
 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION  
WITHIN  

THE BOROUGH OF HAWTHORNE 
An Annual Presentation to  

The Hawthorne Environmental Commission 
Monday, June 13, 2016    

7:30 P.M. 
 

Call to Order: Rayna Laiosa, Rosanne Zagatta, Robert Meier, Robert Maggio, Mike Mariani, and 
Hazel Pinos 
Guests:  Mayor Richard Goldberg, Mary Mahon, Pat MacDonnell, Carol Robertson, Barbara 
McGuirk, Ed McGuirk, Orrie Dubois, and Yvonne Humphries 

 
I. Welcome – Ms. Rayna Laiosa– Chairperson of the Environmental 

Commission 
 

II. Introduction to 24th Annual Cel-Earth-Bration – Power Point 
Presentation by Hawthorne Environmental Commission  

 
III. Special Recognition Award Presentations – Ms. Laiosa  

 
Hawthorne citizens demonstrating their environmental leadership and 
commitment to protecting and preserving our community, Hawthorne 
Community Garden, are as follows: 

  
Barbara McGuirk 
Ed McGuirk 
Carol Robertson 
Yvonne Humphries 
Sharon Abood  

  
Mike and Diane Oliver of the Learning Tree Preschool 
(See additional information regarding “The Friendship Garden” on page 3) 

 
IV. Hawthorne High School  

       Ecology Club and Kids to Kids Program: Mr. Scott Crimmel, Advisor 
                   Lara Bookholt and Paige Inglese 
 

V. Lincoln Middle School 
Ecology/Science Club:  
Ryan Alves, Joshua Magnifico, Anthony Mecka 

 



VI. Washington Elementary School  
        Cel-Earth-Bration Experience and Kids to Kids:  
        Mrs. Bock’s Grade 3: Tiffany Boghos 
        Project Created with Recycled Materials used for Preschool Math: 
        Mrs. Bock’s Grade 3: Casey Noonan 

 
 
 
 

VII. Jefferson Elementary School: 
Cel-Earth-Bration Experience: 

       Mrs. Siss’ Grade 2:  Jordan Somma-“Flutter Designs” 
         Marine Animal Hats with Facts: 

Dr. Herriott’s Grade 4: Julie Bae, Jaiden Espejo, Noah Espinosa, Tyler 
Menne, Aaron Park, Ella Sachs, Thomas Scheidegger, Hailey Struz, and 
Michael Visotsky 

 
VIII. Roosevelt Elementary School 

         Grade 5 Beautification Brigade: Tower Gardens:  
Leah Alves, Sabrina DiFilippo, Ryan Grenner, Sarah Mecka, Anthony 
Tesoriero, and Ella Van Beuzekom 

                      Science Projects: 
                      Mrs. Daniel’s fourth grade class: Andre Silvera, Benedetto Russo 

The 4 R’s: 
Mrs. Daniel’s Grade 4: Megan Dalyai, Raylin Mariano and Gwen     
Escalante 

          Conservation Project: 
                      Mrs. Daniel’s Grade 4: Zawir Said 
 

IX. Closing Remarks 
 

 
June Environmental Commission Meeting Discussion after Annual June 

Environmental Program 
 

I. Attendance and Acceptance of Environmental Commission Minutes –May 12, 2016 
Motion by: Mike Mariani, Second by: Rosanne Zagatta 

 
II. Buy Local Campaign – Launch July 1, 2016 “Find the Hawthorne BEE!” 

 
III. Native Plant Project – Green Team meeting May 23, 2016 Discussed potential locations 

and assignments to team members to propose native plants  
 

IV. Next Environmental Commission Meeting – Thursday July 14, 2016 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Business Award 2016: The Learning Tree 
 
When Mike and Diane Oliver opened the Learning Tree Preschool, it was their dream to 
not only educate young minds but to also show them that they can make a difference in 
the world. Their goal was to teach each child that one voice, no matter how small, can 
change anything.  
Community outreach has been a cornerstone of this philosophy, including specifically 
centered around giving back to the environment. In fact, the school is being recognized 
for its environmental contributions through the Green Business Award 2016 on June 
13th. This award will honor the Learning Tree Preschool’s ongoing efforts to teach the 
youngest members of our community the importance of keeping our earth green.  
The importance of sustainable living is nothing new to this local school. For years its 
curriculum has included planting different flowers and vegetables for the students to take 
home, learning the importance of recycling and water conservation, and more. Expanding 
beyond the classroom, the Learning Tree Preschool has taken part in Hawthorne’s Green 
Fair throughout the years by hosting a child-friendly arts and craft table. Here, 
participants are given the opportunity to create crafts with a “Going Green” theme and 
learn about their personal impact on the environment. On a broader scale, the school 
created a rain garden at its previous location along with Diane and her co -leaders, local 
Girl Scout troop and plans to expand this program at their new location at 259 Lafayette 
Ave. The children have already helped to build a garden structure and plant new seeds as 
part of the school’s “Garden to Table” program, which allows students to explore the 
benefits of growing their own food, including reducing emissions from transport trucks 
and reducing the garbage from packaging.  



Looking ahead, Diane says that the Learning Tree Preschool is honored to be working 
with a few master gardeners, Pat O’Connor and Barbara Pisacane, from St. Clement’s 
Church in Hawthorne to create a “friendship garden.” Through this program the students 
have develop a garden with plants that have medicinal uses and will learn how a garden 
can keep one happy and healthy. They’ll also learn how to create their own compost and 
collect rain from a rain barrel.  
“We are so excited for all of the new possibilities that come forward each year as our 
program evolves,” Diane said. “It is so important to open our children’s eyes and show 
them that they too can have a positive impact on our world. They really can make it a 
better place.”  
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