
  
 

Environmental Commission Minutes 
July 14, 2016 

Call to Order: Rayna Laiosa, Rosanne Zagatta, Mike Mariani, Robert Maggio, Mary Lou 
DiMattia, Hazel Pinos, and Robert Meier  
Guests: Patty Elwood, Mary Mahon, and Yvonne Humprehies 
 

I. Attendance and Acceptance of  
a. Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes – June13, 2016 
1st Motion: Robert Maggio 2nd Motion: Robert Meier 
 

II. Hawthorne Water Reports – April 2016 reports was reviewed and discussed. All 
water results are fine, below NJDEP water quality standards. 
 

III. Annual June Environmental Program – Monday June 13, 2016 – Went very well 
 

IV. Planning Board Report – Mary Lou DiMattia 
a. Royal Realty, LLC – Proposed 32 unit development on Royal Avenue; Mary Lou 

provided a copy of Boswell’s engineering report on the proposed development; 
Rayna requested a copy of the site plan, site plan application, and stormwater 
report. Mary Lou will contact the building department for the Commission’s 
copy. 

 
V. Green Team Subcommittee Meeting   

a. Community Garden – 3rd Grand Opening Date – Date Saturday June 4, 
2016 at 10:00 am; Pollinator Plants  

b. Green Lecture – June 9, 2016 Water Harvesting – Amy Rowe at 7:30 pm 
Hawthorne Library 

c. Garden Bed – newest member Katie Webster – 2016 4 x 12 garden bed with the 
understanding that if return to the 2017 growing season; will receive a 4 x 8 
garden bed 

d. Next Green Team Meeting July 25, 2016  
 

VI. Buy Local Campaign – Partnership with the Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce – 
Month of July 2016; 
a. New Character “BEE Local, BEE Hawthorne” Find the Hawthorne BEE! 
b. List of Participants – 23 locations 
c. Marc Molenaro Designs – Designed the Hawthorne BEE!, Printing Posters, 

Passports, Window Decals and the Standees; - Window Decals unable to see 
them on the windows; Background of the decal must be white; Rayna will 
communicate to Marc 

d. Distribution of Posters, Passports, and Window Decals – Thank You to Patty 
Elwood, Mary Mahon, and Pat MacDonnell!  

e. BEE movie – Saturday July 30, 2016 at 10:00 am for $3 cash Hawthorne Movie 
Theatre  

1.  Flyers will be distributed by Bob (Mr. Cupcakes & Sprinklers) and   
Mary Lou (The Chocolate Box);  



2.  Flyer will be posted on Facebook – Hazel  
3.  Flyers – Boys & Girls Club - Rayna 

f. Publicity – Press Releases, Borough Website, Channel 77, Facebook  - 
Rayna/Meg 
 

VII. Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program – Awarded $2,000 April 2016 – Native 
Plant Innovation Project 
a. Created a Native Plant Sub-Committee – Rayna, Mary, Carol, Pat, Yvonne, 

Patty, Barbara and Ed McGuirk 
b. Scheduled a kick off meeting of the Sub Committee on Monday June 6, 2016 at 

7:30 Pat MacDonnell house - Completed 
c. Sub-Committee members met on June 6, 2016 (Rayna, Yvonne, Patty, Mary, 

Carol, Pat, Barbara, and Ed) 
d. Amy Rowe – Rutgers – Native Plant Recommendations for Borough Owned 

Property and Chamber Member Locations: : hummingbird mint, wood aster, joe 
pye weed, coneflower, cardinal flower, blue iobelia, blazing star, black eyed 
susans, common milkweed, turtlehead, boneset, eupatorium, tickseed, 
beardtongue, lizard’s tail; Shrubs – winterberry holly, spicebush, arrowwood 
viburnum, red twig dogwood; Grasses: soft rush, sweetflag, turkeyfoot, 
indiangrass, oatgrass, reed grass, and wood reed grass 

e. Potential Chamber Member Locations: Assigned members to investigate; Team 
decided to ask initially Paul’s Motor, Magic Carousel, and Roman Academy 

1. Magic Carousel, - Patty  - Very interested – Patty prepared a draft 
sketch of plants for the area. Patty recommended the following native 
plants: Shrubs – azaleas, rhododendrons, oak leaf hydrangea; Perennials 
– cone flowers, coreopsis, beard tongue, butterfly weed, milkweed, bee 
balm, cardinal flower, sneezeweed; Annual – lantana, zinnia 

2. Paul’s Motor – Mary – Very Interested – large pot – 19 x 21 size; 
Potential Elder Berry, winterholly berry; red twig dogwood 

3. Puzo’s – Very Interested; Requests Green Team members work with 
Rick Hockenberry, his landscaper, on planting of the pots. Potential 
native plants – spotted geranium or phlox creeping, tickseed, native 
gernium  

f. Potential Borough Owned Property Locations – Conduct Field Trips  
1. Borough Hall – Very Interested – Carol; Team discussed/agreed that 

black eye susans, coneflowers, beard tongue, blazing star, boneset, 
winterholly berry (2) females + (1) male, carnival flower, and 
summersweet 

2. Hawthorne Bandshell – Very Interested - Rayna and Carol  
g. Next Steps: Identified locations, ask permission, create a list of native plants that 

are suitable for each area – In - Process 
h. Next Steps: Work with Borough Administration with the identified Borough 

owned locations and Chamber business that have been selected for the native 
plant project – In-Process 

i. Next Step: Patty will contact Goffle Brook Farms and Roshsler’s Allendale 
Nursery & Florist for which native plants that they carry and pricing. Once we 
have the availability of the above native plants, we can proceed to determine how 
many native plants for the each of the areas to purchase. 

j. Assignment – Carol and Yvonne prepare a list of native plants with pictures as a 
guide to illustrate the types of native plants that may be used at the selected sites; 
Creating a Booklet/Pamphlet with Table of Contents – Completed  

k. Joe Meltzer – installed the sprinkler head in the monarch butterfly garden.  
Estimate $100 for the work conducted by the contractor; Waiting for Signed 
Purchase Order form from contractor  

l. Publicity – Local newspapers highlight each business/borough owned property 
 



VIII. 6th Annual Green Fair Sunday September 18, 2016 (rain date Sunday October 2, 
2016) 

a. Time of Event 9 am to 2 pm; set-up 8:00 am  
b. Men of Horse Band – 10:30 am to 1:30 pm with (2) 15 minute breaks – 

Mike will contact the band.  
c. Potential Vendors  

i. Eco-Consulting Company – Paterson NJ – Rayna will contact them 
ii. Amy Rowe – Rainbarrel/water conservation booth – Rayna will 

contact  
iii. Barbara McGuirk – native plants and Monarch Butterfly 
iv. Hawthorne Recycling  - Maureen Cook  
v. Pottery – Mary Mahon; Changed to “Animals Need You” non-profit 

organization  
vi. City Green  

vii. Hawthorne Garden Club – Patty will contact 
viii. Flo’s Market – Rayna will contact 

ix. Cuban Flavor Café – Not a Chamber Member; Rob – Gourmet 
Express  

x. Pandora Healing – Rob will contact 
xi. Goffle Brook Farm  

xii. Passaic County 4-H Club – Amy Rowe – Rayna will contact 
xiii. Rocky’s Pet Pantry  
xiv. Knead-U-Need – Rayna/Rob will contact 
xv. NJ Clean Energy Program – Promote programs  

xvi. Green Team/Environmental Commission Booth –Community 
Garden, Rain Garden, butterfly garden at the library 

xvii. Food Bank – “New Hope” – Hazel will contact 
xviii. Viridian Energy – Hazel will contact 

xix. Glen Rock Bike Shop/ AAA Bike Safety – – Changed to Hawthorne 
Police Bike Register, Project Medicine Box – Rosanne will contact 

xx. Hawthorne School of Dance – Rosanne will contact 
xxi. TechinArt – Rayna will contact Danielle 

xxii. Hybrid – Car Dealerships – Rob will ask Hawthorne Chevrolet; then 
Bob Maggio will contact his network 

xxiii. The Learning Tree – Rayna will contact 
xxiv. Paula Tutein – Booth on Coaching for Life – Opening Insights, LLC 

– Rob will contact 
xxv. Green Living Solutions – Mike will contact 

xxvi. Pilates Fusion – Pat Curcio  
xxvii. Holistic Nutrition For Life – Mary Mahon – Team agreed for them to 

participat 
xxviii. People for Peace - – Team agreed not a good fit for the Green Fair, 

but recommend the Craft Fair at the Farmers’ Market 
d. Farmer’s Market Vendors – Beekeeper; will bring a beehive at the Green Fair 
e. Tables and Chairs for event – Hawthorne Board of Recreation (Maureen/Bob 

Scully- tables) and Boys & Girls Club (John – chairs) 
f. Press Release –  
g. Green Fair Signs  
h. Green Fair Flyers  
i. Giveaways  
j. Special Invitations – Mayor, and Council 

 
IX. Updates on Issues and Commissioners Concerns, Next Steps  

 
Environmental Commission Meeting  

August 18, 2016 at 7:30 pm 


