that are still leaking.  Expecting new delivery 
of 2014 Engine 1 in a few weeks.  
 
FF Thomas Kennedy request family leave of absence.  
 
An application for a new member has been requested.  
 
All other equipment are in working order and with the exception to the above, the remaining 
members are all well.  
 
Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Marsch reported for the month of September 2014, Company 2 responded to: 18 
box alarms, 2 still alarms, 0 Chief’s call, 0 Radio alarms, 0 standby(s),  and held 1drill (s) for 
a total of 21 alarms In addition, held1  training and responded to 1  mutual aid call(s).  
 
Rosenbauer was contacted about the issue with the outrigger that was identified at the 
annual aerial inspection. Both phone calls and emails have been placed with no responses 
returned.   
 
Tower 2 will be attending the Passaic County Academy on October 27, 2014.   
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Company 2 welcomes William Marra back into the Department.  
FF Jason Crawford is back on the active roles.  
FF George Lodder has returned to the active roles.  
 
The Truck, equipment and all firefighters are in good working order.     
 
Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Van Ek reported that for the month of September 2014 Company 3 responded 
to: 17 box alarms, 0 radio alarm (s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill (s) for a total of 18 
alarms. In addition held 1 training (s) and 0 mutual aid response(s).  
 
FF James Bakker requested medical leave of absence.  
 
A grab handle on the driver’s side was replaced by Campbell Supply.  
 
The light bar on the driver’s side has been working intermittently 
 
The apparatus is being scheduled for the tank level gauge sensor to be replaced.   
  
Aside from above all firefighters and equipment are in working order.  
 
Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Nelson reported for the month of September 2014, Company 4 responded to: 20 
box alarms, 2 still alarms, 0 radio alarms, 0 standbys and 1 drill (s) for a total of 23 alarms. In 
addition held 0 trainings (s) and 0 Mutual Aid call(s).   
 
Need to replace 100 feet of 5 inch hose due to damage that had occurred at the Oak Place 
fire.  
 
FF Craig Geier is attending FF 1 in Bergen County during the day time and brother 
Cameron Geier has joined the junior program.  
 
Aside from above all members and equipment are in good working order.   
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Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of September 2014, Company 5 responded to: 20 
box alarms, 0 still alarms, 0 radio alarm, 0 standby(s), 0 drill (s) for a total of 20 alarms. In 
addition held 2 training (s).  
 
We are awaiting for the final repairs for the Rescue Truck.  
 
Requesting permission to attend the Wallington Parade.  
 
All firefighters and equipment are in good working order.    
 
Borough Chief Speranza Report: 
 
Thanked Asst. Chief’s Michael Nelson and Asst. Chief Jared Van Ek for their command and 
tactical operation at the Oak Place fire. We also rectified the situation for the Paterson self-
dispatch issues at the Passaic County Mutual Aid meeting.  
 
The In School Fire Prevention program will be take place on Thursday ( 10 06 14 ) and 
Friday ( 10 07 14 ). The schedules were handed out for the location, times and place. This is 
our most successful fire prevention program and we need members to assist in the 
presentation platform.   
 
October 07,  2014 Movie  / Fire Prevention night at the Hawthorne Boys & Girls Club.  
Thanks to John Bertollo this was made possible due to the threat of rain we would have to 
postpone, move or cancel  the event.  It also presented a savings to the Department.   
 
October 14, 2014 Leadership Program 7:30 PM at Fire Headquarters.  
 
The Borough has granted the Department an Ordinance for the replacement of our expiring 
SCBA air bottles and the replacement of the fire hose. Engine 1’s hose replacement will 
come off of the bond for the apparatus.  
 
We are looking to become ISO rated Class 2. This is a tall task yet we feel we can 
accomplish same.  This would bring further tax savings to the Borough of Hawthorne.  
 
The Borough will be conducting some milling thus some street closures will occur. The map 
of the millings were handed out so that all know how we shall respond to when this is taking 
place.  
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The training center is in full swing and the Captains are active in seeing that the training 
center is completed by spring 2015.   
 
The Department SOP’ / SOG’s were handed out to the Assistant Chief’s so that now every 
member can view them at their leisure.   
 
There is a legislative bill that is being passed to change the name of the Assistant Chief to 
Deputy Chief’s.  
 
Dates to Remember 
 
October 06, & 07, 2014 –In School Program  
October 07, 2014 7:30 PM Family Fire Prevention & Movie Night  
October  14, 2014 Leadership Program 7:30 PM at Fire Headquarters  
October 21, 2014- Officer Meeting 7:30 PM at HQ  
 
November 16, 2014- Memorial Service –St. Anthony’s RC Church 8:30 service  
November 23, 2014- On site at the training center with Captains.  
 
COMMITTEES  
 
Communication Division: Responded to 8 alarms and held 3 meetings for a total of 12 
events 
 
Due to the power surge, we needed to replace 8 power surge protectors, (2) Motorola 1250 
power supplies, (2) Kenwood  ksc-32 power supplies, (1) 25 amp Astron power supply for 
the low band radio at the fire desk.  
 
The HT-1000 low band bank charger is still blowing the fuses and we are looking to identify 
that issue.  
  
All members and equipment are in working order.  
 
Fire Prevention: In School Program October 6 & 7, 2014.  
 
Ladies Auxiliary:  No report at this time.  
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  Chief Speranza contact the FDNY and the Juniors will 
have an opportunity to visit Engine 10, Ladder 10 and the NYFD museum.  
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In School Program: No report at this time.      
Van Hook Scholarship: No report at this time.      
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time.  
100th Anniversary:   The 2016 picnic will be held at Kohler’s parking lot.  
The coin drive produced good results.  Permission was requested for a beer garden.  
 
Chief stated that the beer garden needs to be approved by the Borough and JIF not the Fire 
Board.  He also requested that the Fire Board has to be provided updates as things have 
changed several times and the Board had no knowledge of any new developments and / or 
updates.  
 
The committee is also looking to sell mugs and shirts at the picnic and are in the process of 
determining where the funds would go to.  The committee were discussing that the 
proceeds would support St. Barnabas Burn Center.   
 
Mutual Aid Meeting: The academy will be getting new 5 inch hose for the academy 
engines.  
 
Passaic County coordinator was asked to assist in the self-dispatching issues with Passaic 
and Paterson. Chief Postorino of Paterson spoke to President Joseph Speranza and it is 
being worked on in Paterson.   
   
Training Center: Next meeting will be on November 23, 2014 on site with the Captains.  
  
Updates: All of the milling has been completed and graded thanks to Downes Tree Service. 
Additional milling in the future will be around the entrance gate to negate flooding.  
 
We are looking to purchase additional mafia blocks to complete the training center. Captain 
Longo has marked out the center for the mafia black placement.  
 
The leaks all have been fixed, the floors will be replaced and it is forbidden to use any water 
inside the training center. Also, no burning will be allowed unless it is in the state approved 
and specified areas.  
 
D/C Electric will install LED lighting along with a conduit pig tail and an electric distributor for 
power.   
 
We had considered installing trench rescue yet we have learned that we will need to divert 
this tactical operation to Passaic County due to the rigorous requirements / training that we 
do not have. The Department will only support them via operation.  
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In the spring of 2015 we are looking to install a car fire simulator.   
 
Due to Hurricane Sandy some of the fence was damaged and has to be replaced.   
 
(2) Fire Hydrants will be installed so that we can utilize during evolutions.  
 
Old Business:  
 
Company 1:  No report at this time.  
Company 2:  No report at this time.  
Company 3:  No report at this time.  
Company 4:  No report at this time. 
Company 5:  No report at this time. 
Chiefs Report: No report at this time. 
 
New Business:  
 
Oath of Office: None  
 
Company 1:   No report at this time. 
Company 2:  Inquired as to the installation date.  
Clerk Tripicchio responded the tentative is January 16, 2015.  
Chief Speranza added that it is also based on the 2015 budget approval.    
Company 3:        
Company 4:   No report at this time. 
Company 5:   No report at this time. 
Chief’s Report:  Memorial Service will be held on November 16, 2014. St. Anthony’s 

RC Church at the 8:30 AM service.   
 
Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1:   The new Engine 1 will be arriving soon.  
Company 2:   Rockefeller Center & Show tickets available. See a Tower 2 member for more 
details and tickets.    
Company 3:   No report at this time. 
Company 4:   Biggies fund raiser where 10% goes to Company 4.  
Company 5:   No report at this time. 
Chief:   No report at this time.   
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Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and opened the meeting to 
public.  

 
Ex-Chief Tamburro inquired why there is a consideration for the restructuring of the 
Department.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that it was in the infancy stages and was only for conversation not to 
be brought back to Fire Board.  This was to spark up some conversation as to take a look at 
where we are and where we are heading. The Department numbers are good yet we need 
to bolster up the future.  
 
Tamburro also added that the bill is seems to be for career fire fighters and not volunteer.  
 
Chief Speranza stated he does not know who launched the bill yet he was only reciting what 
he has learned at the legislative level.  
 
Tamburro also advised that we should also thank Captain Van Der Velde for the Oak Place 
fire as he located some hot spots with his crew in the basement.   
 
Chief Speranza acknowledged same.    
 
Fred Buchner offered Caldwell Bankers give back program that would give back 10% of a 
real estate agents commission fee / 10% credit for closing costs (pamphlet handed out).  
 
Ex Asst Chief Robert Foley stated that (1) year ago he had asked for the cascade system 
quick connects for Unit 57.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that his Asst. Chief should have told him that the ones we looked at 
would void the warranty and we are in the process of looking another vendor.  
 
Asst Chief Arturi stated that he had advised the company of the issue and that he was 
looking at the vendor that he met at the 2013 convention and who came up to headquarters 
and stated he had a product that would not void any warranty.  He will follow up with him 
and report back accordingly.  
     
No other requests were made from the floor; the meeting was re-opened to the Fire Board. 
 
A motion was made by Asst. Chief Van Ek, and a second by Asst. Chief Warner that the 
meeting be adjourned. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

John Tripicchio 
Board Secretary  


