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August 3, 2011 

Hawthorne, NJ  

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne was held on the 

above date at 8:00 p.m., in the Council Meeting Room of the Municipal Building, 445 Lafayette 

Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey.  Present were Council President Matthews, Vice President 

Bertollo, Councilpersons Bennett, Lane, Mele, Sinning and Wojtecki.  Also present were Mayor 

Goldberg, Borough Administrator Maurer, Director of Revenue and Finance Hewitt, Borough 

Engineer Boswell, Borough Attorney Pasquale and Borough Clerk Witkowski.   

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

Council President Matthews invited all present to join him in the flag salute.   

 

STATEMENT  

 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the Annual Schedule of regular meetings 

heretofore adopted and posted on the Public Bulletin Board at the Municipal Building, emailed 

to the Hawthorne Press, Herald News, Record, The Gazette and all persons who have requested 

the mailing of such schedule, and a copy of said schedule has remained on file in the office of the 

Borough Clerk from and since December 15, 2010. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of July 20, 2011, moved by Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Wojtecki.  On roll call, 

all said yes, except for Councilman Lane who abstained. 
 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Council President Matthews opened the meeting to the public. He stated if anyone desired to be 

heard, please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone state your name 

and address and sign the sheet for the record.  He stipulated this be for agenda items only.  

 

Seeing none, Council President Matthews entertained a motion to close the public portion, 

moved by Councilman Lane, seconded by Council Vice President Bertollo.  On roll call, all 

voted yes. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Council President Matthews asked if there was any old business to discuss.   

 

Councilman Lane questioned Administrator Maurer about the lighting in the council meeting 

room as a date was to be set to change out the bulbs.  They came back and changed out the bulbs, 

no commitment has been set to return to change out again.  Council President Matthews asked 

for it to be completed within the next two weeks.  Councilman Lane also asked if there was an 

update on the letter regarding Pan Chemical from our Construction Official, John Pallotta, 

regarding violations issued.  Administrator Maurer explained that the building was boarded up 

and the borough is seeking the money back from the property owner. Tomorrow’s court 

appearance will be for the general violations. Councilman Lane asked if Mr. Pallotta deemed the 

building as an unsafe structure and if so, should it be knocked down? Attorney Pasquale said yes 

it has been deemed unsafe and we looked at the cost factor along with the concern of the 

abatement of asbestos in the building. The cost to remove is not recommended as the borough 

could not recoup the cost which would be estimated at $100,000 to $120,000.  Mayor Goldberg 

stated that it is no longer considered unsafe after it was boarded up per definition. Attorney 

Pasquale said that being boarded up, safe and secure, we could seek criminal prosecution.  A 
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final inspection is needed to determine if the structure is safe and then a letter stating so can be 

issued. Attorney Pasquale said that if it is determined unsafe, other options will need to be 

reviewed.  Councilman Lane and Administrator Maurer discussed the pool and swim lessons. 

There was a conflict regarding swim lessons for August versus July. Administrator Maurer said 

that there are some residents with special needs issues that had to attend a summer session for 

school and was there are no lessons in August when this is completed.  Next year we will work 

on serving and accommodating all residents. 

 

Councilman Mele asked if the Mountain Avenue water tank issue had been resolved.   

Administrator Maurer said he does not have an update at this time.  Council President Matthews 

asked to have this resolved within two weeks. 

 

Councilman Lane asked about the exit ramps of the highways entering Hawthorne and the state 

cutting the grass.  Other towns have been maintained. He asked the Sheriff’s Department, but 

they do not go on state land.  Administrator Maurer said he contacted the state and has not 

received a commitment from them.  He explained there is a program in which an agreement is 

signed to take responsibility, but will inquire if we can go on to the land once to cut.   

 

Council President Matthews asked if there was any other old business for discussion.  None was 

raised.  

   

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Council President Matthews asked if there was any new business to discuss.   

 

Councilman Wojtecki reported that on October 2, 2011, the Hawthorne DVRT Team and the 

Police Department Auxiliary are having a Muddy Run (obstacle course) through the Eight Acres 

Woods.  Applications can be found on our website at www.hawthornenj.org.  

 

Council President Matthews asked if there was any other new business to discuss.  None was 

raised. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR 

 

Mayor Goldberg reported Governor Christie announced assistance for disabled seniors with a 

summer energy bill.  The Governor and DCA Commissioner Griffa announced a one hundred 

dollar supplement of benefits will go out to 132,000 low-income and disabled seniors through 

LIHEAP to provide relief on summer utility bills.  They are also providing direct property tax 

relief by doubling the homestead rebate benefits which they will see on their property tax bill, 

and increasing the senior program by over ninety million dollars.  New budget will fully fund the 

pharmaceutical assistance to the age and disabled programs, PADD and senior gold, without any 

increases and changes in eligibility.  Leadership camp begins on Monday, August 15
th

, 137 kids 

are registered, and the National Guard helicopter will kick off the week when it arrives on the 

playground at 9:30 a.m.  The Lions Club swim meet took place last night, congratulations to all 

who swam and participated, thank you to the Lions Club in sponsoring the event and to the 

Council for attending and showing their support for the event.  The ten-year anniversary of 9-11 

will be observed on Friday, September 9
th

 at the Municipal Building where we will remember 

the Hawthorne resident who died as well as our Fire Department, Police Department and EMS 

who volunteered and rushed into New York on this day.  It is important to remember this event 

every year, not celebrate, and to recognize the sacrifices by so many that days.  Adult mosquito 

spray will take place tomorrow in Hawthorne from 7:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. on Franklin Avenue, 

Maitland Avenue, Tuxedo Avenue, Goffle Brook Park, the ball fields, and the tree-line of 

Diamond Bridge Avenue, in the event of rain; it will be rescheduled for Monday, August 8
th

.   

 

Mayor Goldberg called upon Director of Revenue and Finance Hewitt for her report.   

 

Director of Revenue and Finance Hewitt reported on the following: 

 

We have received $33,000 for the 2010 tonnage grant.  The audit exit conference took place 

today which went very well and all should be pleased with the report.  Second interviews are 

taking place for the Deputy Treasurer position, our goal is to hire by September 1
st
.   Tax bills 

are being processed now with adjustments taking place before they can go out.  This year’s rate 

http://www.hawthornenj.org/
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is 5.099.  The bank tax bills will go out first, followed by the regular bills being mailed on 

Friday, August 12
th

.  Tonight’s resolution extends the grace period to September 9
th

, if your bill 

is not paid by then, interest will revert back to August 1
st
. 

 

This concluded Director of Revenue and Finance Hewitt’s report. 

 

Mayor Goldberg called upon Attorney Pasquale for his report.   

 

Attorney Pasquale reported on the following: 

 

Attorney Pasquale and Council Vice President Bertollo met with the developer and property 

owners’ representative to reach a final conclusion in settling Norma Terrace.  He will be in court 

tomorrow on the Pan Chemical matter in which Mr. Cook’s attorney has reported he expects this 

will go to trial.   

 

This concluded Attorney Pasquale’s report. 

 

Mayor Goldberg called upon Borough Engineer Boswell for his report. 

 

Borough Engineer Boswell reported on the following:   

 

Drainage Improvement Project – the project is complete except for punch list items and receipt 

of the maintenance bond. 

 

2011 NJDOT Local Aid (Mohawk)/2011 Road Program – the borough has awarded the project 

to Cifelli & Son General Construction in the amount of $242,541.50.  The grant the borough 

received is for $185,000.00, the pre-construction meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2
nd

.   

Concrete work should begin as early as next week. 

 

2011 Road Program – the borough has awarded the project to AJM Construction in the amount 

of $596,045.50 to address the base bid plus alternates A, B and C as follows: 

 Base – Pasadena Place, Pocomoke Place, Lucille Drive, Sunrise Drive (Goffle Hill to 

 Beverly) and various intersection ramp upgrades. 

 Alt. A – Sunrise Drive (Beverly to the end) 

 Alt. B – Minerva Ave (Hawthorne Ave to Frederick Ave) 

 Alt. C – Ninth Ave (Rea Ave to Van Winkle Ave) 

 

The pre-construction meeting was held on Friday, July 29
th

, work should begin in two weeks. 

 

Library Roof Repair - plans and specs are complete and have been submitted as requested.  We 

expect authorization to go out to bid next week.  

 

UST Underground Monitoring – the project is on hold until the borough allocates funding. 

 

Christian Health Care Center – Architecture testimony was completed during July 25
th

 special 

meeting.  The apartment units were described (bedroom numbers and sizes), minimum age (62), 

number of buildings and building height.  Based on definition in code, the building height 

(lowest exterior grade to highest point on building) would be approximately 80’ due to the 

topography of the site, where only 35’ and 2 ½ stories are permitted.  At no point will a wing of 

the building be greater than 39.2’ in height and three stories.  The next special meeting is 

scheduled for September 26
th

.   

 

Buena Vista and Rock Road Finalization – paperwork has been submitted to get final refund 

checks back to the borough.  

 

Lafayette Hills Water Storage Tank – the tank was investigated on July 22
nd

 by Jeff DeWan and 

Dan Tedeschi where one of the hatches was inaccessible and did not open.  Another port allowed 

them to see inside and to see no silt was visible; a rod dropped in showed a two-and-a-half foot 

level of water which is the sustained use for irrigation.  The rod returned without silt on it, if 

there is silt at the bottom, it is minor.  We have never received an as-built plan on the tank, we 

have only the approved design, we will request this from the association and if need be.  Boswell 

Engineering will measure to develop as-built plans and issue bill of services to them.  Annual 
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reports on functionality of the tank and reports of inspections will be requested and required.  In 

regards to Mr. Rooney’s inquiry on the wetlands, they seem to be functioning as should be; the 

question now is some of the water actually coming from down the stream as opposed to just from 

the tank.  Engineer Boswell indicated he will look into the function of the wetlands relative to the 

stream.  Council Vice President Bertollo stated it is possible the problem could be the Wyckoff 

water coming down the brook.  Engineer Boswell stated that existed before the development was 

built and based on all calculations and requirements under the storm water act, the amount of 

water from the K. Hovnanian development is less coming off because of the tank but no less 

coming off because of Wyckoff.  Council Vice President Bertollo commented we know there is 

more water due to the water shed issues up there.  Engineer Boswell stated he will address this 

issue and report at the next meeting.  

 

This concluded Borough Engineer Boswell report. 

 

Mayor Goldberg called upon Administrator Maurer for his report. 

 

Administrator Maurer reported on the following: 

 

E-ticketing contractor will be here on Friday to begin installation which will take three weeks.    

Preliminary review of the best practices checklist indicates we have met 41 of the 51 items this 

year to maintain state aid.  We should reach 44 items this year, working on final items with 

Director of Revenue and Finance Hewitt, the remaining three items require Council action.  A 

full report will be ready for the next meeting.  The yearly best practices report requires council to 

review the report and responses in a public meeting; this should be on next meeting’s agenda.    

The report is due by the end of August.  The penalties are larger this year, if we fall below 41 we 

will lose $14,000, we do not anticipate losing any money this year.  

 

This concluded Administrator Maurer’s report. 

 

Council President Matthews asked Council if there were any questions for the Administration.   

 

Councilman Bennett addressed Engineer Boswell and asked where we stand with the liquidated 

damages against Stacey Contracting who performed the drainage improvement work.  Engineer 

Boswell responded we took a proactive response and withheld money which should they contest, 

they will have to contest with the borough.  Council Vice President Bertollo asked the dollar 

amount withheld.  Engineer Boswell responded a ballpark figure would be sixty days at eight-

hundred-fifty dollars per day or roughly $51,000.00; he would verify the number and report 

back.   

 

Council President Matthews asked if there were any other questions for the Administration.  No 

other questions were raised. 

 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to record the Administrative Agenda, moved 

by Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Wojtecki.  On roll call, all voted yes. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA MR 20-11, R 160-11 through R 173 -11: 

 

MR 20-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

HANDICAP PARKING SPACE 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hawthorne, in the County of 

Passaic and State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The words and phrases used herein shall have the same meaning respectively ascribed to 

them in Subtitle 1 of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey. 
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2. Pursuant to the Authority granted under N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6, the following location is 

hereby designated as a restricted parking space for use by persons who have been issued 

special vehicle identification cards by the Division of Motor Vehicles.  No other person 

shall be permitted to park in this space. 

 

3. The parking space  located on the north side of Prescott Avenue, beginning ninety-eight 

feet (98’) west of the northwest corner of North Eighth Street and extending twenty-two 

feet (22’) to the west in front of the premises known as  55 Prescott Avenue,  shown as 

Block 3 Lot 2 on the Borough Tax Map is no longer needed. 

 

4. The Police Department is hereby directed to have proper signs calling attention to the 

provisions of the resolution erected or placed upon said street. 

 

This resolution shall take effect on adoption and posting of the signs required above. 

 

R 160-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 
 

To ratify actions of the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne payroll dated July 29, 

2011 
 

          CURRENT FUND 

     

WT 888889 

 

 $                 259,940.06  

          WATER OPERATING FUND 

    

WT 888889 

 

 $                   39,711.57  

          OTHER TRUST II FUND 

     

WT 888889 

 

 $                   39,410.94  

          GENERAL CAPITAL TOTAL 

    

WT 888889 

 

 $                          52.50  

          

 

TOTAL PAYROLL 

     

 $                 339,115.07  

          

          CURRENT FUND TO PAYROLL/FICA 

   

WT 888889 

 

 $                     5,138.99  

          WATER OPERATING FUND TO PAYROLL/FICA 

 

WT888889 

 

 $                   10,190.15  

          

 

TOTAL FICA 

      

 $                   15,329.14  

 

 

R 161-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 
 

WHEREAS, the semi-annual payment to the 1994A NJEIT Trust Loan in the amount of $770.72 

and the semi-annual payment to the 1994 NJEIT Fund Loan in the amount of $2,021.09 has 

become due and payable as of September 1, 2011 and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of  

$2,791.81 in payment of the 1994 NJEIT Trust and Fund Loans. 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne that the 

Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of $682.50 to US Bank in 

payment of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust semi-annual Administration Fee. 

 

R 162-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, checks drawn against the Current Fund and the Payroll Fund of the Borough of 

Hawthorne having an issuance date of at least six months which have not been presented for 

payment prior to this time are no longer honored by Columbia Bank. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne that the following checks which have an issuance date of greater than six months be 

canceled and voided and that all such funds be returned to each fund account as appropriate: 
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CHECK #                  AMOUNT                 PAYEE   FUND 

69880   $    297.91  Julianne Matthews  Payroll 

70256   $    325.68  Stephen Wiersma  Payroll 

70606   $    115.46     Leslie Konyak    Payroll 

70849   $      91.80  Peggy J Webber  Payroll 

11421   $      20.00  St. Anthony’s   Current 

4115   $  1,711.35  Power Place, Inc  OTII 

4126   $     300.00  Richard Baldi   OTII 

 

 

R 163-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, the 2011 Local Municipal Budget was adopted at the Regular Council Meeting of 

April 20, 2011 and certain items contained therein require account transfers between the various 

Borough funds in order to effectuate these budgetary items. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to liquidate these items as indicated 

herein: 

 

PAY FROM             PAY TO                       AMOUNT           FOR 

Current                     General Capital            100,000.00           Capital Improvement Fund 

Current                     Water Operating            89,100.00           Fire Hydrant Service 

General Capital        Current              45,000.00           Reserve for Payment of Debt 

 

R 164-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, the annual principal payment and the semi-annual interest payment for the General 

Serial Bonds of 2005 becomes due and payable on August 15, 2011. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of $315,000.00 in 

payment of principal and $30,019.00 in payment of interest from the Current Fund to Chase 

Bank NY Account #066027306. 

 

R 165-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS,  the semi-annual payment to the 2010A NJEIT Trust Loan in the amount of 

$8,725.00 and the semi-annual payment to the 2010A NJEIT Fund Loan in the amount of 

$18,348.21 has become due and payable as of August 1, 2011, and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of  

$27,073.21 in payment of the 2010A NJEIT  Trust and Fund Loans. 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne that the 

Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of $1,118.75 to the NJEIT in 

payment of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust and State of New Jersey semi-

annual Administration Fees.  This is to ratify the action taken on August 1, 2011. 

 

R 166-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS,  the semi-annual payment to the 2004A NJEIT Trust Loan in the amount of 

$50,039.43 and the semi-annual payment to the 2004A NJEIT Fund Loan in the amount of 

$37,429.15 has become due and payable as of August 1, 2011, and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of  

$87,468.58 in payment of the 2004A NJEIT  Trust and Fund Loans. 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne that the 

Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of $1,372.50 to the NJEIT in 
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payment of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust semi-annual Administration Fees.  

This is to ratify the action taken on August 1, 2011. 

 

R 167-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

  

WHEREAS,  the semi-annual payment to the 2003A NJEIT Trust Loan in the amount of 

$85,096.91 and the semi-annual payment to the 2003A NJEIT Fund Loan in the amount of 

$55,039.80 has become due and payable as of August 1, 2011, and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of  

$140,136.71 in payment of the 2003A NJEIT  Trust and Fund Loans. 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne that the 

Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to wire funds in the amount of $2,137.50 to the NJEIT in 

payment of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust semi-annual Administration Fees.  

This is to ratify the action taken on August 1, 2011. 

 

R 168-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54-4-67 permits the Mayor and Council of each municipality to fix the rate 

of interest to be charged for the nonpayment of taxes on or before the date when they would 

become delinquent; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne set forth said interest rate by 

resolution at the regular Council Meeting of January 4, 1995; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hawthorne was unable to mail its 2011/2012 property tax bills on or 

before June 14
th

 as required by N.J.S.A. 54:4-66 due to the failure on the part of the State of New 

Jersey to certify state aid funding for inclusion on the tax bills in a timely manner; and 

 

WHEREAS, this delay will result in the late mailing of the 2011/2012 tax bills to Borough 

property owners. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey that the interest rate for the nonpayment of 

3
rd

 quarter 2011 property taxes shall be fixed at zero (0%) until September 9, 2011. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if payment of the 3
rd

 quarter 2011 property tax is not made 

on or before September 9, 2011 the time period set forth above, then the interest rate for 

nonpayment of the 3
rd

 quarter 2011 property tax shall revert back to the original interest rate 

established by resolution on January 4, 1995 and charged from the statutory payment date for 3
rd

 

quarter property taxes of August 1. 

 

R 169-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

APPROVE THE TONNAGE GRANT REPORT AND APPLICATION FOR YEAR 2010 

 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L.1987, c.102, has 

established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to 

encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 

to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to 

expand existing programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 

recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 

condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping 

accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the municipality to apply for such Recycling Tonnage 

Grant for calendar year 2010 will memorialize the commitment of the municipality to recycling 

and to indicate the assent of the Hawthorne Mayor and Council to the efforts undertaken by the 

municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, such resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the application 

is properly completed and timely filed. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Hawthorne Mayor and Council does hereby 

endorses the submission of the Recycling Tonnage Grant application to the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection and designates Douglas Morgan, Recycling 

Coordinator, to ensure that the application is properly filed; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be 

deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 

 

R 170-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, an application was made to the Borough of Hawthorne for a raffle license; and 

 

WHEREAS, a check in the amount of $20.00 was submitted with application for RL#990 and  

  

WHEREAS, the location for said raffle to be held was changed to another municipality 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne to authorize refund of said application fee in the amount of $20.00 from the current 

account to: 

 

  Friends of Homeless Animals of Northern New Jersey, Inc. 

  1042 Lafayette Avenue Ext. 

  Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 

 

R 171-11 Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, An on/off fee in the amount of $180.00 was charged to account #00261610, and      

 

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Administration that this charge be cancelled, 

    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector be authorized by the 

Municipal Council of the Borough of Hawthorne to cancel the on/off fee in the amount of 

$180.00 on the above stated account. 

 

R 172-11  Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

TAX IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, The Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L.2007, chapter 311, has established a recycling 

fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source  

separation and recycling programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, There is levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility (with 

certain exceptions) a recycling tax of $3.00 per ton on all solid waste accepted for disposal or 

transfer at the solid waste facility. 

 

WHEREAS, Whenever a municipality operates a municipal service system for solid waste 

collection, or provides for regular solid waste collection service under a contract awarded 

pursuant to the “Local Public Contracts Law”, the amount of grant monies received by the 

municipality shall not be less than the annual amount of recycling tax paid by the municipality 

except that all grant moneys received by the municipality shall be expended only for its recycling 

program. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Hawthorne that Borough of 

Hawthorne hereby certifies a submission of expenditure for taxes paid pursuant to P.L.2007, 

chapter 311, in 2009 in the amount of $19,469.52. Documentation supporting this submission is 

available at 445 Lafayette Ave, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506) and shall be maintained for no 

less than five years from this date. 

 

R 173-11  Introduced by Councilman Bennett 

 

WHEREAS, an appeal was filed with the New Jersey State Tax Court for a reduction of the 

assessed value of property and a settlement was agreed upon as follows: 

 

                              Original 

Block/Lot           Assessment        Judgement       Difference         Overpayment 

2010   

137/17                 $173,900.           $144,885.          $29,015.           $1,414.77 

 

Robert Hiza   516 Lafayette Ave., Hawthorne 

   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Hawthorne that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a refund for the overpayment of taxes for 

2010 in accordance with the state judgment. 

 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to approve Resolutions MR20-11, R160 

through R173-11, moved by Councilman Bennett, seconded by Council Vice President Bertollo.  

Council President Matthews asked if there was any discussion.  None was raised.  On roll call, 

all voted yes.   

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

Councilman Lane  

The speaker system installation is complete and all have been trained.  The Ambulance Corp 

responded to 124 calls in July for 324 man hours.  To date, 812 calls have been answered for a 

total of 2,041 crew hours.  They continue to do a fine job and we appreciate their service to the 

community.  The Hawthorne Gospel Church will hold a 9-11 memorial service at 6:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, September 11
th

, the public is welcome and encouraged to attend.  We are waiting to hear 

from the County as to the date and time of the next Transit Village meeting which will take place 

here in the municipal building.   

 

Councilman Sinning 

The Ordinance Committee met this afternoon and discussed modifications to the soil movement 

ordinance which should be ready for Council approval in September.  The Ambulance Corp 

LOSAP program is under review, the current point system will be modified affecting a few. 

 

Councilman Wojtecki 

Shade Tree Commission met last night and reported the tree inventory of the borough has been 

completed and will be submitted to the borough for review.  Fall planting lists are being 

complied, please call 973-427-5555 ext. 318 if you would like to get on the list for a new tree. 

Residents who have new trees planted in their front yards are asked to please water the trees as 

we saw the second driest July on record in New Jersey.  Council President Matthews informed 

Councilman Wojtecki there is a tree dead on Cornell Avenue between Florence and Utter 

Avenue’s.  Councilman Wojtecki stated they have a list of dead trees which the installer begin 

replacing. 

 

Council Vice President Bertollo asked if the Norma Terrace replacements were discussed at last 

night’s meeting.  Councilman Wojtecki replied yes and a list was created for pruning and limb 

removal which includes Norma Terrace and the resident in particular who has expressed concern 

of the limbs.  Council Vice President Bertollo stated that resident texted him tonight to report 

that a limb had fallen on his car.  Councilman Wojtecki commented we have not had pruning 

service for the past two years due to manpower but will get back to proactive service in this area. 

 

Council Vice President Bertollo continued there seems to be some confusion between the 

Department of Public Works and the contractor as to who is responsible for the pruning.  Also, it 
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is not clear who is responsible for overseeing the contractor, we need better communication 

between the two and perhaps the work should be delegated to Public Works once the Shade Tree 

Commission recommends it.  Councilman Wojtecki responded the commission has given the 

three-section tree list to the Public Works Director and asked the Norma Terrace section be the 

first addressed moving into Ward 2 then Ward 4 whom have the highest population of sycamore 

trees.  Councilman Sinning commented on the trees on Third Avenue that have grown up and 

through the power lines.  Councilman Wojtecki stated that is a PSE&G issue once they reach the 

power lines and the Shade Tree Commission cannot touch them.   

 

Council President Matthews reported that at the Planning Board meeting, Joe Burgis presented 

the re-examination of the master plan with his recommendations which the Planning Board 

moved to approve.  A new business will be moving into the Madison Sprocket building.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

None recorded. 

 

BILLS  
 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to approve the bills and forward them to the 

Treasurer for payment.  Motion moved by Council Vice President Bertollo seconded by 

Councilman Mele.  Council President Matthews asked if there was any discussion.  On roll call, 

all voted yes.  Council Vice President Bertollo abstained from checks #12225 and Councilman 

Lane and Councilman Wojtecki abstained from checks #12228, 12233, 12272, 12275, and 

12276. 

 

VENDOR CHECK#  TOTAL  

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

       
CURRENT FUND 

      
A-VAN ELECTRICAL    12207                    77.33  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

ABBEY GLEN PET MEMORIAL PARK    12208                  156.00  

 

 BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
ALL AMERICAN FORD    12209               2,860.58  

 

 VEHICLE MAINT ROAD 

ALL BERGEN LOCKSMITHS, INC    12210                  114.00  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
ANDREW J INNIS    12211                  260.00  

 

 ENVIRONMENTAL 

 
B & C COMMUNICATIONS, INC    12212            10,200.00  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

BCB JANITORIAL SUPPLY CO INC    12213                  142.45  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

BOLTZER LANDSCAPING INC    12214               2,492.00  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN    12215                  306.07  

 

 ELECTRIC 

  
BOSWELL ENGINEERING, INC    12216                  855.00  

 

 ENGINEERING 

 
CABLEVISION    12217                    64.90  

 

 SWIMMING POOL 

 
CHIEF FIRE EQUIP CO    12218                  154.14  

 

 DRUNK DRIVE ENFORCE 

CHIEF SUPPLY CORP.    12219                  195.57  

 

 PEOSHA 

  
CONEXION PRINTING    12220                  233.00  

 

 GENERAL ADMIN 

 
COUNTY OF PASSAIC    12221      4,217,639.30  

 

COUNTY TAXES 

 
COUNTY OF PASSAIC-OPEN SPACE T    12222            69,706.50  

 

 OPEN SPACE TAXES 

 
DELL GARDEN CENTER    12223                    79.99  

 

 SWIMMING POOL 

 
DONALD TURNER, JR    12224                  220.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
DOWNES TREE SERVICE, INC.    12225               6,815.00  

 

SHADE TREE 

 
E MAHONEY    12226                  125.00  

 

 CLEAN COMMUNITIES 

EAST COAST CRANE & AERIAL SERV    12227                  505.00  

 

SHADE TREE 

 
FEDERATED EMERGENCY SERVICES    12228               9,233.90  

 

VEHICLE MAINT FIRE 

FRANCOTYP-POSTALIA, INC    12229                  194.85  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

FRIENDS OF HOMELESS ANIMALS    12230                    20.00  

 

 CONTRA REVENUE 

 
GARDEN STATE HGWY PROD, INC    12231               1,287.00  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
GILL ASSOCIATES    12232               2,407.50  

 

 SWIMMING POOL 

 
GODWIN TOOL & HARDWARE SUPPLY    12233                  599.99  

 

 FIRE DEPT 
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HARVEY M HAMMER, MD    12234               1,050.00  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
HAWTHORNE AUTO LAB    12235               1,092.77  

 

 VEHICLE MAINT POLICE  

HAWTHORNE BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

AS    12236               5,670.00  

 

BOARD OF REC 

 
HAWTHORNE CAR WASH, INC    12237                  265.00  

 

 VEHICLE MAINT POLICE 

HAWTHORNE PRESS INC    12238                  101.50  

 

 FINANCIAL ADMIN 

 
HAWTHORNE ROLLER HOCKEY ASSN    12239               1,820.00  

 

BOARD OF REC 

 
HAYLEY ENCARNACION    12240                  195.00  

 

 MUNI COURT 

 
HENRY'S PLUMBING & HEATING INC    12241                    22.79  

 

 SWIMMING POOL 

 
HESS CORPORATION    12242               6,166.13  

 

ELECTRIC 

  
JANET REENSTRA    12243                  124.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
JERSEY CHEMICALS INC    12244                    99.95  

 

 SWIMMING POOL 

 
JERSEY ELEVATOR INC    12245                  150.65  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

JOEL ENGRAVING CO    12246                    11.50  

 

 ZONING BOARD 

 
JOHN DEERE LANDSCAPE    12247                  622.26  

 

 MAINTENANE OF PARKS 

JOSEPH CLEMENTI    12248                  220.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
JUNGLE LASERS LLC    12249               1,730.00  

 

 FEES PAYABLE 

 
MAIN POOL & CHEMICAL CO, INC    12250               3,725.00  

 

SWIMMING POOL 

 
MARY ANN CORAL    12251                    60.00  

 

 MUNI COURT 

 
MATTHEW BENDER & CO, INC    12252                  105.46  

 

 POLICE DEPT 

 
MCGRATH MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT LL    12253            17,400.00  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
METLIFE    12254                  314.88  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
MICRO CENTER    12255                  462.91  

 

 POLICE DEPT 

 
MONSEN ENGINEERING CO    12256                  644.00  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

NETWORK SOLUTIONS    12257                  114.95  

 

 IT SERVICES 

 
NJ STATE LEAGUE MUNICIPALITIES    12258                  115.00  

 

 GENERAL ADMIN 

 
NO JERSEY MUNI EMPL BNFT FUND    12259          173,281.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
NORTH JERSEY MEDIA GROUP INC    12260                  461.41  

 

GENERAL ADMIN 

 
OFFICE BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC    12261               5,415.00  

 

 PUB WORKS ADMIN 

OFFICE CONCEPTS GROUP INC    12262                  261.31  

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
ONE COMMUNICATIONS    12263                  210.64  

 

TELEPHONE 

 
PATRICK BUCOLA    12264                    70.00  

 

 CONTRA REVENUE 

 
PAUL COWIE & ASSO    12265               7,250.00  

 

SHADE TREE 

 
PROCOPY INC    12266                  123.75  

 

MUNICIPAL CLERK 

 
PUBLIC SERV ELEC & GAS    12267            17,980.47  

 

ELECTRIC 

  
RICOH AMERICAS CORPORATION    12268                  538.57  

 

LOCAL CODE 

 
RT OFFICE PRODUCTS    12269               1,527.94  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
SCOTT GEIER    12270                  220.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
SEWER & WATER EVALUATIION    12271            27,165.00  

 

DEFERRED CHG SEWER 

SOME'S UNIFORM CO. INC    12272                  316.00  

 

FIRE DEPT 

 
STORR TRACTOR CO    12273               1,128.24  

 

MAINTENANCE OF PARKS 

STRATTON BINDING CORP    12274                  110.00  

 

MUNICIPAL CLERK 

 
TANIS HARDWARE    12275                  895.46  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
THE MARKET BASKET    12276               4,972.37  

 

 FIRE DEPT 

 
THOMSON WEST INC    12277                  276.50  

 

 MUNI COURT 

 
UNITED COMPUTER    12278                  897.25  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
VERIZON    12279               2,417.14  

 

TELEPHONE 

 
VITAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC.    12280                  100.00  

 

 REVENUE COLLECTION 

WAGNER TOURS, INC    12281                  725.00  

 

 BOARD OF REC 

 
WURTH    12282                  512.73  

 

 STREETS & ROADS 

 
TOTAL CURRENT 

 
 $  4,616,084.60  

    

       
GENERAL CAPITAL 

      
COMMUNITY GRANTS & PLANNING, I     3118               4,487.70  

 

 HOUSING ORD 

 
PASSAIC COUNTY REGISTER     3119                    11.00  

 

 HOUSING ORD 

 
S & M ENTERPRISES     3120               5,775.00  

 

 HOUSING ORD 

 
TOTAL GENERAL CAPITAL 

 
 $        10,273.70  
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WATER OPERATING  

      
AGRA ENVIRONMENTAL SVC     8617               2,390.00  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
ALL BERGEN LOCKSMITHS, INC     8618                  612.00  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
AQUARIUS IRRIGATION SUPPLY,INC     8619                    18.29  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
E S C ENTERPRISES, INC     8620                  470.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
GP JAGER & ASSOC INC     8621               4,560.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
HENRY'S PLUMBING & HEATING INC     8622                  357.78  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
HESS CORPORATION     8623            30,906.48  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
L&P INTEGRATORS     8624               7,550.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
MONTONE REMOD & CONS CO, INC     8625                  725.00  

 

 VARIOUS 

  
NO JERSEY MUNI EMPL BNFT FUND     8626               4,725.00  

 

 GROUP INSURANCE 

 
PASSAIC CO ROAD DEPT     8627                  200.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
POST & KELLY ELECTRIC CO, INC     8628                  525.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
PUBLIC SERV ELEC & GAS     8629            20,627.50  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
RON L SIGNZ     8630                  925.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
RUGGED OUTFITTERS     8631                  398.89  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
TANIS HARDWARE     8632                      3.99  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
TREASURER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY     8633               1,580.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
VERIZON     8634               1,000.00  

 

 WATER UTILITY 

 
TOTAL WATER OPERATING 

 

 $        77,574.93  

    

       
OTHER TRUST II 

      
CARL MOTTOLA     4263                    63.24  

 

 UCC PENALTIES 

 
RICOH AMERICAS CORPORATION     4264                  234.01  

 

 UCC PENALTIES 

 
THOMAS ZACONIE     4265                    64.77  

 

 UCC PENALTIES 

 
TOTAL OTHER TRUST II 

 

$             362.02  

    

       
BUILDERS ESCROW 

      
BOSWELL ENGINEERING, INC     5099                  598.50  

 

 PRT REALTY 

 
BOSWELL ENGINEERING, INC     5100                    42.75  

 

 PAPAS 2 

  
BOSWELL ENGINEERING, INC     5101                  427.50  

 

 FOSCHIN 

  
BOSWELL ENGINEERING, INC     5102                  427.50  

 

 ROJEK 

  
TOTAL BUILDERS ESCROW 

 
 $          1,496.25  

    

       
TOTAL BILL LIST 

 

 $  4,705,791.50  

    

       

        

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Council President Matthews opened the meeting to the public. He stated if anyone desired to be 

heard, please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone state your name 

and address and sign the sheet for the record.  Council President Matthews asked if anyone 

wished to be heard.  

 

Joe Rooney, 84 Braen Avenue, thank you for looking into the tank.  The retention basin down by 

the culvert has a wide opening coming from the Wyckoff side that goes over the top.  Engineer 

Boswell responded he will check into the basin to see if it is functioning properly and if not, it 

will be repaired.  

 

Rob Van Deusen, 336 Central Avenue, I and many neighbors are aware of the fact that other 

towns have ordinances limiting the number of trees that can be taken down in a year.  We do not 

have such as ordinance in Hawthorne nor an ordinance that has restrictions on a 1500 year-old-

tree, since we are a Tree City USA, this type ordinance would benefit the town.  Attorney 

Pasquale responded yes, there are a number of towns that limit the percentage or number of trees 

you can eliminate a year and the number of trees you have on your property.  Some properties in 
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Hawthorne do not have many trees at all therefore it would be difficult in Hawthorne to have a 

blanket prohibition.  This matter has been discussed before and we can identify on new 

development, old trees, new trees, historic trees, etc., which will be protected.  Planning Board 

applications have to submit a tree plan and we cannot tell anyone what they can do with trees in 

their backyard.  Mr. Van Deusen continued and stated that Allendale has a program that states it 

is not a tree unless it’s six inches in diameter.  He has only two trees on his property and knows 

of a resident who had twelve trees on their property-line, the new property owners next door 

wanted to take them all down affecting the overall usage of the backyard.  Mr. Van Deusen 

asked if the council could look further into this.  

 

Andy Metzler, 209 Hawthorne Avenue, I would like to re-iterate Councilman Lanes comments 

in regards to swimming lessons for special needs children.  My son was in extended school this 

year for special education and there were not any swim lessons extended to him, so we had to 

pay for private lessons on our own.  We would like him to have the opportunity of lessons just as 

our daughter enjoys in the group lessons.  Councilman Lane commented the borough will be 

working on a program for next year that will be implemented before the summer starts where all 

children will have access to the swimming lessons. 

 

Councilman Wojtecki asked if there were any lessons in the second half of season.  

Administrator Maurer indicated no, the lessons end in July due to staff availability.  We will 

address this particular situation for next year.  Councilman Wojtecki commented I am sure we 

make some money from the lessons and with four weeks left in the season couldn’t we add 

additional lessons.  Administrator Maurer indicated no, this is when the staff begins returning to 

school, we need to have this pre-planned for staffing purposes. 

 

Council President Matthews asked if anyone else wished to be heard. Seeing no one else, 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to close the public comment portion of the 

meeting, moved by Council Wojtecki, seconded by Council Vice President Bertollo.  On roll 

call, all voted yes. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council President Matthews entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 p.m., moved by 

Council Vice President Bertollo, seconded by Councilman Sinning.  On roll call, all voted yes.   
 

 

 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT MATTHEWS INDICATED THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL WILL BE ON AUGUST 17, 2011.  THE WORK SESSION 

WILL BEGIN AT 7:00 PM AND THE REGULAR MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 8:00 P.M. 

PERSON WITH DISABILITIES WHICH REQUIRE AIDES SUCH AS: SIGN LANGUAGE 

INTERPRETER, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, BRAILLE, TAPES OR LARGE PRINT, THE 

BOROUGH CLERK’S OFFICE SHOULD BE NOTIFIED TEN DAYS PRIOR TO 

ATTENDANCE AT A MEETING SO ACCOMMODATIONS MAY BE MADE. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Frank E. Matthews          Susan Witkowski 

 Council President    Borough Clerk 


