
  
 

Environmental Commission Minutes 
May 12, 2016 

 
Call to Order: Rayna Laiosa, Rosanne Zagatta, Pat MacDonnell, Robert Meier, and Mary Lou 
DiMattia 
Guests: Yvonne Humphries, Carol Robertson, and Mary Mahon 

 
I. Attendance and Acceptance of  

a. Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2016 
Motion by: Robert Maggio, Second by: Mary Lou DiMattia 

 
II. Hawthorne Water Reports – March 2016 reports was reviewed and discussed. All 

water results are fine, below NJDEP water quality standards  
 

III. 24th Annual Cel-Earth-Bration Saturday April 9, 2016 – Hawthorne High School  
a. Theme “Green Living” 
b. Winners – Display at the Hawthorne Library – Approved; Mary Mahon will put 

together the display of the Green Projects.  Projects will be brought to the library 
by a member; Rayna will prepare the Press Release for the Press/Gazette 
announcing the winners and 1st place winners will be displayed at the Library. 
Rayna will provide Mary a list of the 1st prize winners.  

c. Cel-Earth-Bration Budget Items – Please submit your expenses to Rayna  
a. Tattoos/Facepainting/Giveways (prizes) Rosanne Zagatta  Budget $350; 

Ordered Spent $290.76 
b. Dirt Cake – Scott Chrimel – Rayna will submit for payment to Borough 

 
IV. Annual June Environmental Program – Monday June 6, 2016 changed to Monday 

June 13, 2016 due to conflict at the HHS t 7:30 pm  
a. Discussion on recognizing Citizens and local Businesses - Please think about 

“potential nominations of people and a green business” to Recognize at the June 
Environmental Program. Everyone’s assignment is to bring names to the next 
meeting on May 12, 2016 –  

1. Green Business Discussion about owner, MVS – 1086 Goffle Road, 
installing solar panels on building.  Tenant is a communication company; 
Rayna will further investigate into the business 

2. Citizens – Barbara McGuirk, Ed McGuirk, Carol Robertson, Yvonne 
Humphries, and Sharon Abood  

b. School Application for Use of the HHS to BOE – Completed by Rosanne 
c. Special Invitations – Mayor, Council, and BOE members – Completed by 

Rosanne 
d. Letters to Teachers – Completed by Rosanne 
e. Cell-Earth-Bration Powerpoint Presentation – Rayna 
f. Certification – Signature of Chair, Vice-Chair, and Mayor; Rayna will provide a 

blank certifications for the Mayor to sign 
 

V. Green Team Subcommittee Meeting   



a. Community Garden – 3rd Grand Opening Date – Date Saturday June 4, 
2016 at 10:00 am; Pollinator Plants – will be discussed at the 3rd Grand Opening 
by Carol Robertson; Publicity - Press Release, Flyer for Channel 77 and Borough 
Website, Facebook pages; Pat MacDonnell will prepare the Press Release and 
Rayna will distribute 

b. Green Lecture– May 5, 2016 at 7:30 pm Hawthorne Library “Native Plants” –
.Went very well; 24 participants  

c. Green Lecture – June 9, 2016 Water Harvesting – Amy Rowe at 7:30 pm 
Hawthorne Library; Discussed name of the lecture – Save Money and Water with 
Home Gardening; Rayna will work with Amy Rowe on the title of the Green 
Lecture  

d. Next Green Team Meeting April 25, 2016 Cancelled; Will meet on May 23, 
2016  

 
VI. ANJEC – 2016 ANJEC ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION GRANTS FOR OPEN 

SPACE STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS - Native Plant Project 
a. Deadline April 1, 2016 – Submitted on Thursday March 31, 2016 
b. Winner will be announced on or before May 6, 2016 – Hawthorne was not 

awarded the ANJEC 2016 grant; received e-mail notification from ANJEC 
 

VII. Sustainable Jersey   
a. Re-Certification – Borough of Hawthorne certification expires December 31, 

2016;   
1. Initial Deadline for  Re-Certification – Sunday June 5, 2016;  
2. All actions must be completed September 11, 2016 to be recognized at 

the NJLM conference  
b. Discuss/Update 2015-2016 Action – Assign Action Plan Summary  

1.  Carol prepared the update to the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign Action 
Plan – Completed 

2. Yvonne prepared the update to the Environmental Commission Action 
Plan - Completed 

3. Rayna prepared the updates for the following: Completed 
1. Green Team 
2. Energy Education & Outreach 
3. Community Education and Outreach 
4. “Hold” Green Fair 
5. “Green” Green Fair 
6. Anti-Idling – Need to include a statement about enforcement 

from Police and Code Enforcement 
7. Green Business Recognition Program 
8. Buy Local Programs 
9. “Support” Buy Local Programs 
10. Community Garden 
11. Community Asset Mapping – Included Boys & Girls Club 

Local Business Map 
12. Prescription Drug Safety and Disposal  
13. Bulky Rigid Plastics 
14. Carpet & Foam Padding  
15. Community Paper Shredding Day 
16. Recycling Depot 
17. Backyard Composting Program 

4. Rosanne will update the Education for Sustainability Action Plan - 
Completed 

5. Robert will update the Farmer’s Market and Accessible Farmer’s Market 
Action Plans - Completed 



6. Paul Giardino will update the Community Forestry Plan & Tree Cover 
Goal and Tree Maintenance Program Action Plans; Rayna will follow-up 
with Paul 

7. Action Plans to be Written  
1. Environmental Commission Site Plan Review – Rayna will 

prepare 
2. Recycling Education/Enforcement – Rayna will prepare and  

Jennifer Scully and Don Turner will review document 
3. Monarch Butterfly – Innovation Project #3- Rayna prepare 

and Barbara McGuirk will review document 
4. Municipal Communications Strategy – Rayna will follow-up 

with Lori –Borough Clerk 
5. Digitizing Public Information – Rayna will follow-up with 

Lori – Borough Clerk 
8. Supporting Documentation – Make PDFs- Rayna received an UBS disk 

from the Hawthorne Press with all articles from 2014 to 2016; Rayna 
will prepare pdfs for the Gazette articles from 2014-2016 

c. Anti-Idling Tagging Day – Hand out Mock Anti-Idling Tickets to motorists on -
Saturday May 21, 2016 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm Corner of Warburten Avenue 
and Lafayette Avenue; 

1. 11:00 to 12:00 pm – Rayna, Pat, and Robert M 
2. 12:00 to 1:00 pm – Rayna, Rosanne, and Carol 
3. Safety Vests – Mary Lou will provide them and give them to Rob M 

d. Sustainable Jersey Grant Program – $2,000 grant – Native Plant Innovation 
Project – Schedule a sub-committee meeting to kickoff native plant project –  

1. Assignment Team Scope out sites located on Goffle Road, Lafayette 
Avenue, and Lincoln Avenue 

2. Assignment – Carol and Yvonne prepare a list of native plants with 
pictures as a guide to illustrate the types of native plants that may be used 
at the selected sites 

3. Potential Locations: Magic Carousel, Bottagra, Signature Kitchens, 
Stewarts  Deli, Il Dolce, Mr. Cupcake, Paul’s Motor 

4. Joe Meltzer – installed the sprinkler head in the monarch butterfly 
garden.  Estimate $100 for the work conducted by the contractor 

 
VIII. Planning Board Report – Mary Lou provided an update. Royal Realty, LLC will be 

presented in June 2016.   
 

IX. Updates on Issues and Commissioners Concerns, Next Steps  
a. Buy Local Campaign – Month of July 2016 – Green Team and Hawthorne 

Chamber of Commerce  
b. Concept of the “Bee” instead of the Bear; Rayna will work with Marc Molernaro 

will the design of Hawthorne’s “Bee”; Need a total of 30 stands of the Bee 
c. Catchy Name Discussed: “Find the Buzz the Bee”; The Town is Buzzing, Shop 

Local; Find Buzz the Bee!; Get Stung by the Shopping Bee!; The Place to Bee in 
Hawthorne  

 
Annual June Environmental Commission Meeting  

June 13, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
Hawthorne High School Auditorium 


