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Minutes of the meeting held on June 7, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with 
a salute to the flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. Moment of 
silence was held for recent tragedies. In attendance at this meeting were, 
Engine Company 1, Asst. Chief Christopher Di Bella, Tower Company 2 Asst. 
Chief David Maher, Engine Company 3, Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine 
Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter Van DerVelde, and Rescue Company 5, Asst. Chief 
Brian Warner      

 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Di Bella, while a second was made by Asst. 
Chief Warner to accept the Minutes as read.  

 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  

 
BILLS:  
 
AAA Emergency [(2) multi-gas meter]        $ 968.00 
AAA Emergency [Streamlight repair]       $ 87.18 
Passaic Fire Academy [Safety officer course, extrication course, burn building]  $ 1,400.00 
Suburban Generator Co. [repairs to generator at rescue]    $ 1,028.33 
EReplacement Parts [reimbursement – Brian Laube, rescue 5 chainsaw repairs]   $ 170.59 
Air Purifiers [exhaust cord & tube replacement/E3]     $ 296.00 
All Hands Fire [(5) PFD, (6) hose straps, set of irons/E3]     $ 1,563.88 
Darley [Stackable nozzle tip/E3]        $ 721.90 
T-N-T Tools [multi-purpose tool & mounting brackets/E3]      $ 302.70 
Darley [5”S straight gate valve]         $ 630.31  
DC Electric [installation of LED lights at training center]     $ 2,500.00 

Fire Safety Education [500 children’s fire hats]      $ 350.00 
 
Chief Speranza: Raised question to Borough Fire Clerk regarding the 
Suburban Generator Co. invoices.  
Clerk Flowers: Replied that it was discussed during our initial budget 
meeting at the beginning of the year that the Borough would encumber 
these funds out of the Borough budget line since it was attached to the 
Borough building. Invoices were submitted to Mary Jean for review. 
Following this brief meeting with MJ, multiple P.O.’s were received with the  
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funds coming out of the Fire Department lines – past due invoices for 2014 
& 2015 to be paid as well out of FD line.  
Chief Speranza: Directed to Board as to what their position was on the 
matter.  
 
It was unanimous decision by the Board of Fire Commissioners for this to 
be brought up to the Borough Administration to re-review.  
 
*Clerk Flowers supplied Chief Speranza with the open P.O.’s and multiple 
invoices from Suburban Generator Co. for further investigation with the 
Borough Administration.  
 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Longo and a second from Asst. Chief Van 
Der Velde, that the bills be approved and are to be submitted to the 
Borough Administrator for the final consideration of payment, for the 
exception of the open P.O.’s for Suburban Generator.  
 
Communications: 

- Letter from Brice Walder requesting for an application to become 
a member of the HFD Co. #3.  

- Letter from Kyle Harris notifying the Department of his recent 
address change.  

- Letter from FF Naumov requesting for a medical LOA due to a 
broken toe in two places. *Formal Dr. note was not received.  

 

Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief Di Bella reported for the month of May 2016, Company #1 
responded to: 22 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s),  0 standby(s), 
and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 24 alarms. In addition held 3 
training(s). 
 
Engine #1 is out of service. The engine was taken to Fire Safety for repair to 
the ball joints (recall item), and to look at the air inlet ejector which is 
malfunctioning. The engine is due back, hopefully, this Thursday or Friday.  
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FF Malandrino and Kennedy remain out on medical LOA. FF Morgan is out 
on a personal LOA in order to attend school out of state.  
 
Still waiting on the delivery of (4) PFD’s and (2) lengths of high rise 1¾” 
(green) hose.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Asst. Chief Di Bella: Directed to clerk Flowers, curious as to whether we 
received the P.O.’s back from All Hand’s for the PFD’s. 
Clerk Flowers: Still waiting for P.O. back from Borough, will notify as 
soon as the order is placed.  
 

Tower Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Maher reported for the month of May 2016, Company #2 
responded to: 23 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 2 mutual aid response(s), 0 
radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 27 alarms In 
addition, held 0 training(s).  
 
In the month of May Tower #2 responded to mutual aid to Paterson one 
time.  
 
Last evening our company attended a mutual aid drill at the Holland 
Home in North Haledon.  
 
Tower #2 will go for service as soon as Engine #1 is back in service. 
Requesting (2) Kenwood portable batteries. Also, we have (2) streamlight 
hand light’s out of service, requesting (2) steamlight ESpot Firebox hand 
lights to replace them.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Directed to Asst. Chief Maher, if you would like get a quote 
from the place you would like to order the streamlights. We have 
Kenwood batteries in stock.  
 
Chief Speranza: Any word on the body work?  
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Asst. Chief Maher: As soon as Engine #1 is back in service then we can 
schedule.  

 
Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of May 2016, 
Company #3 responded to:  23 box alarms, 0 radio alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 
mutual aid response(s), 0 standbys, and 2 drill(s) for a total of 25 alarms. In 
addition held 2 training(s). 
 
Engine #3 has added its new 5” hose on the apparatus; now carrying 1000’ of 
5” hose. Engine #3 has requested a new single gate valve for the 5” hose, 
along with new spanner wrenches. Engine #3 will be out of service on 
Wednesday, June 8, 2016 for batteries and electrical issues by the Fair Lawn 
DPW.  
 
A letter was received from FF Greer Jr. for a change of address. A letter was 
received by Engine #3 from Brice Walder who is interested in joining the 
HFD Co. #3.  
 
I would like to thank the HFD and all the firefighters for your 
wonderful showing of love and support to my family at such a difficult 
time in our lives. I am truly proud and honored to be a part of such a 
wonderful organization that steps up and puts its differences aside when 
tragedy arises and shows what family is all about. I could ask for no 
better.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of May 2016, 
Company #4 responded to: 22 box alarms, 0 still alarm(s), 5 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 1 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for a total of 32 alarms. 
In addition held 1 training(s). 
 
Engine #4 is wondering about the service to the apparatus for yearly 
maintenance that was to start in May. Engine #4 has a headlight out –  
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needs replacement and minor body repairs on the exterior and interior 
seat this Sunday, June 12, 2016. Engine #4 will be out of service from 
approximately 8am-6pm. A&B will be doing the repairs for $700.00. 
 
A vote was held last meeting before our company and company #4 voted to 
move forward with the new ordinances.  
 
Lastly, Engine #4 will be attending Lodi’s wet down this Saturday, June 11, 
2016 from 1pm – 5PM.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: If you need a headlight replaced give Domenic in Fair Lawn 
a call and he would probably have you come in tomorrow or ASAP.  

 
Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of May 2016 Company #5 
responded to: 21 box alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 1 
drill(s) for a total of 22 alarms. In addition held 0 training(s).  
 
Rescue #5 and the boat are in proper working order. Still have an air leak 
at the compressor, waiting for Fair Lawn DPW to schedule a date to repair. 
We are hoping to have something scheduled in the coming weeks.  
 
A vote was held last meeting before our company and company #5 voted to 
move forward with the new ordinances.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
Chiefs have been given a LOSAP reminder regarding the gentlemen who 
are/are not on the LOSAP program. Time is limited to get their applications 
in before they lose their credit.  
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Anyone interested in training with the NJ Transit, there is a seminar for 
NJ Transit emergency response and passenger train rescue on Saturday, 
June 11, 2016 @ 8:30 – 11:00AM classroom, 11:00AM – 11:45AM Lunch ($10.00) and 
12:00PM – 2:00PM will be field training at the rail yard. *No shorts, no 
sneakers or flip-flops. *Helmet and eye protection required. If interested 
please let me know ASAP. Passaic County will be doing one as well, but a 
date has yet TBD.  
 
I would like to thank the members who provided their effort with 
attendance of the several unfortunate passing’s of friends, family members 
and co-workers over the past few weeks. Thank you for your dedication to 
others as families have asked that I replay their gratitude for the caring 
and kindness the department provided. I would also like to thank our 
members for the attendance in this year’s Memorial Day Service and parade.  
 
Chief Speranza: Directed to Board, asking that we put in a letter to the 
parade director requesting to be placed at the front of the parade for a 
quicker emergency response/safety reasons. 
 
Board unanimously agreed that a letter be drafted by Clerk Flowers and 
submitted to the parade director.   
 
100th Anniversary: As we close in on our 100th anniversary event, I would 
like to thank the committee for their fortitude in bringing this event 
forward, hopefully the attendance is good and weather cooperates. Job 
well done! 
 
Ordinance Draft: Tonight the companies will report their position on the 
final draft of the FD ordinances to be presented to council. To enlighten 
our members, the Ordinance Committee completed their process and 
forwarded the recommendations to our Board of Fire Commissioners for 
input and finalization. The Board, with review of our Borough Attorney, 
made some adjustments to the ordinance proposals. In being diligent and 
as a courtesy to our members, the Board presented them to each company 
again to review the adjustments. Following the council adoption of the 
ordinances, the Board will then begin the review of existing “by-laws”, 
SOG’s and SOP’s for the department which has been defined by ordinance 
section 25-15. By-laws will be processed, adjusted if necessary, reviewed 
internally, and then presented to our Borough Administration and 
Attorney for legal clarification and acceptance as part of the  
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Department’s regulation and operations. It is likely that a majority of our 
by-laws, which were previously approved by the department through the 
“Robert’s Rules Process”, will be accepted as is or with little adjustments. To 
ensure member’s ownership, we will review them again to ensure members 
are aware and secure in the by-laws structure. This process will take 
several weeks or months… With completion we will expect to issue a 
membership entry booklet and website position with all of our 
department’s regulations and operating guests for our members.  
 
Will be getting photos from each fire house for the website banner; old to 
new photos. To be discussed at a later time when there is more 
information.  
 
Saturday, June 18, 2016: 100th anniversary picnic and celebration begins at 
10:00AM by meeting at FHQ, followed by procession from FHQ to the 
Bottagra location. At the Bottagra, the apparatus and members will 
receive the blessing of safety and good being from Chaplain Van Der Wall.  
Coverage for the event will be provided by Glen Rock and Prospect Park 
Fire Departments.   
 
Monday, July 18 & Monday, July 25, 2016: at Van Dyk Park Place the 
rescheduled Safety Officers course will be held 7:00PM – 10:00PM each 
night.  
 
Thursday, July 21, 2016: at 8:00PM we will be conducting an orientation 
meeting for members wishing to enhance their knowledge and assist with 
Rescue #5 as needed.  ALL members who are interested are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Leadership Camp Monday, August 15, 2016 & Thursday, August 18, 2016: 
Helicopter landing (Monday) and department program for the group 
around 11:30AM – 2:30PM (Thursday) – at least 6 members needed for 
Thursday.   
 
FEMA Grant Fitness Intervention Monday, September 12, 2016: **Entire 
Department program. 
 
When we come to the department, we will recruit the firefighters, 
consent them for the study, do their baseline health and wellness 
assessment, and get them started in the nutrition and physical activity  
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Intervention immediately. The firefighters will be actively engaged in the 
intervention or 6 months.  
 
In addition, a couple days before the baseline visit, a webinar training for 
the program and conference call with you and/or your designee. 
 
The provider is also asking us to recruit a few firefighters we think will be 
strong health advocates for the program so we can walk them through 
what we will be doing and give them a heads up on the health and 
wellness program components.  
 
Members need to attend one of the time schedules that your prefer us to 
meet. We are scheduling two sessions; one from 6:00PM – 7:30PM and 7:30PM – 
9:00PM.  
 
Hawthorne Day Saturday, September 24, 2016: We will be hosting a live burn 
demo covering sprinklers, selling t-shirts and trinkets for the 100th 
anniversary of the department. We will be building the demo shadow box 
early August.  
 
FD Physicals: We are setting the option of Sunday, September 11, 2016 & 
Monday, September 12, 2016 or Sunday, September 25, 2016 or Monday, 
September 26, 2016 for our physical program. I will let everyone know the 
choice in date ASAP.  
 
Motion was made by Asst. Chief Longo and seconded by Asst. Chief Di Bella 
to proceed with the Sunday, September 25, 2016 date.    
 
Rescue #5 Supplemental Agreement for Daytime Response: With response 
capabilities during working day time hours limited or unavailable, we are 
entering into a test co-response agreement with Glen Rock FD to ensure 
coverage for rescue incidents in the Borough. 
 
On normal working day hours, typically Monday-Friday from 6:00AM – 
6:00PM, the Hawthorne FD and Glen Rock Rescue will co-dispatch for all 
rescue incidents. This will exclude holidays and overnight response from 
6:00PM – 6:00AM. In the event our truck is unavailable to mobilize, we would 
then utilize Glen Rock’s rescue truck, this process would help to ensure at 
least one of the units are in service in a timely fashion. As an additional  
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safe-guard, our members who have completed extrication training couple 
supplement with the operation as needed.  
 
Subsequently when utilizing the Glen Rock rescue truck at a Hawthorne 
incident, we would co-operatively assist in the venture with provisional 
coverage for both towns if available or if needed during the Glen Rock 
rescue response in our jurisdiction. Additional or supplemental coverage 
for Glen Rock can be provided from Fair Lawn FD if needed as well. 
 
We will be continuing to work out details as needed with Glen Rock and 
Fair Lawn to help stabile response capabilities in the Borough. This effort 
is to ensure the safety of all involved. As we move forward, the 
meeting/orientation on Thursday, July 21, 2016 @ 8:00PN will provide the 
department a fair idea as to how many members are committed to assisting 
with rescue operations in the future.  
 

Dates to Remember: 
6/8/16 @ 6:00PM – 8:00PM @ Eastern Christian – Thank you celebration (all 

invited/class c uniform) 
6/18/16 @ 12:00PM @ Bottagra’s - 100 Year Anniversary Celebration  
6/29/16 or 7/1/16 @ 10:00AM @ the Boys & Girls Club *Pending – see February minutes 

7/18/16 & 7/25/16 @ Van Dyke Place – Rescheduled Safety Officer course 
7/21/16 @ 8:00PM @ FHQ – Orientation meeting for members interested in 
rescue skills 
8/15/16 & 8/18/16 @ Leadership Camp – see further details in above Chief’s report  
9/12/16 @ 6:00PM - 9:00PM@ Headquarters – FEMA health and wellness – see 

further details in above Chief’s report 

9/24/16 @ time TBD – Hawthorne Day 
9/25/16 @ time TBD @ FHQ – Dept. physicals 

 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Communication Division:  
 
Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of 
May 2016, Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 21 radio 
alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 4 drill(s) for a total of 25 alarms. 
In addition held 0 training(s) and 4 meetings.  
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Still having issues with the radio switch boxes in Fieldcomm and the air 
leak in the cascade booster.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: AAA Emergency was scheduled and is supposed to take care 
of the radio switch boxes, but has failed to follow through. Will 
continue to work on getting this matter resolved. DC Electrical has been 
approved to work on the generator – P.O. has been ready for weeks; will 
work on getting a date scheduled for this as well.   

 
Fire Prevention: No report at this time. 
 
Ladies Auxiliary: No report at this time. 

 
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  No report at this time. 
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time. 
 
100th Anniversary:  
 
George DeGroot: Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 9:00AM will be a staging at 
Bottagra’s so that we can be prepared the day of.  
 
Saturday, June 18, 2016 all hands on deck are necessary to begin setup for 
the later event, 8:00AM if possible. There are tables, chairs, banners, etc. that 
will need to be placed. A layout will be provided. 10:00AM staging at rescue 
followed by a procession down to Bottagra’s.  
 
Liquor license has been approved.  
 
Chief McAuliffe submitted a letter that two HPD officers would be needed 
for the day of at the cost of $1,000.00.  
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The original order of plastic mugs came in and were wrong – had old 
patch on. We ended up with 1,000 free mugs. New mugs with corrections 
will be received prior to event.  
 
Spoke with Koehler’s today, they are all set. Must be paid day of. Whatever 
alcohol is not used with be returned and reimbursed.  
 
Nick Mayben is checking in with the Passaic County Sheriff’s officers to 
handle to outside traffic patrol, looking to contract (3) officers for this. 
The Hawthorne PD officers will be for on-site monitoring.  
 
Lt. Lodder: Every company should have a sign-in sheet for the day of. Please 
fill the slots if you are able to.  
 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Want’s to make sure that the drivers of the 
apparatuses are provided a bracelet at Shotmeyers to ensure they are 
recognized and do not sneak alcohol.  
George DeGroot: Confirmed.  

 
Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center:  
Asst. Chief Longo: Happy to report that he met with Kevin Downes and his 
staffing to be involved in the repairs process. Both Downes and each 
member of the Board of Fire Commissioners was provided an updated list 
of projects/needs to take place.  
 
Signs have been donated by a company and will be displayed.  
 
During repairs the training center will be open to the companies but, 
please be mindful to the area and hazards around.  
 
Yankee has been notified that we are running lines for a couple different 
simulators.  
 
Should have great progress over the course of the next couple of months.  
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There is a raccoon in the building; please do a thorough walk-thru before 
training.  
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief: No report at this time.  

 
Website:  No report at this time.   

 
Old Business:  
 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: Directed to Clerk Flowers, inquiring on the status of 
the blowhard fan that was   
Clerk Flowers: Replacing the open Rosenbauer P.O. with the purchase of a 
new blowhard was denied by the Borough Administrator. It will be re-
written and submitted as per 5-0.   
 
Asst. Chief Maher: Directed to Chief Speranza, do you have a list of the 
members that were recently fit-tested?  
Chief Speranza: Yes. I will make copies for each company to have on file.  
 

Company 3:  
Asst. Chief Longo: Directed to Chief Speranza, any word on the saw that 
went out?  
Chief Speranza: Still waiting to be sent out; waiting on shipment tags to 
come in.  
 

Company 4:  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Directed to Chief Speranza, any word on the 10’ 
pony length requested?  
Chief Speranza: Give Kenny a call tomorrow/warranty item – 5”. *Chief 
Speranza will call personally.  
 

Company 5: No report at this time. 

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.   
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New Business:  
 
Oath of Office: No report at this time.  

 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: Want’s the minutes to reflect his personal opinion on 
the 7th avenue fire, Ridgewood Emergency Services did an absolutely 
fantastic job! Recommends to use them when needed.  
 
Chief Speranza: Directed to Clerk Flowers, send a thank you letter to the 
Ridgewood Emergency Services.  
 

Company 3:  
Asst. Chief Longo: Would like to request to order a 10’ pony length and a 
25’ length of 5” hose for engine.  
Chief Speranza: Inquired as to the color and make 
Asst. Chief Longo: Requests red/cloth.  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: yellow/plastic for his company. 
 

Company 4: No report at this time.  
Company 5: No report at this time.   

 
Chief’s Report: Borough needs to have votes from the companies 
regarding the revised ordinances by tomorrow.   
 
Changes were read aloud for public to hear. Each company has been 
supplied these revisions for review/vote prior. Main subjects with revisions 
were radio room personnel, officer requirements, voting percentages, 
probationary terms and members who resign.  
 
Chief Speranza opened to public floor for any questions on the readings. 
There were no questions.  
 
Company #1: Asst. Chief Di Bella reported that the members of Company #1 
were in favor of the revised ordinances for the exception of the 
following:  
- Persons joining the communications division  
- Voting rights of the communications division members  
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Company #2: Asst. Chief David Maher reported that a formal vote had not 
been done amongst the company as of yet, but the members reviewed the 
ordinance for several weeks and there was no opposition to the 
ordinances as proposed.  
 
Company #3: Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that the members of 
Company #3 had no opinions and unanimously agreed to move forward 
with the new revisions as read.  
 
Company #4: Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde reported that the members of 
Company #4 were in favor of the revised ordinances as read, although 
members did have questions regarding the following:  
- Exempt association  
 
Company #5: Asst. Chief Brian Warner reported that the members of 
Company #5 unanimously agreed to move forward with the new revisions 
as read.  
 
Process was approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners with an ending 
vote of 4-1 [4 yes, 1 no]. 
 
This will be forwarded immediately to the Borough attorney.  
 
Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 2: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 3: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 5: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Chief’s Report: Can’t thank the members enough for dedicating their time 
to come out to the wakes over the course of the weeks.  
 
Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and 
opened the meeting to public.  
 
Capt. Ron Walker: Inquired how many members are interested in attending 
FF1. 
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Chief Speranza: It is my recommendation that none of the current have to 
attend. If they would like to go, that is their decision. They will be 
supported whichever decision they proceed with. Radio personnel have 3-4 
days to decide if they will be attending the course.  
 
George DeGroot: Inquired as to when the horns would be fixed at Engine 
#1 & Engine #3; they have been OOS for months.  
 
Chief Speranza: Mike Nelson sent a text the other day that progress was 
being made on this matter. Mike Nelson will be inquiring with Skully on 
Monday to see if they can start working on the issues.  
 
Still have no antenna replacement, which is split. There is $5,000.00 aside in 
our budget line for the replacement of this. Our department is have 
numerous issues with reception. A letter from the Board would be 
recommended to be submitted to the Mayor regarding these matters.  
 
Lt. Lodder: Update on the ‘class c’ uniform quote, pants are $25.00 from 
turnout and the t-shirts would be purchased through a members company 
for $25.00. The entire ensemble would cost approximately $55.00 per person.  
Chief Speranza: Requests that we see a sample of this proposed uniform to 
ensure the quality is as good as 511 tactical apparel. Also inquired if we 
would be able to use the logo on file/duplicate it.  
Lt. Lodder: Will look into further. Stated that the proposed apparel was 
comparable to 511 tactical.  
Capt. Ron Walker: Will the colors stay the same as the current?  
Lt. Lodder: Will compare to ensure it is coordinated with the current 
‘class c’ uniform that some department members currently have.  
 

Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and 
reopened to Board.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
 
A motion of adjournment was made Asst. Chief Warner and seconded by 
Asst. Chief Di Bella. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


