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Minutes of the meeting held on May 3, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with 
a salute to the flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. Moment of 
silence was held for Ex-Capt. Walt Damstra. In attendance at this meeting 
were, Engine Company 1, Lt. John Carlo on behalf of Asst. Chief 
Christopher DiBella, Tower Company 2 Asst. Chief David Maher, Engine 
Company 3, Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter 
Van DerVelde, and Rescue Company 5, Asst. Chief Brian Warner      

 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Warner, while a second was made by Asst. 
Chief Van Der Velde to accept the Minutes as read.  

 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  

 
BILLS:  
 
Advanced Air Systems [Maintenance contract 2016-2017 compressor]    $ 3,450.00 
Cascade Subscription Service [Fire Engineering Annual magazine Subscription] $ 179.00 
Ricoh HQ Printer [855 B&W copies, 455 Colored copies 12/24/15-3/23/16]   $ 44.22 
IRS [BLANKET P.O.]          $ 1,000.00 
1st Quarter Rent [co. 1, 2, 3, 4]        $ 6,800.00 
2nd – 4th Quarter Rent [BLANKET P.O. for co. 1, 2, 3, 4]      $ 20,400.00  
1st Quarter Phone [Co. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5]        $ 225.00 
1st Quarter Board Phone [Speranza, Flowers, DiBella, Maher, Longo, Van Der Velde, Warner]  $ 210.00 
Home Depot [REIMBURSEMENT – Co. 4 purchased new 18v charger]     $ 99.00 
USPS [REIMBURSEMENT – Certified letter to Butler & Harris]      $ 11.82 
Ricoh HQ Printer [B&w/color copies 9/24/15 – 12/23/15]     $ 3,119.57 
Somes [conduct pins, years of service pins, badge holders, bands & T2 lapel]    $ 250.00 
Bob’s Tires & Wheels [new tires for unit #61]      $ 320.00 
Staples [REIMBURSEMENT – toner for radio room printer]      $ 75.09 
AAA Emergency [(2) multi-gas meter]        $ 968.00 

 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Maher and a second from Asst. Chief Van 
Der Velde, that the bills be approved and are to be submitted to the 
Borough Administrator for the final consideration of payment.  
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Communications: 

 Letter from David Morgan requesting for an additional 3 month 
leave (May 1, 2016 – August 1, 2016) from the Department due to school 
out of state.  
- Motion was made by Asst. Chief Longo and a second from Asst. Chief Van Der 

Velde to approve David Morgan’s LOA.   

 Letter from Connor Smith requesting an application for the 
Hawthorne Fire Department, would like to join Company 1.  

 Letter from Brendan Marsch requesting Military LOA effective May 9, 
2016 to pursue a career in the United States Navy.   

 Letter from Jason Crawford notifying the Department that he is 
returning from his LOA.  

 Letter from Ed Sutherland resigning from Company 5 as an active 
firefighter due to relocation out of state; would like to remain a 
social member.  
- Motion was made by Asst. Chief Longo and a second from Asst. Chief Maher to 

approve resignation.   

 Letter from Bernadette Flowers requesting a transfer from Company 
5 to Company 3 effective immediately.  
- Motion was made by Lt. Carlo and a second from Asst. Chief Van Der Velde.  

 

Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
On behalf of Asst. Chief DiBella, Lt. John Carlo reported for the month of 
April 2016, Company #1 responded to: 26 box alarms, 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio 
alarm(s),  0 standby(s), and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 27 alarms. In 
addition held 1 training(s). 
 
The volume control speaker was installed in the cab of the engine. 
Currently waiting on the arrival of (4) new PFD’s that were ordered. Also 
waiting on Fire & Safety to contact us and schedule repair of the ball 
joints (recall item).  
 
FF’s Malandrino & Kennedy remain out on Medical LOA. I am submitting a (3) 
month LOA request from FF David Morgan; attending school out of state.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
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Tower Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Maher reported for the month of April 2016, Company #2 
responded to: 29 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 2 mutual aid response(s), 0 
radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 33 alarms In 
addition, held 1 training(s).  
 
In the month of April Tower responded to Paterson and Prospect Park one 
time.  
 
Company 2 attended a drill in Wyckoff last evening. Multiple evolutions 
were setup. Vertical ventilation and (3) scenarios to remove a victim from 
within a home using a roof ladder. The drill was received well by our 
members.  
 
Spoke with Fair Lawn fleet garage, they will be able to start scheduling the 
PM’s for Hawthorne the week of May 23rd. received one case of pre-mixed 
fuel for the saws. We have one faulty Bosch cordless drill and one stream 
light hand light that will not charge.  
 
A letter was received from FF Crawford, dated 4/26/16, asking to return 
from his personal LOA.  
 
I would like to wish Brendan Marsch all the best as he departs for the US 
Navy next week.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of April 2016, 
Company #3 responded to:  26 box alarms, 0 radio alarm(s), 1 still alarm(s), 1 
mutual aid response(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill(s) for a total of 29 alarms. In 
addition held 1 training(s). 
 
A hearing was held on April 11th with the Board of Fire Commissioners for 
FF Butler regarding the stolen SCBA pack. A payment schedule was drafted 
by the Board for reimbursement for the stolen property, which was set to 
begin in May. I can report good news that the stolen SCBA was recovered 
in good working order, thanks to the help of Chief Speranza working  



 
 
 

     Borough of Hawthorne 

Board of Fire Commissioners  
 

445 Lafayette Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ  07506 
www.hawthornefire.org 

                                                                                                    CORE STATEMENT                                                                                4 | P a g e  
Volunteers providing a professional service in 

 Fire Protection, Rescue Services and Fire Prevention 
To the citizens of Hawthorne. 

 

Chief Joseph Speranza 

973.423.5550 Office 

973.423.5089 Fax 

Clerk Lindsay Flowers 

973.423.2536 Office 

973.423.5089 Fax 

 
with the Paterson Fire Department and PD in tracking down the stolen 
property. As second hearing was held on April 11th for FF Harris with the 
Board of Fire Commissioners due to the lack of attendance and 
performance as a probationary firefighter. *This was a mandatory hearing 
that FF Harris was to appear at. Several attempts to contact Harris we 
made by officers and fire clerk with no response from Harris. FF Harris did 
not show up to this hearing. The Board has moved forward with 
terminating FF Harris from the Hawthorne Fire Department. A 
notification was sent to FF Harris, along with a list of items that MUST be 
returned within 10 business days of receipt. If we do not receive a response 
within this timeframe, the Hawthorne Police Department will be notified 
and will take proper action from that point.   
 
A letter was received from Carmine Greedy, a resident of Hawthorne, with 
interest to join the Hawthorne Fire Department. An email was sent back in 
response with information, as of today we have received no response. A 
letter of transfer was received from FF Flowers of Company 5 to transfer 
to Company 3 to further her education and firefighting skills in an 
engine company.  
 
Air purifier hose cord was fixed/replaced from rope to tube.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: When were we supposed to hear back from Harris by 
regarding termination/return of equipment? 
Asst. Chief Longo: We were supposed to hear back from him by today. 
Clerk Flowers: *Correction, 10 days would be Monday, May 2, 2016. We have 
yet to receive response back.  
Chief Speranza: No response has been received via mail. We will move 
forward with the next steps. I will be notifying the Mayor.  

 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of April 2016, 
Company #4 responded to: 25 box alarms, 0 still alarm(s), 6 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 1 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for a total of 32 alarms. 
In addition held 2 training(s). 
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Engine 4 is requesting a new and smaller accountability board, like Tower 
and Rescue, for our engine. The current board is large and gets banged up 
in our compartment and there is no place to mount it at its current size 
on our apparatus. Also, our GPS has stopped working since it was mounted 
stationary. We would like to get a new cord and have Pinnacle wire it. (3) 
Members were measured for new gear last week at the Dept. meeting. Also, 
one member of (5) years would like to attend FF2 when the class is available.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Did you notify Pinnacle? 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Not as of yet.  
Chief Speranza: Contact them and let them know. Also, please get me the 
names of the members who would like to attend FF2 as I have applications. 
As soon as there are enough students they will schedule a class.  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Acknowledged.  

 
Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of April 2016 Company #5 
responded to: 27 box alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 1 
drill(s) for a total of 28 alarms. In addition held 0 training(s).  
 
Rescue and the boat are in proper working order. Still have an air leak at 
the compressor, waiting for Fair Lawn DPW to schedule a date to repair 
which will be in June.  
 
Received a letter of resignation from Ex-Capt. Ed Sutherland, he is moving 
to Wisconsin. Received a request for transfer from Lindsay Flowers to 
Engine Co. 3.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
A notification was received from the Mayor for the newest community 
member (RE: San Giuseppe property). Packet was received and available to be 
reviewed for our members.  
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Thank you for the turnout of the coin drive.  
 
Website: Website is still in the process of its redesign. This process will take 
up to 60 days and we are about 25 days into the redesign. Once the new 
banner and design are ready to be reviewed, we will offer a viewing of the 
new design format. After this is completed the site will become manageable 
by us and begin the new format its new design and information will 
become current.  
 
Memorial Parade: Monday, May 30th, kickoff is at 1:30PM from Rea and 
Lafayette. If we want refreshments we need to decide tonight. Will be 
touching base with Company 1 to see if we can use the exterior of their 
property to host.  
 
New Turnout Gear: New turnout has finally been delivered by the previous 
vendor with errors. New order sizing has been completed by our new 
vendor. Orders should be several weeks out, taking up to 3 months.  
 
Capt.’s/Chief’s: You should begin setting schedules with the Fair Lawn DPW 
for your vehicles maintenance beginning mid-May.  
 
Extrication Training: Thursday, May 12th at 7:00PM-10:00PM Fire 
Headquarters and Saturday, May 14th at 8:30AM-1:00PM (hands-on). This is 
designed for new and old entries to extraction; it will reinforce the 
previously trained members and add new to the mix. A monthly training 
concept has been devised by Rescue to allow for formal training with 
those certified at these courses.  
 
DUI Program: The upcoming DUI program is schedule for Friday, June 3rd, 
and we typically host a program with our Police Dept. on the 
consequences of drunk driving with the Hawthorne High School seniors. 
Mrs. Hackett has helped us in the past, will not be able to help up this year. 
Looking for interested members to help.  
 
Officers Continuing Education Program: Tuesday, May 17th at 7:30PM Fire 
Headquarters. Leadership program – transition from firefighter to 
officer.  
 
Capt.’s Meeting: Tuesday, May 17th at 6:45PM at Fire Headquarters. Drivers 
program, prior to officers training.   
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Safety Officers Course: Wednesday & Thursday, May 25th and 26th at 7:00PM-
11:00PM Van Dyk Place. *A third night may be necessary.  
 
A letter was received from Memorial Middle School of Fair Lawn 
requesting to use our dunk tank on Thursday, May 5th with a rain date of 
Thursday, May 12th. Also, Lincoln Middle School would like to use this 
Friday. A member of the Dept. will be delivering.  

- There was no objection by the Board.  
 
Mother’s day raffle hosted by Engine 4 – tickets are available! Drawing will 
be held on Sunday, May 8th at 1:00PM. Tickets are available for $5.00 each or 
(6) for $25.00. 
 

Dates to Remember: 
5/12/16 @ 7:00PM – 10:00PM @ Headquarters – Extrication Training Part 1 
5/14/16 @ 8:30AM – 1:00PM @ Headquarters – Extrication Training Part 2 
5/17/16 @ 6:45PM @ Headquarters – Capt.’s meeting RE: drivers program 
5/17/16 @ 7:30PM @ Headquarters – Officers continuing education program 
5/30/16 @ 1:30PM @ Rea & Lafayette – Memorial Parade  
6/3/16 @ TBD @ Hawthorne High School – DUI program 
6/8/16 @ 6:00PM – 8:00PM @ Eastern Christian – Thank you celebration (all invited) 
6/18/16 @ 12:00PM @ Bottagra’s - 100 Year Anniversary Celebration  
6/29/16 or 7/1/16 @ 10:00AM @ the Boys & Girls Club *Pending – see February minutes 

9/12/16 @ 6:00PM & 7:00PM @ Headquarters – FEMA health and wellness 

 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Communication Division:  
 
Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of 
February 2016, Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 21 radio 
alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 4 drill(s) for a total of 25 alarms. 
In addition held 0 training(s) and 5 meetings.  
 
Issues with radio switch boxes in Fieldcomm and air leak in cascade 
booster.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
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Chief Speranza: There is a leak on the back of the truck as well.  

 
Fire Prevention: (7) Summons have been issued to 55 Westervelt.  Outcome 
is unknown. Will check with Gene DeAugstines regarding. 
 
Ladies Auxiliary: No report at this time. 

 
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  No report at this time. 
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time. 
 
100th Anniversary:  
 
Thank you to all the members who came out and participated. New thank 
you slips were created that advertise our 100th anniversary date.  
 
The AD journal is still in progress.  
 
A deposit of was made towards the kid slide rental for the anniversary 
celebration. We will also be purchasing plastic fire hats to distribute to 
the children.  
 
There will be (2) kinds of wristlet bands handed out the day of: (1) for 
guests to enjoy the beer garden and (1) for kids & designated drivers (this 
will limit them to non-alcoholic beverages only).  
 
Still have to check on police.  
 
Mugs have been ordered.  
 
A meeting with Koehler’s needs to be held to discuss signage.  
 
Peter is going to look into Porto johns and hand washers.  
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Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center: No report at this time.  
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief:  
 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Chiefs, Vice President and Ex-Chief Tamburro went 
through the list and found a gentleman who has been on for 8 years that 
was without relief. It is important that everyone fill out the correct 
documentation and submit. Also, there was a gentleman who was on 
military leave for 4 years, it is imperative that the Board relay this 
information so that they get the proper credit. Please make sure you 
notify me of any transfers, resignations, and LOA for military.  
 
Lt. Carlo: Who is responsible for distributing the paperwork? 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: It is part of the application/physical. It can be obtained 
through the Fire Clerk. 
Asst. Chief Maher: Can the Asst. Chief of the member sign off to speed up 
the process?  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: It could but, the process works well as it is. It takes 
about a month to go through the process (signatures, council and 
submission to state). Make sure you fully complete the paperwork.  

 
Website:  See Chief’s report.  

 
Old Business:  
 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2: No report at this time.  

Company 3:  
Asst. Chief Longo: What is the status of the list of tools that I had 
submitted?  
Chief Speranza: May 5th our new budget is in place and we will be able to 
order then.  

Company 4: No report at this time. 

Company 5: No report at this time. 
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Chief’s Report: Chamber of Commerce, a meeting was held and it does not 
look like we will be moving forward with this idea. The cost to proceed is 
too high. We would need to raise $23,000.00 upfront.  

 

New Business:  
 
Oath of Office: No report at this time.  

 
Company 1:  
Lt. Carlo: Requested application for Terizzi.  
Clerk Flowers: Application was supplied to Lt. Carlo.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: Is there going to be a smoke house at the 100 year 
anniversary celebration?  
G. DeGroot: Yes. 
Asst. Chief Maher: Who is going to staff this?  
Lt. Lodder: St. Barnabus, if they are available that date, or another place 
out of Ho-Ho-Kus.  
Asst. Chief Maher: Not sure this is a good idea. Would like to see the 
members enjoy the day.  
G. DeGroot: It is intended for the kids.  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: The smoke house was never mentioned to 
Bottagra’s.  
G. DeGroot: It was mentioned. 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: It was never mentioned to Bottagra’s – just the 
committee during your meetings.  
G. DeGroot: Neither was the slide.  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Please inform Bottagra’s to ensure it is ok and so 
that a layout can be complete.  
Chief Speranza: Do they have their own insurance? Please make sure that 
they provide a certificate of insurance. Make sure you communicate to the 
venue as well.  

Company 3:  
Asst. Chief Longo: We are requesting that Engine 3 be allowed to attend 
the Ringwood wet down on Saturday, May 14th from 2:00PM – 8:00PM.  
Chief Speranza: I will inquire with the Mayor. Doesn’t see it being an issue.  

Company 4: No report at this time.  

Company 5: No report at this time.   
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Chief’s Report: No report at this time.  

 
Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1:  
Lt. Carlo: Ralphie is coming home in week. Please try and make the effort to 
give him a call or go and see him, it would be greatly appreciated.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: Thank you to all the members for coming to the wake 
for Ex-Capt. Damstra.  
Company 3: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 5: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Chief Speranza: Ex-Asst. Chief John Gurriell’s father is not doing so well 
either, please keep him in your prayers.  
 
Chief’s Report:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
 
Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and 
opened the meeting to public.  
 
Lt. Luscombe: Where is the money coming from to pay for the police at the 
100th anniversary?  
G. DeGroot: It is already accounted for. 
Lt. Luscombe: How many officers are you looking to staff? 
G. DeGroot: Approximately 3.  
Lt. Luscombe: Is it necessary to have them on private property? 
Chief Speranza: That is a valid point. We may not need them since it is on 
private property. We should look into it and see if it might save on costs.  
Lt. Luscombe: Bottagra’s has numerous large scale events that do not 
require police since it is on private property.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: At these events, is there liquor outside? 
Lt. Luscombe: Yes, they have outdoor tents and serve alcohol.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Why do we have to supply a certificate of insurance?  
Chief Speranza: I believe the owner of the venue requested it.  
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Ex-Chief Tamburro: We are basically renting the property from him for the 
day and are paying for this. At other venues this is not requested by the 
payee.  
Clerk Flowers: I’m certain they are requesting it from our vendors who in 
return will name us as a certificate holder/additionally insured, along 
with Bottagra. This covers us in case of damage or injury.  
Chief Speranza: Agreed that is for the vendors bringing items on the 
property.  
Capt. Walker: Who will be providing the attendee for the slide? The 
vendor? 
G. DeGroot: Yes, the vendor will be supplying an attendant for the slide.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Regarding the stolen SCBA pack, do they have a 
suspect or know the person who stole it? 
Chief Speranza: Yes, we were notified the Paterson FD that they had 
recovered the pack. A person had walked into their bay during shift and 
offered it for-sale. Immediately the officer declined the asking price, but 
offered $20.00 to purchase, the suspect accepted. Following this the officer 
notified the PD and they arrested the subject. We were then notified and 
received the stolen property back.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Was it a new pack that was stolen? 
Asst. Chief Longo: It was an older pack that we use for the academy.  
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Will FF Butler still be required to make the monthly 
payments? 
Chief Speranza: No. Since the pack was returned in working order, she will 
no longer be obligated, however, she does owe $20.00 reimbursement.  
 
Lt. Carlo: Why aren’t there messages sent out for Fire Board?  
Chief Speranza: This has never been done.  
Lt. Carlo: It is a public meeting, it should be aired.  
 
Lt. Carlo: Communications dispatchers should have an ‘identity’ when on 
air.  
Lt. Luscombe: They have line numbers.  
G. DeGroot: Police dispatch doesn’t do it.  
 
Lt. Carlo: Companies should cross train before going to other towns.  
Chief Speranza: Haven’t you trained with other companies in town 
recently?  
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Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Reach out to our company and we will arrange 
something. It is important that we continue to cross train with Glen 
Rock since we attend many mutual aid calls during the week.  
Asst. Chief Longo: We’d be able to train at the training center if we could 
get money to get things done.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: After reviewing the website I noticed that my name 
has been removed.  
Chief Speranza: I will look into it. Keep in mind that the site is currently 
under re-design and that things are being moved and updated. We have no 
access to change anything right now; vendor is in control. I have emailed 
the vendor with concern to move forward with finalizing ASAP.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Is this a yearly subscription? And when does it start?  
Chief Speranza: We will be discussing this with the vendor to see what 
kind of compensation they can provide.  
 

Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and 
reopened to Board.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
 
A motion of adjournment was made Asst. Chief Warner and seconded by 
Asst. Chief Maher. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


