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MEETING MINUTES 

February 5, 2013  

ATTENDANCE 
Chairperson Paul Giardino (PG) –  Yes  Vice Chairperson Tom Dwyer (TD) – Yes 

Commissioner Rick Hockenberry (RH) - Yes Commissioner Brian VanHook (BV) -  Yes 

Commissioner David Sailer (DS) - No  Alternate Declan Madden (DM) – No 

Council Liaison Joe Wojtecki (JW) – Yes  DPW Liaison Joe Clementi (JC) –  Yes 

Borough Arborist Steve Schuckman (SS) – No HSTC Secretary Gina Brown (GB) – Yes 

 

Motion to open February 2013 HSTC meeting at 4:30pm made by PG, seconded by RH, 

approved unanimously. 

1. Public Session:    

Ex-Chairperson, Pieter Slump briefly attended to update the Commission. 

Pieter reported that the TREE CITY signs will need to be updated with the new “years” labels, 

which should be coming this spring.  The DPW will handle this when we receive them.  There 

should be a total of 5 signs and currently one sign is missing at the Lincoln Ave & Diamond 

Bridge intersection.  Other current locations for these signs throughout the town are Goffle Road 

at the Entrance to the park down by McFarlin Avenue, Van Winkle & Lincoln Avenue (by Lee 

Ave), and at the parking lot at the Wagaraw Ball fields.  There is one sign that is unaccounted 

for.  Pieter reminded the commission that we need to begin to find locations for 2013 plantings.   

2.   New Items: 

A.  Joe Clementi reported on the status for the DPW.  The backlog list consists of 4 stump 

removals, 20 prunings and 15 removals.  The Borough is operating on a temporary budget at this 

time and for now these jobs are halted.  (May only be to until the end of February).  The HSTC 

Truck is in need of a new head gasket and is not operable at this time.  The cost could run 

between $10,000 - $15,000.   The repair cannot be made until the Council approves. 

B. Paul was asked by the Borough to select 10 sidewalk areas throughout the borough that need 

repair under the 2013 Road Rebuilding Project.   He toured the town and compiled a list and has 

submitted. 

 

C.  The resident at 123 Post Avenue contacted the Borough to complain about the poor pruning 

job that PSEG / Asplundh Tree Co. performed on their tree.  It appears they removed a large area 

of the tree leaving the tree looking horrible and potentially causing harm to the tree.  Paul will 

contact Steve Shuckman to evaluate the tree.  If needed, the Borough will file to charge PSE&G 

for the cost to remove and replace the tree. 
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D. The Borough Administrator contacted the HSTC to request a tree removal at the Wagaraw 

Ball Field  (Field #4). They are planning to expand this ball field to include a soccer field area by 

extending the outfield.  The expansion will include lighting and there is a smaller maple tree 

that is in the way. The tree at the ballfield will be removed and one or two replacement trees will 

be planted after the project is complete.  HSTC will have input on the replacement(s). 

 

E.  Joe Wojtecki advised the Commission that the Borough is submitting for federal monies thru 

FEMA for 75% of the costs for emergency services as a result of Super Storm Sandy.  

 

F.  Work order request made by Joe Wojtecki on behalf of Frank Mathews, 584 Lincoln Avenue.  

Mr. Mathews reported that a tree fell onto another tree that belongs to the borough which is 

located at his property. He is requesting a new planting.   

 

G.  Joe Wojtecki inquired about the status of the sidewalk replacement for 10 Oak Place.  PG 

will check to make sure that this is on the list for DPW. 

3.  Approval of January Meeting Minutes.  

Motion to approve the January 2013 meeting minutes was made by PG, seconded by RH, 

unanimous approved. 

4. Old Items: 

A.  ARBOR DAY 2013 – Saturday, April 27h
    

Paul met with Kevin Duffy, BOE Member in charge of Buildings and Grounds, regarding his 

planting requests at Hawthorne High School for our annual Arbor Day celebration.  Mr. Duffy 

would like approximately 18 trees planted in the front of the school to improve the appearance.   

His suggestion was to plant some Red Cedar Trees.   He also would like to have the two cherry 

trees, located near the entrance, evaluated for possible removal.  Rick and Tom have agreed to 

inspect the trees and will report back to the Commission.  Steve Shuckman may need to evaluate 

as well.   Unfortunately, the budget for Arbor Day is only $2,000 and Mr. Duffy’s request cannot 

be fulfilled.  Paul will contact him to discuss the option of planting a tree on the grounds in front 

of the auditorium.    If Mr. Duffy disagrees, then another location for Arbor Day planting will be 

selected.  At this point, that location will be on the grounds of the Hawthorne Pool on May 

Street. We need to arrange for a State Arborist to be present at the planting.  Gina will contact 

the Community Forestry this week. 

 

B.  Cel-Earth-Bration for Earth Day  Saturday, April 20
th

 at HHS.  Rick Hockenberry will be 

providing the tree for the raffle. 

 

C.  TreeFiles/Laptop UpdateThe laptop is still waiting for the software to be installed by Paul 

Cowie and we will need to arrange training as well.  Paul will follow up with Mr. Cowie. 

 

PG made motion to close, BV seconded, unanimous approval to close meeting at 6:10pm. 

 


