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Minutes of the meeting held on March 1, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with a salute to the flag and a 
recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was held for Ex-Asst. Chief John ‘Jack’ 
Fannin. In attendance at this meeting were, Engine Company 1, Asst. Chief Christopher DiBella, 
Tower Company 2 Capt. Ronald Walker on behalf of Asst. Chief David Maher, Engine Company 3, 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter Van DerVelde, and Rescue Company 
5, Asst. Chief Brian Warner      
 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Warner, while a second was made by Asst. Chief DiBella to accept 
the Minutes as read.  
 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  
 
BILLS:  
 
Passaic County Mutual Aid Assoc. (Annual Dues) $ 100.00  
Samson Metal Service      $ 2,372.55 
Passaic County 200 Club (Annual Dues)   $ 250.00 
Firefighter 1       $ 1,224.00 
Meadowlands Ford Truck Sales, Inc.   $ 400.00 
East Coast Lighting, Inc.     $ 1,156.68 
Hawthorne Auto Lab      $ 143.96 
Yankee Propane, Inc.      $ 36.00 
American Hose & Hydraulics     $ 145.26 
ECM2, LLC.        $ 2,000.00 
Command Radio       $ 915.15 
Macaluso’s catering      $ 9,048.50 
Insurance Restoration Services    $ 64.00 
NJ State Volunteer Fireman’s Assoc. (Annual Dues)  $ 50.00 
Tanis Hardware       $ 37.35 
Firefighter 1       $ 298.87 
 
Motions were made by, Capt. Walker and a second from Asst. Chief Longo, that the bills be approved 
and are to be submitted to the Borough Administrator for the final consideration of payment.  
 
The Board were all in favor to submit the bills for final consideration.  

 
Communications: 
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 Letter from Jason Crawford (Co#2) requesting a 3 month leave of absence from the 
Department due to new work schedule. [Effective February 1 – May 1, 2016]  

 Letter from John Hurley (Co#4) notifying the Department of an address change (within the 
Borough) as of 2-15-16. 
 

 

Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief DiBella reported for the month of February 2016, Company #1 responded to: 38 box 
alarms, 2 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s),  0 standby(s), and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 41 alarms. 
In addition held 5 training(s). 
 
Helmet shield were ordered. Engine 1 is requesting a new high rise pack.  
 
Company 1 will be holding their annual comedy dinner on Saturday, March 12, 2016 @ 7:00PM. 
Submitting a request to utilize the Department’s sign board to promote this event (formal request 
submitted/received).  
 
At our company meeting on 2-23-16, the proposed ordinance was read. A question was raised in 
regards: if a member resigns in good standing and wants to rejoin the Department within a year, does 
that member have to go for a physical to rejoin?  
 
A letter with the company’s position on various Department proposals has been submitted along with 
this report. See below: 

1. Candidate Night: Candidates for Chief will meet together at firehouses. 17-0 In favor. 
2. Clothing Allowance: If you don’t attend the Memorial Breakfast (unexcused) you will get 

your check on the 23rd of December. 17-0 Against. 
 
 

3. Memorial Service: To be held the 1st Sunday of November. 17-0 In favor. 
4. Uniform Voucher: Borough purchases dress uniform then deducts from clothing 

allowance. 17-0 Against. 
5. Department Restructure (Deputy Chief’s): 17-0 against. *Formal letter with vote received. 

 
I am requesting a medical leave of absence for FF Malandrino retroactive February 1, 2016. *Motion 
accepted by Asst. Chief Warner & Asst. Chief Van Der Velde. 
 
Lastly, Company 1 would like to attend the upcoming Wallington Christmas Parade on November 26, 
2016.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
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Tower Company #2 
 
On behalf of Asst. Chief Maher, Capt. Ronald Walker reported for the month of February 2016, 
Company #2 responded to: 37 box alarms, 3 still alarm(s), 3 mutual aid response(s), 0 Chief’s call(s), 
0 radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 44 alarms In addition, held 1 training(s).  
 
In the month of February Tower 2 responded Mutual Aid (3) times to Paterson. 
 
Tower 2 is still in need of a bottle of calibration gas for the meter. Requesting (2) 1188 Yates Ladder 
Carabiner Extensions.  
 
At our company we discussed the current proposals, see votes below: 

1. Chief’s Election Process: Voted in favor by majority. *There are 2 exceptions, phone calls and 
letter campaigns are still to be an approved practice to ensure we do not take away from one’s 
First Amendment Right – ‘freedom of speech’.  

2. Uniform Voucher: Against by majority.  
3. Department Restructure (Deputy Chief’s): 13-0 against.  

 
 
I welcome Daryl Kallenberg to the Department.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
 
 
Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of February 2016, Company #3 responded to:  
36 box alarms, 0 radio alarm(s), 1 still alarm(s), 5 mutual aid response(s), 0 standbys, and 2 drill(s) 
for a total of 44 alarms. In addition held 2 training(s). 
 
Engine 3’s ground ladders have been recertified for service. FF Kuiken has received new bunker pants 
that we re-altered.  
 
FF Butler was injured in a fall at her school and was taken to the hospital for treatment. As per her 
Doctor, she has been relieved of all firematic duties until her bruising is healed. An official Doctor’s 
note has been requested, but as of today, no note has yet to be received relieving or releasing her. A 
letter from the Passaic County Fire Academy was received stating the same. (Letter from the PCFA 
submitted with report) 
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A letter from the Passaic County Fire Academy was received regarding FF Harris’s attendance. He 
missed his second class without notifying the Academy (which is a requirement) nor any notification 
to Company 3’s officers of this absence. (Letter from the PCFA submitted with report) 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Have you tried to make communication with FF Harris? 
Asst. Chief Longo: Has tried to reach out numerous time with no answer.  
Chief Speranza: Clerk Flowers to write a formal letter to be sent out to FF Harris requesting him to 
come before Fire Board (April) to discuss his attendance.  
 
 
 
 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of February 2016, Company #4 responded to: 
33 box alarms, 5 still alarm(s), 6 mutual aid response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 1 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for 
a total of 45 alarms. In addition held 2 training(s). 
 
Engine 4 is requesting that Fair Lawn DPW look at our battery chargers; they are pulsating. Our TIC 
camera is out of service due to battery issues – in need of a new battery. We are also in need of a 
tablet charging cord so Pinnacle can run wire and complete the installation of tablet. All radios have 
been moved in our cab.  
 
Congratulations to FF Hurley and his wife on their recent purchase of a home here in the Borough. 
(Letter notifying change of address submitted with this report) 
 
I would like an update on the status of the road striping in front of our firehouse. It has not been re-
done to date. Would also like to check the status of the Ex-Asst. Chief’s shield. 
 
All Company 4 members have been recertified in CPR as of 2-8-16.  
   
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: In regards to the Ex-Asst. Chief’s shield, the P.O. for the shields has been submitted 
to the Borough and will be ordered as soon as it is approved.  It should take around 2-3 weeks to 
receive. 
Chief Speranza: Board can send a letter to the Administrator to look into.  
Chief Speranza: Asst. Chief Van Der Velde to touch base with DPW and schedule to be fixed.  
Chief Speranza: Will touch base with Pinnacle regarding the needed items.  
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Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of February 2016 Company #5 responded to: 38 box 
alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 1 drill(s) for a total of 39 alarms. In addition 
held 2 training(s).  
 
Rescue 5 is requesting Hurst maintenance for the truck and tools. There is still an air leak at the 
compressor – waiting on Fair Lawn DPW to schedule a date for repair. 
 
I would like to thank Engine 1 & 4 for their assistance at the extrication MVA the other day. Great job 
by all!  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
 
 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
With the month ending yesterday, I can only thank our members whom provided through this 
unusually busy period. The Department answered over 50 calls for assistance and that number is 
considerably high. Again, thank you to the members who assisted.  
 
Thank you to our Ordinance Committee for their efforts in formatting the updated provisions. Your 
assistance is appreciated.  
 
I would also like to thank all who attended the service for J. Fannin.  
 
As we push into warmer weather, I am hopeful that company training will not only intensify, but our 
apparatus and drivers training will follow.  
 
Department info: The Department will be conducting a drill this Sunday, March 6, 2016 @ 10:00AM. 
The drill should run until around 12:00PM. Thank you Mr. Bertollo for helping us with this location.  
 
Department ladder testing has been completed without any incident; all equipment, with the 
exception on one ladder belt for T2, has passed testing/certification. 
 
Turnout gear is expected 3-18-16. A new request for 10 sets will be formatted to the administration. 
With this, I am asking the Chief’s/Capt.’s. to identify up to 10 members in dire need of gear. They will 
be scheduled for fitting with Firedex gear.  We have had recent issues with Globe gear.  
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Apparatus maintenance should be underway and Chief’s/Capt.’s. should begin scheduling ASAP.  
 
The Department is being recognized at the upcoming Rotary Beefsteak on March 9th at the 
Brownstone. I would like to propose the Board purchase at least 7 tickets.  
 
The Board has scheduled a meeting this Wednesday, March 2nd @ 7:30PM for Ordinance work 
session along with Monday, March 7 @ 7:00PM to meet with Chief McAuliffe dispatch items and 
ideas. *Both meeting will be held at Fire Headquarters. 
 
Lieutenants training is set to commence Tuesday, March 15th @ 7:30PM down at Fire Headquarters.  
 
March 14th we will be meeting regarding the budget. Please let me know if there is anything unusual 
needed.  
 
Dates to Remember: 
3/2/16 @ 7:30PM @ Headquarters – Ordinance work session 
3/6/16 @ 10:00AM @ 148 Maitland Avenue – Department Drill  
3/7/16 @ 7:00PM @ Headquarters – Meeting with Chief McAuliffe 
3/9/16  @ 6:30PM @ the Brownstone - Rotary Club is recognizing The Hawthorne Fire 
Department’s 100th Anniversary 
3/15/16 @ 7:30PM @ Headquarters – Lieutenants training 
4/30/16 @ TBD @ TBD - 100 Year Anniversary coin toss fundraiser 
6/18/16 @ 12:00PM @ Pending location - 100 Year Anniversary Celebration  
6/29/16 or 7/1/16 @ 10:00AM @ the Boys & Girls Club *Pending – see February minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Chief Speranza: 
Officers meeting, decided that open house will be held at individual companies. Lt. Carlo will be 
comprising the committee with 5 lieutenants from the companies.  
 
It has been decided that we will hold 2 annual meeting for the Department which will be posted as 
soon dates are decided.  
 
We had spoken briefly about the 4th of July fundraiser. Have not spoken to Chamber of Commerce 
yet, wanted to get input back from companies before moving forward with the idea.  
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Physicals will be held September 2016. This will likely be held in sync with Glen Rock Fire 
Department (making it available 2 weekends in a row). It is possible North Haledon as well (3 
weekends in a row).   
 
Communications issues, except driver’s radios, have been corrected. Pinnacle has done an excellent 
job. A new proposal for the antenna has been provided the Administrator, the antenna is split. 
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Nelson: There have been issues with the horns at company 3. We are currently 
working on isolating and fixing the issue. The tones may go off – please be aware and listen to your 
radios to ensure it is an active call and not faulty.   
 
Communication Division:  
 
Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of February 2016, 
Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 31 radio alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 
1 drill(s) for a total of 32 alarms. In addition held 2 training(s) and 3 meetings.  
 
Members of Communication have received turnout gear, for the exception of helmets. 1 member 
needs to be fitted for Fire 1.  

 
 
 
 
Fire Prevention:  
 
On behalf of Gene DeAugstines, Asst. Chief DiBella stated that at 25 Minerva there hoarding-like 
conditions. Be aware and cautious when responding to this location. 
 
Chief Speranza: 400 grand avenue, Wyckoff (just outside of Borough) nuclear waste is being stored. 
The town has been notified and it is being looked into by Wyckoff. Be aware and cautious if we are 
called to this location – it is very toxic/lethal.  
 
Ladies Auxiliary:  
 
Tina Patmos: Our annual fish and chips dinner is being held on Friday, March 25th at the Hawthorne 
Boys and Girls Club. Take-out is available and set for 5:30PM. Sit-down dinner will be held at 
6:30PM. Please contact myself (Tina) or Dot for tickets (Adults $15.00 each / Children under 12 years 
old $12.00 each). We thank Tastefully British for sponsoring this event.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Extended the Invitation to join the Department on Sunday for the drill.  
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Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):   
 
Asst. Chief Longo is supposed to meet with Mr. Bertollo. It looks very positive.  
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day:  
 
Live burn grant, will be using at Hawthorne Day. This must be advertised! It will be a demonstration 
fire. Will be further discussed as we get closer to the date.   
 
 
 
100th Anniversary:  
 
Chief Speranza: It was agreed last week that we would make a final decision on the venue dilemma.  
 
Bottagra supplied a proposal to Asst. Chief Van Der Velde that was distributed to the members. It 
listed the pricing and items Bottagra would offer if we decided to proceed with their venue. It was 
discussed during our last Anniversary meeting that members/guest were more interested in having a 
‘wet’ event rather than dry.  
 
Chief Speranza: Who would supply the beer garden if we were to proceed with Bottagra?  
 
George DeGroot: Possibly Koehler’s would provide at a discounted rate or donate. 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: This is something that needs to be decided immediately; thought this was 
a done deal. Since the committee seems adamant on a beer garden, Bottagra is the way to go since it 
will provide the property with a valid liquor license, food, staffing, etc. The only thing we will need to 
provide is the beer.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: What about the restrooms? Will they allow us to use them?  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: We are only to use the outside area. We will have to supply the restrooms.  
Chief Speranza: There is no way that the inside restrooms would be able to accommodate the amount 
of guests expected. Portable restrooms are a must.  
Ella Snyder: Does this include our tax id #? 
Van Der Velde: The proposal is tax free.  
Ella Snyder: If we do not have a beer garden, it is understood that the event will be a flop. We have 
already contracted a caterer for $7.00 a plate (tax free). Bottagra’s is $9.25 a plate. We have the field 
behind pool and band stand should be finished by the time of the event, do we still use this or will 
everything be in the parking lot of Bottagra?  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Everything will be in Bottagra’s parking lot. The venue is closing down to 
accommodate up. 
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Ella Snyder: A $1,400.00 deposit has already been made to the caterer. How do we go about this? 
Chief Speranza: We are 90 days out from the event so there should be no problem in getting our 
deposit returned. This leaves the vendor ample time to fill the void. If needed we can speak with our 
Borough Attorney. *Asks to see the contract with the vendor. 
Ella Snyder: Supplied contract to Board.  
Nick Mayben: Stated that the current financial status of the 100 year anniversary is very tight as it is. 
Not sure this is something we can afford.  
Asst. Chief Longo: We need to find out where we can get the beer from before proceeding with to see 
where we will end up with costs.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: We still have an upcoming fundraiser which should hopefully bring in a 
substantial amount along with continuous donations from sponsors, etc.  
Asst. Chief DiBella: Is there another 100 year anniversary coming up?  
Ella Snyder: What about the one property? 
Asst. Chief DiBella: property was sold to the Muslim church, they do not have a liquor license 
anymore.  
Ella Snyder: A committee meeting scheduled tomorrow.  
Chief Speranza: We will continue this discussion and finalize at the upcoming 100 year anniversary 
meeting. Parking to be discussed as well.  
George DeGroot: Head mug idea was not ideal to the Department. 
Chief Speranza: This will be discussed tomorrow at the anniversary meeting. 
George DeGroot: An order has already been submitted – a final decision must be made ASAP. 
Chief Speranza: The mugs seem a little expensive. Asst. Chief Maher gave some good suggestions. 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: The sheets went out to the companies and not many members signed up for 
them. Concerned that we may not be able to sell these mugs.  
Capt. Walker: Many of the members are unsure since they never saw a proof of what is to go on the 
mug.  
George DeGroot: This has been brought up numerous times. It will have the company’s name and 
anniversary logo on it.   
Chief Speranza: Prices on current caterer’s contract stated that they may go up due to inflated beef 
costs. The contract is not concrete and we should not face penalty for cancellation.  
 

Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center: No report at this time. 
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief: No report at this time.  
 
Website:  No report at this time.  
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Old Business:  
 
Company 1:  
Are the checks available for the receipts submitted from the repairs and standby?  
Clerk Flowers: Checks were issued to Company 1 of Department Good and Welfare account. 
Company 2: No report at this time.   

Company 3: No report at this time 

Company 4: No report at this time. 

Company 5: No report at this time. 

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.  

 

New Business:  
 
Oath of Office:  
 
Daryl Kallenberg (Co#2) was sworn into office by Chief Speranza.  
 
Company 1: No report at this time. 
Company 2: No report at this time. 

Company 3: No report at this time. 

Company 4: No report at this time.     

Company 5: No report at this time.   

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.  

 
 

Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1:  
Please keep Ralph Malandrino in your prayers. He has had is surgery and is recovering. Still residing 
at Van Dykes in Ridgewood.  
Company 2:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 3:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 5:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
 
Chief’s Report:  
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All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
 
Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and opened the 
meeting to public.  
 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Upset that it was not brought up to the Department regarding lost/stolen items 
by a company 3 member.  
Chief Speranza: an investigation is underway.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: What was the delay in reporting it?  
Asst. Chief Longo: We had to collect the necessary information to report to the Paterson Police 
Department. It was not reported to us until 1:30AM on the night it happened.  
Chief Speranza: Clerk Flowers to write a formal letter to be sent out to FF Harris requesting him to 
come before Fire Board (April) to discuss his attendance.  
 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Inquired what badge and wallet was and what was being purchase? 
Chief Speranza: It is a vendor that supplies the Fire Department badges.  
 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Asst. Chief’s job is to respond to the fire house, not to the scene.  
Chief Speranza: When he is out of town it is arranged to have coverage, however, there are issues with 
members responding directly and it will be addressed.  
 
Company 1 Member: When is the audit going to be done? 
Chief Speranza: Check with Capt. Tripicchio. There are 2 years of audit that need to be done in order 
to be caught up. Clerk Flowers will take care of years moving forward.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and reopened to 
Board.  
 
Chief Speranza: 
There are a few proposals that were to be discussed with your companies during your monthly 
meeting. Prior to closing I would like to get your formal votes so we may determine whether to close 
these out for good.  
 

1. Restructure of the Department – denied by all companies 
2. Chiefs election process – pending 
3. Voucher – Pending decisions from companies 3&4 
4. Memorial Service – Unanimously accepted 

 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


