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Minutes of the meeting held on December 02, 2014   
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with a salute to the 
flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance at this meeting was, Engine 
Company 1: Asst. Chief Arturi, Tower Company 2: Asst. Chief John Marsch, Company 3: 
Acting Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4: Asst. Chief Michael Nelson, and 
Rescue Company 5: Asst. Chief Brian Warner.     
 

MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Asst. Chief Warner, to dispense the previous Minutes while a 
second was made by Asst. Chief Marsch. The Board were all in favor to dispense.   
 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Nelson and a second from Asst. Chief Marsch that the 
following bills be approved and are to be submitted to the Borough Administrator for the 
consideration of payment.  The Board were all in favor to submit the bills for consideration.  
 
BILLS 

PA Auto Parts   $14.72  PA Auto Parts    $98.88 
Jensen Mitchell Inc.  $200.00 Continental Fire Safety   $165.51 
HFD Reimbursement  $15.40  Grainger     $525.00 
The Ridgewood Press $774.00 
 

Communications: 

 Box 54 seeking donations 

 Communication Division’s Joseph Peters submitted change of 
address.  

 
The Board accepted all communications as read.    
 
Company Reports: 
 
Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief Arturi reported for the month of November 2014, Company 1 responded to:  
21 box alarms, 3 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm (s), 0 mutual aid call, 0 standby(s), and held 1 
drill (s), for a total of 25 alarms. In addition held 3 training(s).  
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A list of minor issues were submitted to Fire Safety for warranty repairs.    
 
The Thermal Imaging Camera remains off of the Engine. Radios have yet to be installed on 
Engine and we are working off of portables.     
 
All other equipment are in working order and with the exception to the above the remaining 
members are all well.  
 
On behalf of the members of Company 1, wished members and families a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.  
 
Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Marsch reported for the month of November 2014, Company 2 responded to:  
21 box alarms, 8 still alarms, 0 Chief’s call, 0 Radio alarms, 0 standby(s),  and held 1 drill (s) 
for a total of 30 alarms In addition, held  0 training (s) and responded to 5 mutual aid calls.  
 
The front tires have been replaced by Dave Stern Tire. It was recommended that a front end 
alignment be performed due to the uneven wearing. An appointment is being made to have 
this repair completed.  
 
The Company bus trip to NYC will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2014. Tickets are still 
available, and ask that you speak to any Company 2 member.  We may experience a 
manpower shortage between 1300 hours and 2100 hours.  
 
The Truck, equipment and all firefighters are in good working order.     
 
Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe Holiday Season. 
 
Company #3 
 
Acting Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of November 2014 Company 3 
responded to: 22 box alarms, 0 radio alarm (s), 2 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill (s) for 
a total of 25 alarms. In addition held 2 training (s) and 0 mutual aid response(s).  
 
A new fire station sign has been placed of Goffle Road near the firehouse.Thanks to the 
Chief and the Administration for getting this accomplished.  
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FF Joseph Wojtecki Jr, graduated the Academy.  
 
Aside from above all firefighters and equipment are in working order.  
 
Wished all the members and family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   
 
Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Nelson reported for the month of November 2014, Company 4 responded to:  
21 box alarms, 73still alarms, 0 radio alarms, 0 training, 0 standbys, and 0 Chief’s call, for a 
total of 24 alarms. In addition held 1 drill (s) and 0 Mutual Aid call(s).   
 
The engine is experiencing some issues such as “noises" that are coming out from 
underneath the engine’s “doghouse” that needs to be diagnosed.   
 
Broadhust Sheet Metal has taken a final measurement’s of the equipment boxes and is in 
the process of manufacturing them.  
 

(1) Length of 5 inch hose remains out of services for repair.  
 
FF Craig Geier has completed Fire Fighter II.  

 
Aside from above all members and equipment are in good working order.   
 
Wished all members and the families a Happy & Healthy Holiday Season.  
 
Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of October 2014, Company 5 responded to:  
24 box alarms, 2 still alarms, 0 radio alarm, 0 standby(s), 0 drill (s) for a total of 26 alarms. In 
addition held 1 training (s).  
 
FF Lindsay Flowers and FF Joseph Gaglione has graduated Fire Fighter 1.  
FF Kyle Johnson has completed Fire Fighter II.  
 
Rescue 5 responded to 335 Alarms and held 12 drills for 2013-2014 fire year.   
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All firefighters and equipment are in good working order.    
  
Wished all members and the families a Happy & Healthy Holiday Season.  
 
Borough Chief Speranza Report: 
 
Thanked Company 3’s understanding of the Board of Fire Commissioners investigative 
decision as to their election inquiry.  Also, thanked Assistant Chief Van Ek for providing 
significant insight to allow the success of Acting Assistant Chief Joseph Longo and the 
incoming Officer’s of Company 3.   
  
VFIS has awarded the Department with a grant program titled “Safe Trailering of Emergency 
Vehicles / Equipment. The training will be scheduled in early 2015.    
 
The Department has accomplished significant milestones this year. We are in the process of 
upgrading our SCBA’s, replacement of fire hose, new Engine 1, new Unit 61, upgrades of 
out dated equipment and fire fighter gear a/k/a Personal Protection Equipment (“PPE”).  
 
The Training Center “Center” is 80% complete. Once the Center has been completed, we 
will be able to have Department drill’s whereby it will allow us to enough room to have all (5) 
five company’s work at different evolutions at once.      
 
We have resolved the issue of cooperative dispatching with bordering town’s to insure a 
safer fire ground operation for volunteer departments with limited manpower. This enabled 
those effected, to seek and gain additional members thus not needing the Department’s 
resources as in times past.        
 
We have also dealt with some difficult decision making to improve the Department. This also 
spun into new ideas of moving the Department forward in all aspects. We have grown to a 
solid member base from the Line Officers, the member of each branch of the Department 
including the Explorer’s / Junior’s Program.  
 
Thanked Captain David Maher and Assistant Chief Warner for the BMW training.   
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In 2015 the Assistant Chief’s will need to submit bi-monthly Fire Response percentages for 
review. We need to define “light duty” so that we can address ongoing issues that keep 
occurring from time to time.  
 
Engine 3 will be out for 1 week in December.    
 
A meeting with the Social Presidents is being requested as we need to address some 
uniform issues that needs further attention.  
 
In closing, thanked the Ladies Auxiliary, the Communication Division, the Juniors Program, 
the Captains for the Training Center, Clerk John Tripicchio, all of the Line Officers for the 
due diligent decision making while continuing their never ending assignment’s throughout 
the year.   
 
Wished all of the members and their family and Happy & Safe Holiday Season.  
 
Dates to Remember 
 
December 12, 2014 – Ladies Auxiliary -Toy Drive – Short way’s Barn -8:00 pm  
 
January 16, 2015- Installation Dinner  
 
COMMITTEES  
 
Communication Division: No report at this time.  
 
Fire Prevention: 55 Westervelt still has some issue and are in the process of being 
addressed by Fire Prevention. 
 
Acting Asst. Chief Longo stated that he also has some concerns that he had located and will 
speak to Fire Prevention. One issue is that the lock box has no key in it and was told that the 
Borough has a key.   
 
Chief Speranza stated he will look into the key and see if it is with the Borough.  
 
Ladies Auxiliary: Toy Drive will be held on 12/12/14 @ Short ways Barn. The band 
Bottoms Up will perform. Collection’s starts at 8:00 pm   
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Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  12/13/14 next meeting where they will cut up a car. Last 
week’s class was cancelled due to inclement weather and will be made up. Possibly 2-3 
new members.  
 
In School Program: No report at this time.      
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time.  
 
100th Anniversary:  Rescue 5 members has attended the last meeting and everything is 
going as planned.  
 
Training Center:  All of the mafia blocks have been set in place and the Center is starting to 
take its desired form. Additional work has to be completed and will be handled by the 
Captains. Each Captain were given updated site plans and a progress list. The interior of the 
containers needs attention and will need to be addressed. Enlistment of a welder may be 
needed for some of the interior repairs.  
 
Downes Tree Service donated man hours and equipment that the Department has to 
appreciate and thank them for all of their time and effort.        
 
Old Business:  
 
Company 1:  A call was placed again with Coastal Fire Service for a sample of the quick 
connect for the Unit 5-7 Cascade fill station.  
 
Company 2:  :No report at this time. 
Company 3:  No report at this time.  
 
Company 4:  FF Robert Taglibue has not submitted a renewed medical note and a letter has 
been requested be sent.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that we will send a letter and if no response is secured, we would 
place him on administrative leave until everything has been cleared.  
 
Company 5:  No report at this time. 
Chiefs Report: No report at this time. 
 
New Business:  
 
Oath of Office:  No report at this time. 
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Company 1:   No report at this time. 
Company 2:  No report at this time. 
Company 3:   No report at this time. 
Company 4:   No report at this time. 
Company 5:   No report at this time. 
Chief’s Report:  No report at this time. 
 
Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1:  Company 1 & 3 are selling trees.   
Company 2:   NYC Bus Trip / Show 12/13/14.  See any Company 2 member for tickets.     
Company 3:   Raffle –Various prizes.  See any Company 3 member.   
Company 4:   No report at this time.    
Company 5:   No report at this time. 
Chief:   FF Gordon Kneeper has completed radiation treatment.   
 

Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and opened the meeting to 
public.  

FF Joseph Wojtecki (“Wojtecki”) questioned the Board for conducting a meeting regarding 
nominations (for Company 3) and if so, the Sunshine Law was not followed. In addition felt 
that his name was mentioned and he was not properly notified as per the “Rice notice” and  
requested a copy of the Minutes.  
 
Chief Speranza stated this was a spur of the moment based on the fact’s that were provided 
by Company 3 officers’  for an investigative purpose,  that had to be conducted prior to their 
next meeting. There were no Minutes taken as it was an investigative session as it pertained 
only to the amendments presented by his Company.  
 
The Board simply had investigated and made determined that the exceptions presented, 
were not proper as the nominees were not qualified as set forth as outlined by local, State 
Ordinance and by laws of the Department. Chief Speranza stated the only time it may have 
been mentioned was when information was provided that FF Wojtecki had not followed the 
chain of command and went straight to the Borough Attorney.  
 
FF Wojtecki stated that he followed chain of command and exchanged communications with 
Assistant Chief Jared Van Ek (via text) for permission to speak to the attorney. FF Wojtecki 
stated that the Department By Laws conflicted with the Codified Ordinances and he is able 
to nominate yet Company told him since he had 31% he was unable to nominate.  As a 
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result he sought to get an answer prior to the election process. He again stated he had 
permission from Asst. Chef Van Ek and he can prove same. He then reiterated that the 
Board made a decision that conflicted with the Codified Ordinance by leaving the Captain’s 
position open, and is not allowable as per the Ordinances as it requires that if there is a 
vacancy of a position, that position has to be filled by the next meeting.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that the requirements have to meet prior to the election and the 
nominees that were provided were not qualified, thus an investigative decision was made. 
The Board is allowed to make decisions on a case by case basis and did not paint it with a 
broad brush due to the dynamics each scenario’s may have. The Ordinance allows the 
Board to make decisions when it is presented to them in particular when need in such short 
time frame.     
 
FF Wojtecki asked permission from the Board to have a meeting with the Mayor and the 
Borough attorney to clarify his inquires.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that he had a meeting with the Mayor and attornmey that included 
Assistant Chief Van Ek, Captain Longo and Captain Vender Der Velde. He stated if there 
will be any meeting it will have to include these parties so we are all on same page.   
 
Chief Speranza also stated that By Laws do not conflict with the Codified Ordinances. The 
Ordinances allows the Department to establish By Laws to govern the Department so long 
as they do not conflict with them. The Ordinances are “frame work” that the Department can 
build off of them. The By Laws simply “defined” active member and didn’t conflict with the 
Ordinances. Further, every member understands the bench mark is if your obtain 33 1/3 you 
obtain certain privileges / benefit’s, so it is widely understood and voting is a privilege.  
 
Wojtecki stated it is not a privilege it is a right to vote.  
 
Chief Speranza stated that we are not a public entity, and that we follow Roberts Rules of 
Order (as per the Ordinance) which is applied to the election / voting process, thus we do 
not conflict.  
 
FF Wojtecki stated that the By Laws specifically conflicted with active member as stated in 
the Codified Ordinance as it is not defined with a percentages yet the By Laws have a 
percentage.            
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Chief Speranza stated that the By Laws that defined “active member” was introduced at 
December 2009 Fireboard. We had work sessions to polish it up that required the input from 
each company that included Company 3 and FF Wojtecki. Then in January 2010 the 
changes were made and continued to be read (3) additional times at Fire Board (public 
meeting) and was unanimously approved by all members.  Then it became a By Law that all 
100 plus members knew about, thus it was clear 33 1/3 was the Departments benchmark.  
 
“There was various discussions that took place in the Public and was not added to 
these Minutes as multiple people were having conversations at one time and unable 
to document all that was said from any one conversation”  
 
Captain Van Der Velde interjected and asked FF Wojtecki what his purpose was here at Fire 
Board.  
 
FF Wojtecki asked Chief Speranza to control the public and then reiterated that this is a 
direct conflict with the Ordinance and he was told by the Borough Attorney that there is an 
ongoing investigation, thus he can vote. 
 
Chief Speranza stated that the Borough attorney advised him that FF’s with less than 33 1/3 
can vote yet would be a “provisional ballot” until a final decision has been made.  
 
FF Wojtecki then retracted his request from the Board to have a meeting with the Mayor and 
Borough Attorney and stated that he was not there to hurt the Board as a matter of fact he 
would assist the Board with the Ordinances. He added that that the last time the Department 
requested Ordinance changes it was too cost prohibitive thus they did not move forward. He 
was satisfied with his inquiry and closed by stating he is available for any assistance for the 
wording of any Ordinance if requested.    
 
Asst. Chief Arturi stated that when he was involved in writing the By Law’s, it was incorrectly 
printed as when it was introduced we lowered the percentages and they were able to vote. 
This stripped them of their voting privileges as defined by the By Laws. The voting in 
essence should have followed the Clothing Allowance percentages as outlined in the 
Ordinances.   
 
“A side bar dialogue was exchanged between Chief Speranza and Asst Chief Arturi”.   
 
 No other requests were made from the floor; the meeting was re-opened to the Fire Board. 
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A motion was made by Asst. Chief Nelson, and a second by Asst. Chief Warner that the 
meeting be adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

John Tripicchio 
Board Secretary  


