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Minutes of the meeting held on July 5, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with 
a salute to the flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. In 
attendance at this meeting were, Engine Company 1, Asst. Chief Christopher 
Di Bella, Tower Company 2 Asst. Chief David Maher, Engine Company 3, Asst. 
Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter Van DerVelde, and 
Rescue Company 5, Asst. Chief Brian Warner      

 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Di Bella, while a second was made by Asst. 
Chief Longo to accept the Minutes as read.  

 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  

 
BILLS:  
 
Downes Tree Service [multi training center repairs]      $ 8,000.00 
Penguin Management Inc. [E-dispatch 7/1/16 – 12/31/16]    $ 828.00 
Acme Foods/Dunkin Donuts [Memorial Day parade refreshments]   $ 286.18 
Firefighter 1 [T2 blowhard fan]       $ 3,300.00 
Diversified Inspections [T2 telescoping inspection/certification]    $ 600.00 

 
Motions were made by, Asst. Warner and a second from Asst. Chief Di Bella, 
that the bills be approved and are to be submitted to the Borough 
Administrator for the final consideration of payment.  
 
Communications: 

- Letter from Engine Company 1 requesting the use of (2) of the 
Dept. fryers for an upcoming event they are hosting on Saturday, 
August 20, 2016. 

- Letter from Jeff Hackman requesting a 3 month LOA as he will be 
leaving the country.   

 
No objections to the LOA of Jeff Hackman. He is to keep the Dept. notified 
of his status.  
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Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief Di Bella reported for the month of June 2016, Company #1 
responded to: 20 box alarms, 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s),  0 standby(s), 
and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 23 alarms. In addition held 2 
training(s). 
 
Engine #1 was placed back in service on Thursday, June 9, 2016, after repairs 
were made on the apparatus at Fire & Safety Services.  
 
FF Malandrino & Kennedy remain out of medical LOA. FF Morgan is out on 
a personal LOA in order to attend school out of state.  
 
I am requesting the status of the 2 lengths of high rise 1 ¾” (green) hose, 
and the front intake pony length.  
 
Company #1 will be hosting a wing night on Saturday, August 20, 2016 as a 
fundraiser. Company # is requesting the use of the departments 2 fryers for 
the event.  
 
A certificate of completion has been submitted to the Fire Clerk for 
regional rail response training/Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Directed to the Board regarding the request to use the 2 
fryers for the upcoming event.  
Board: There were no issues with this request among the Board.  
 
Chief Speranza: Will have an answer to Di Bella tomorrow regarding the 
status of the pony length and high rise hose.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Nelson: Horns/sirens have been repaired at Company #1. 
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Tower Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Maher reported for the month of June 2016, Company #2 
responded to: 19 box alarms, 0 still alarm(s), 3 mutual aid response(s), 0 
radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 23 alarms In 
addition, held 2 training(s).  
 
In the month of May Tower #2 responded to mutual aid to Paterson three 
times.  
 
The preventative maintenance on Tower #2 has been completed by Fair Lawn 
DPW. Aerial testing is scheduled for Thursday, July 7, 2016.  
 
Company #2 attended a mutual aid drill in Prospect Park for a walk 
through of their elementary school. 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Asst. Chief Maher: Expressed concern regarding the minutes from last 
month’s meeting regarding the vote on ordinances. Since there was no 
formal vote taken among the company, inquired as to why it was counted 
as a ‘yes’. 
Chief Speranza: Since there was no opposition it was counted as a ‘yes’.  

 
Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of June 2016, 
Company #3 responded to: 18 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 0 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 20 
alarms In addition, held 2 training(s). 
 
Engine #3 has received a letter from FF Hackman for a 3 month LOA due to 
work related issues.  
 
Engine #3 has received a single gate valve for the new 5” hose, which was 
put in service 2 weeks prior. E-3 has some of its portable radios re-
programmed – not all are complete; will talk to 5-0 to see when this can be 
done.  
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Company #3 would like to thank all of the firefighters who showed up to 
volunteer their time at our 100th anniversary day. We would like to extend 
our gratitude to our junior firefighters, ladies auxiliary and committee 
members. Without the help of the above, it would not have been as 
successful. I would like to thank the members of Engine #3 for attending 
fire prevention day at the Hawthorne Boy’s and Girl’s Club.  
 
I would like to bring to the attention of the Board of Fire Commissioners 
that is has been 5 months that Company #3 has been without horns/sirens. 
When will they be put back into service? It has become a safety concern for 
our district. Also, there is a growing concern at 55 Westervelt Ave., 
nothing so far has been done to correct the numerous violations that 
have been noted throughout the building in the last year. This is a poorly 
constructed and maintained building and there is no cooperation from 
the superintendents on site. Any firefighters entering this building 
should use extreme caution!  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Ex-Asst Chief Nelson: The DPW truck has been OOS; it was recently fixed but 
pending a signed purchase order from Eric Mauer so we can retrieve the 
truck and resume work.  
Asst. Chief Longo: A concerned tenant has made remarks and would like to 
know what can be done about this?  
Chief Speranza: Directed to Asst. Chief Di Bella, can the Board send a letter 
to the Fire Prevention requesting a full evaluation? 
Asst. Chief Di Bella: Absolutely, you can send a letter in. The site has been 
fined and warned on multiple occasions. Recommends contacting 
construction official John Binoto as well.  
Chief Speranza: Will be making a phone call tomorrow to Fire Marshall 
DeAugstines to schedule a full walk-through of this site.  
Asst. Chief Longo: We recently received a call to this location for an 
entrapped victim in the elevator (building management had no idea) and 
there was a large party going on in the lower basement with open flamed 
candles near flammable materials. As per the request of the Fire Marshall 
the guests we asked to blow out the candles for safety precautions. The 
guests at this time were very upset, key to the fire alarm (downstairs by 
event) was also left in the box. When speaking with management they were  
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Reluctant to let us contact the superintendent, and when we finally were 
able to contact him it went straight to voicemail. 

 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of June 2016, 
Company #4 responded to: 19 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 9 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 1 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for a total of 30 alarms. 
In addition held 2 training(s). 
 
Radios have been re-programmed and CBMA frequency was put back in the 
portable radios. Engine #4 repairs were completed last month, as well as  
 
Our yearly service by Fair Lawn DPW; they are looking into the sensor for 
our light tower which is still flashing all the time. Fair Lawn DPW is 
recommending that we replace our 4 rear tires. A quote was forwarded to 
the Chief and awaiting status for tires to be replaced.  
 
Requesting a pair of XL gloves.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: You can pick up when we arrange for members to pick up 
the new gear, possibly this Saturday. 

 
Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of June 2016 Company #5 
responded to: 22 box alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 1 
drill(s) for a total of 23 alarms. In addition held 0 training(s).  
 
Rescue #5 and the boat are in proper working order. The truck was services 
by Fair Lawn DPW and will need to go back to finish up the work.  
 
Rescue #5 cross-trained with Engine #4 and will be going to Glen Rock on 
Thursday, July 14, 2016 to start our training with them.  
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With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
First and foremost, I would like to thank our 100th anniversary committee 
for their efforts in presenting the anniversary party last month. I have 
heard that we could have added a thousand items to the event and also 
understand that many members had the opportunity to work with this 
committee and chose not to. With this, the individuals who did commit 
to the event did a great job overall. I am also disgusted that an ex-member 
would post derogatory comments on social media concerning the event 
and the committee members. I have and will continue to confer with legal 
representation, the social media vendor and our board on this matter.  
 
FYI – with daytime response availability for our rescue company being 
challenged, the department understands a need to undertake a proactive 
stance and provide sustained rescue service daytime hours. So as we begin 
the lengthy process of recruiting rescue members we will help stabilize the 
need to the following: 
 
We will continue to ensure the utilization of our previously trained 
members within the department. A meeting of those seriously interested in 
assisting the rescue operation will be held on Thursday, July 21, 2016 at 
8:00PM down at HQ. From this meeting we hope to identify the personnel 
and provide a specific monthly training night for the associated members 
assisting rescue.  
 
Additionally, we have begun cross-training without mutual-aid partner, 
Glen Rock Fire Department, on cooperative rescue operations. With this, 
we have entered into an agreement with Glen Rock FD for daytime rescue 
coverage to out department (basically combining the effort of both dept.’s 
rescue members). In the event the need for a rescue truck from Glen Rock 
occurs in Hawthorne, the Hawthorne FD will provide a blanket engine 
coverage to both out department and Glen Rock through the rescue 
operation, this insuring sufficient manpower to both departments.   
 
Drill: On another items in the houses on Royal Avenue appear to be closing 
in to their demo dates as the last homes property has been secured. I expect 
that we will get rather short notice sometime within this or the next  
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Month as to the final drill opportunity for these properties. The drill 
will be discussed and planned at the upcoming officers meeting on 
Tuesday, July 19, 2016. 
 
Safety: A reminder the certified safety officer’s course will be conducted as 
requests on Monday, July 18 & Monday, July 25, 2016 at Van Dyk Park Place 
promptly at 7:30PM (both dates).   
 
Hawthorne Day: We will need to construct the two rooms that will be 
utilized for the live burn demo on the fate of Hawthorne Day beginning 
in August.  
 
Pool Passes: There are pool passes available to our members (only) if they 
choose. Trying to work a deal with Glen Rock to use their pool at a 
discounted rate.  
 
Order has been placed for the antenna. It should take about 4-6 weeks for 
it to be replaced. We will have to use channel 4 during this duration. 
 
Ex- Asst. Chief Nelson: It is not wired for that.  
 
New gear has arrived from FF1, will try and make it available for this 
Saturday. 
 
Congratulations to our softball team for making it into the playoffs.  
 

Dates to Remember: 
7/18/16 & 7/25/16 @ 7:30PM @ Van Dyke Place – Rescheduled Safety Officer 
course 
7/21/16 @ 8:00PM @ FHQ – Orientation meeting for members interested in 
rescue skills 
8/15/16 & 8/18/16 @ Leadership Camp – see further details in above Chief’s report  
9/12/16 @ 6:00PM - 9:00PM@ Headquarters – FEMA health and wellness – see 

further details in above Chief’s report 

9/24/16 @ time TBD – Hawthorne Day 
9/25/16 @ time TBD @ FHQ – Dept. physicals 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Communication Division:  
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Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of 
June 2016, Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 25 radio 
alarm(s), 1 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill(s) for a total of 27 alarms. 
In addition held 0 training(s) and 4 meetings.  
 
All members, computer and recording equipment in the radio room and 
Fieldcomm are in working order as of Thursday, June 30, 2016, with the 
exception of the radio switch boxes in Fieldcomm and the air leak in the 
cascade booster. 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Fire Prevention: No report at this time. 
 
Ladies Auxiliary: No report at this time. 

 
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  No report at this time. 
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time. 
 
100th Anniversary:  
 
George DeGroot: Expressed his gratitude from the committee for the 
turnout of our members.  
 
There were issues with relief by members, but otherwise went well.  
 
Final profit is still pending. Once  
 
Thursday, July 14th, 2016 there will be a sale at HQ where the coins will be 
sold for $7.00 pc, t-shirts $10.00 pc, mugs $2.00 pc, glasses $5.00 pc, bundle (t-
shirt, mug & glass) for $15.00, bundle with coin for $20.00.  
 
Asst. Chief DiBella: Inquired as to where we stood without profits? 
George DeGroot: It is still pending. Once we receive the deposit back from 
Koehler’s we will have a better standing of where we are with profit. We 
expect to have made around $3,500.00 for the day.  
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Chief Speranza: In reference to how donations will be spent, the 
anniversary committee had agreed that they would donate it to St. 
Barnabus, Chief Speranza stated that it would have to be brought before 
the Board and be a department decision. Would like to see it used on class 
‘C’ uniforms for the department members. 
Asst. Chief Maher: This was brought up before the Board once before…  
George DeGroot: About 4 years ago and it was agreed that it would be 
donated.  
Chief Speranza: This was prior to the department’s decision to purchase 
class ‘C’ uniforms. This money was donated to the Hawthorne Fire 
Department. 
Ella Snyder: There are funds coming from the cigars and hydrant raffle. 
Chief Speranza: We are still working on selling the cigars. 
 
George DeGroot: We will be dispersing the ‘bad’ mugs between the 
companies.  
 
Clerk Flowers: A letter from Kimberly Tamburro was received thanking us 
for allowing her to have a bake sale at the anniversary event. Funds will be 
used to restore the firemen’s monument.  

 
Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center: No report at this time. 
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief: No report at this time.  

 
Website:  No report at this time.   

Old Business:  
 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2: No report at this time. 

Company 3: No report at this time. 

Company 4: No report at this time. 

Company 5: No report at this time. 

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.   
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New Business:  
 
Oath of Office: No report at this time.  

 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: There is a short in the warning lights on #57. 
Chief Speranza: This has been corrected.   
 

Company 3: No report at this time. 

Company 4:  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Are they going to be painting the stripes on the 
road again by the fire houses?  
Chief Speranza: They will be boxes, no ‘X’ 
Ex-Asst. Chief Nelson: You are on the list. There is no ordinance for the ‘X’ 
so the town will not be doing it.  

Company 5: No report at this time.   

 
Chief’s Report: Borough needs to have votes from the companies 
regarding the revised ordinances by tomorrow.   
 

Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 2: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 3: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
 
Company 5:  
Asst. Chief Warner: Gene DeAugstines is back in service.  

Chief’s Report: Can’t thank the members enough for dedicating their time 
to come out to the wakes over the course of the weeks.  
 
Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and 
opened the meeting to public.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Expressed his concern regarding the previously 
discussed issue of the website – his name is missing from the roster. He has  
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reached out to the site provider and believes he narrowed down what 
had happened. He had been deleted by the administrator. Wants to ensure 
he is put back on the roster.  
Chief Speranza: Explained that a new and updated roster will be provided 
to the provider once the site is about ready to be launched. 
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: A county ordinance must be made to enforce the lines 
in front of the fire houses.  
Chief Speranza: It is something that must be enforced by the HPD. Are we 
able to request this be an ordinance?  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: It is a law that traffic does not block these 
entrances. You can send in a letter of request to the County.  
 

Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and 
reopened to Board.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
 
 
A motion of adjournment was made Asst. Chief Warner and seconded by 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


