
         
 

Hawthorne Green Team Committee Minutes – March 28, 2016  

Attendees: Rayna Laiosa, Rosanne Zagatta, Carol Roberston, Molly Sher, Mary Mahon, 

Barbara McGuick, Ed McGuick, Yvonne Hummeries, and Ellen Brogno 
 

Green Team Purpose 

- Making community life sustainable in a way that minimizes environmental harm and 

depletion of natural resources  

- Framework is based on the Sustainable Jersey Certification 

 

Topics Discussed on 03-28-2016: 

a. Review February 22, 2016 Green Team minutes - Approved 

 

b. Community Garden Discussion 

i. 2016 Community Garden Season – Idea  Request/Suggest that each of 

the gardeners plant a row of Pollinator plants; Green Team, Carol 

Robertson, created a list of plants for the gardeners; Pat will contact 

Peggy, Barbara, and Rita to ask if they have an interest in conducting a 

lecture with Carol on Pollinator plants. Green Lecture sometime in June 

2016. Pat will contact the Library for available dates.  

ii. Green Lecture– May 5, 2016  at 7:30 pm Hawthorne Library “Native 

Plants” – Pre-planting, soil preparation, and vegetable gardening; Rayna 

will send to Barbara last year’s Green Lecture press releases as a 

template. Week of April 25, 2016 press release issued to the Hawthorne 

Press and Gazette 

iii. Green Lecture –April/May 2016 – Gardening Basics 

iv. City Green – Rayna will communicate to Claudia to request that Pat 

MacDonnell receive all City Green e-mails to notify our gardeners about 

upcoming events and information.  

 

c. Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program – Status Update – Hawthorne was 

awarded the $2,000 Sustainable Jersey Building Capacity Grant – Native Plant 

Innovation Project 

 

d. ANJEC ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION GRANTS FOR OPEN SPACE 

STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS – Deadline is April 1, 2016 by 4:30 pm; Carol 

prepared the initial draft of the ANJEC grant application.  Rayna will reviewed 

and finalized the grant application.  Discussed with the Green Team members.  

Rayna prepared a letter of support for Eric Maurer to review and sign. Barbara, 

Carol, and Rosanne will review the final grant application and send comments to 

Rayna by Wednesday March 30, 2016.   

 

e. 24
th
 Annual Cel-Earth-Bration Saturday April 9, 2016 – Hawthorne High School 

i. Theme “Green Living” 

ii. School Application – BOE – Rosanne submitted – Room 120, cafeteria, 

auditorium, and classrooms – Approved/Confirmed 

iii. Teachers Representing the 5 schools – Rosanne will be requests – In-

process 

iv. Discussion – A Learning Experience Interactive Stations – “Learning 

Centers” 



1. Bird teaching in classroom – Barbara McGuirk; Mary Mahon 

will put together a craft project on the topic of birds for the kids 

(coloring books; hummingbird nest, etc.); After discussion with 

the Commissioners and Green Team members, the bird teaching 

will be moved to the Cafeteria, not classroom; Rosanne will 

bring carpets for the kids to seat on.  Also, Rosanne will bring 

magnets for the craft project. Rayna will bring chalk/white board 

easel for Time Schedule of bird teaching program.  

2. Kids to Kids Program – Scott Chrimel – Food Web, Water, 

Recycling, Anti-Idling 

v. Recycling Contest – “Giving Living” letters to Students and Teachers; 

Completed 

1. Update on Prizes – Local and surrounding businesses  

2. 2016 Business List – See Excel spreadsheet  

3. Certificates – None; same as last year 2015 

4. Judges – TBD 

vi. Winners – Display at the Hawthorne Library – Approved 

vii. Potential Vendors/Entertainment 

1. Getting to Know Hawthorne’s Environment – Environmental 

Resource Inventory Figures/Maps – Water – Yvonne will put 

together a summary for Rayna to review; Green Map (pictures of 

Touring of Hawthorne; walking down the hallway display) – 

Project moved to the 25
th
 Annual Cel-Earth-Bration – April 2017 

2. Facepainting/Tattoos/Sponges – Rosanne will purchase items; 

Done; Needs (2) round tables 

3. Craft Workshop – Mary Mahon – Done; Needs (2) tables 

4. Hawthorne Shadetree Commission – Confirmed; Needs (1) table 

5. Monarch Butterfly/Native Plants Demonstration Table – Ed 

McGuirk; Needs (2) tables 

6. Flo’s Market – Rayna will follow-up with Flo (Ellen)- 

Confirmed 

7. Dirt Cake – Scott Chrimel - Confirmed 

8. Lincoln Middle School – Games – Two (2) new teachers are 

interested in participating at Cel-Earth-Bration; Raffles – plants; 

Confirmed; Needs (2) tables 

9. Request – Sewing School participation and Stephanie Tonnesen, 

local resident, will conduct the  “Re-Purpose Clothes” workshop 

– Moved to the 25
th
 Annual Cel-Earth-Bration – April 2017 

10. Hawthorne Environmental Commission – Needs (2) tables 

11. Hawthorne Recycling Program – Confirmed; Needs (2) tables 

viii. Schedule of Events - Need two Posters  

1. Rizzo Reptile – 11:00 am and 12:15pm 

2. Mad Science – 10:30 am 

3. Bird Learning Center – Moved to the Cafeteria 

4. Kids to Kids Programs – Moved to the Cafeteria  

5. Award Ceremony – 1:45 pm 

ix. Publicity/Press Release/Ads 

1. Ad – Environmental Commission – Hawthorne Press - Week of 

April 4, 2016 

2. Ad – Shadetree Commission – Hawthorne Press week of March 

21, 2016 

3. Channel 77 – Rayna will prepare and send to the Borough 

4. Nextel Alerts – Rayna will prepare and send to the Borough 

5. Hawthorne Press/Gazette – Rayna will prepare and send press 

releases. Week of March 31, 2016 

6. Borough Website – Rayna will prepare and send to the Borough 



7. Facebook pages - Rayna will prepare and send to Hazel Pinos 

the information 

8. Fliers for local businesses- Maureen will print out the fliers at 

Borough Hall and members will distribute throughout 

Hawthorne 

9. Signs – Doubled sided wording; Mike is working wth Marc 

Molenaro; Sign Permit; Re-Using old Cel-Earth-Bration signs 

from last year; Maureen will handle the sign permit. Mike will 

work with Maureen on distributing the signs throughout 

Hawthorne. 

x. Cel-Earth-Bration Budget Items 

1. Tattoos/Facepainting/Giveways (prizes) Rosanne Zagatta  $350  

2. T-Shirts – Maureen 

3. Pizza – Maureen 

4. Ad – Hawthorne Press  

5. Vendors – Rizzo Reptiles & Mad Science 

xi. Photographer 

xii. Special Invitations – Rosanne will communicate to BOE, Mayor, and 

Council members 

xiii. Thank You Poster – Need to Make a Poster - Mike Mariani; Rayna will 

send information for poster to Mike by Friday April 1, 2016 

xiv. Shredding Day – Municipal Building – Saturday April 9, 2016 

 

f. Sustainable Jersey – Re-Certification– Borough of Hawthorne certification 

expires December 31, 2016; Will be discussed at the next meeting – 

Environmental Commission meeting April 7, 2016 

i. Initial Deadline for Re-Certification – June 5, 2016; All actions must be 

completed September 11, 2016 to be recognized at the NJLM 

conference. 

ii. Discuss/Update 2015-2016 Action Plan – Assign Action Plan summary 

write-ups 

 

g. Annual June Environmental Program – Monday June 6, 2016 

i. Discussion on recognizing Citizens and local Businesses - Please think 

about “potential nominations of people and a green business” to 

Recognize at the June Environmental Program. Members to bring names 

of citizens and local business for recognition at the upcoming June 

Meeting.  

h. Open Discussions:  April 25, 2016 will be cancelled. Rayna will notify the 

Library, Press, and Borough Hall.  

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Hawthorne is committed to protecting our natural resources while meeting the needs of the 

present generation without compromising those of future generations.  

Sustainability means: 

- Protecting our open spaces, and conserving our natural resources with waste reduction and 

recycling 

- Promoting environmental education, and energy efficiency to residents and businesses alike 

- Considering environmental, economic, and social impacts to future development  

- Improving community health and quality of life for every citizen 

 

Next Meeting: April 25, 2016 at 7:30 pm 

Hawthorne Library 


