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  June 29

th
, 2015 

                                                                                                                                                Hawthorne, NJ 

 
The Special Meeting of the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne was held on the above date 

at 8:29 p.m. in the Council Meeting Room of the Municipal Building, 445 Lafayette Avenue, Hawthorne, 

New Jersey, with the following present: 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FLAG SALUTE              
Council President Bertollo invited all present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
                    
STATEMENT 

Adequate notice of this special meeting has been published and posted on the Public Bulletin Board at 

the Municipal Building, emailed to the Hawthorne Press, Herald News and The Record, and all persons 

who have requested the mailing of such notice.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Council President Bertollo entertained a motion to open the meeting to the public. He stated if anyone 

desired to be heard, please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone state your 

name and address and sign the sheet for the record.  Moved by Councilman Wojtecki, seconded by 

Councilman Lane.  On roll call, all voted yes.  

 

Katherine Razir of Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Armino, Esqs.  – representing 204 Wagaraw Road, LLC. 

Ms. Razir stated for the record she wants to put out my formal objection before the Council for the 

process that is happening this evening regarding the endorsement of the Housing Element & Fair Share 

Plan where my clients address/project was omitted from the amendment.  Our Client is putting forth a 

viable plan before the Zoning Board for not only market rate housing, but affordable housing, which 

consists of 219 developments along with some minor mix use and 33 affordable units.  Our procedural 

concerns relate how this process is happening this evening and the endorsement.  We believe housing 

plan is such a fundamental element of the Master Plan and should not be a rushed and should be dealt 

with the public.  It shouldn’t be on the consent agenda.  We want the opportunity for our client’s property 

to be mentioned in the plan.    

 

Councilman Wojtecki stated you made a comment during the planning board where I was in the audience 

and you stated your client did not receive the notice appropriately, can you please elaborate.  Ms. Razir 

stated her comment was we received notice of the special meeting on Friday, while that is lawful under 

the 48 hour special meeting notices; we did not have the opportunity to review the plan.  Attorney 

Pasquale added the Borough Clerk as well as the Planning Board notices were both published about a 

week and ½ ago.  From a Council stand point we met all requirements. 

 

Council President Bertollo entertained a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, moved by 

Councilman Lane, seconded by Councilman Sinning.  On roll call, all voted yes.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

R 132-15  Introduced by Councilman Mele 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Hawthorne has conducted a public hearing regarding 

a proposed amendment to the Master Plan of the Borough of Hawthorne, specifically the Housing  

Element and Fair Share Plan that is a part thereof; and  
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WHEREAS, following such hearing, the Planning Board voted to adopt the Housing Element and Fair 

Share Plan prepared by the Borough’s Planning Consultant, Joseph H. Burgis, PP, AICP, of Burgis 

Associates, dated June 17, 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne recognizes its obligation to create the 

realistic opportunity for the development of affordable housing in accordance with the Mount Laurel 

doctrine and as set forth in the Fair Housing Act through the adoption of a compliant Housing Element 

and Fair Share Plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne further acknowledges the 

determination of the New Jersey Supreme Court of March, 2015 in the case entitled In the Matter of the 

Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 221 NJ (2015), 

which authorizes the bringing of a declaratory judgment action before the duly designated Mount Laurel 

Judge for Passaic County;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne, that 

it does hereby endorse the determination of the Planning Board of the Borough of Hawthorne to adopt 

the aforesaid Housing Element and Fair Share Plan; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it does authorize the bringing of a declaratory action seeking 

judicial approval of said Housing Element and Fair Share plan in accordance with the cited decision of 

the New Jersey Supreme Court. 

 

Council President Bertollo entertained a motion to approve consent agenda resolutions R132-15 moved 

by Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Bennett.   Discussion by Attorney Pasquale, we are very 

comfortable with our plan and it addresses all our needs.   Mr. Burgis and he spend a lot of time working 

on this, we had a 3 month window to get this done and we did.  July 8
th

 we will be filing our petition with 

the court which is the second part of what we are asking here tonight, authorizing a meeting to go to court 

to get this plan approved.  Mr. Burgis added it had been suggested that this plan include the site 204 

Wagaraw Road in order to have an additional cushion, however we already have a 48 unit cushion which 

is more than adequate to protect the interest of the Borough.  Councilman Lane asked from what he heard 

from the power point presentation and through the discussion you are treating 204 Wagaraw Road the 

same way you are treating Patriot Hills as vacant land and the total number of units for those are included 

in Mr. Burgis’ plan.   Mr. Burgis replied, yes, that is correct.   Councilman Bennett commented at this 

moment in time tonight when we have to vote on this, the residential (204 Wagaraw) project isn’t even an 

approved legal use of that piece of property therefore that is pretty much resolved at this point in time 

when we are voting.  Council Vice President Matthews reiterated, this plan includes approved plans not 

speculated plans.  Council President Bertollo thanked Attorney Pasquale and Mr. Burgis, their staff and 

everyone else who was involved.  On roll call, all voted yes. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 8:45 p.m. Council President Bertollo entertained a motion to adjourn the regular meeting, moved by 

Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Sinning.  On roll call, all voted yes. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John N. Bertollo, Council President                Lori DiBella, RMC , Borough Clerk  


