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Minutes of the meeting held on August 2, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with 
a salute to the flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of 
silence was held for the fallen Law Enforcement personnel in the recent 
months. In attendance at this meeting were, Engine Company 1, Asst. Chief 
Christopher Di Bella, Tower Company 2 Asst. Chief David Maher, Engine 
Company 3, Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter 
Van DerVelde, and Rescue Company 5, Asst. Chief Brian Warner      

 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Di Bella, while a second was made by Asst. 
Chief Warner to accept the Minutes as read.  

 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  

 
BILLS:  
 
Borough of Fair Lawn [Tires for Engine #4]      $ 2,660.52 
Hawthorne Auto Lab [Headlight repair to #61/Impala]    $ 20.99 
Tanis Hardware [Plexi glass and cleaning supplies for truck]    $ 85.92 
Eastern Fire Equipment Services [Saw repair for Engine #3]   $ 67.35 
Metropolitan Compound, Inc. [Wash and wax, all companies]    $ 565.92 
Voucher [Reimbursement J. Arturi, gas Engine 1; Cupcakes for 4th July – Glen Rock; USPS]   $ 179.40 
Luschers Auto [#57 supply and repair]        $ 107.81 
AAA [Storz and spanners for Engine #1 and #3]       $ 497.80 
Ace Security [New lock entry set for clerk office; line pending/Borough building]   $ 227.50 
 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Van Der Velde and a second from Asst. 
Chief Longo, that the bills be approved and are to be submitted to the 
Borough Administrator for the final consideration of payment.  
 
Communications: 

- Letter from Frank Vittorio notifying the Board of Fire 
Commissioners that this would be the final year for the Keith 
VanHook Memorial Scholarship fund. There are still (2) scholars 
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who need to claim their scholarship by October 31st, names 
provided to respective Chief’s to relay to scholars.  
 

- Letter from Kimberly Tamburro expressing her interest in joining 
the Hawthorne Fire Department Junior Explorers Program. 

 

- Letter from Christopher Di Bella, Jr. requesting to become a 
member of the Hawthorne Fire Department, assigned to Company 
#1.   
 
Chief Speranza: Inquired as to whether he had Di Bella, Jr. had 
submitted an application to the Department yet? 
Asst. Chief Di Bella: He had not. 
Chief Speranza: An application will be provided and we will 
move from there.  
 
Vote was held to approve Di Bella, Jr. to move forward with the 
application process [Vote approved by: Asst. Chief Di Bella, Asst. 
Chief Mayer and Asst. Chief Longo] 
 

- Letter from FF David Morgan requesting and extended LOA for an 
additional 3 months due to schooling out of state [August 1st – 

November 1st] 
 
- Letter from FF William Redmon requesting a medical LOA from all 

firefighting duties from June 15th until he is cleared by a 
physician. *Note of physician work activity status report was supplied from 

Concentra Medical Centers (NJ).  
 
- Letter from Evan Woods requesting to become a member of the 

Hawthorne Fire Department, assigned to Company #2. 
 

Vote was held to approve Evan Woods to move forward with the 
application process [Vote approved by: Unanimous] 

 
- Letter from Eric Gaire notifying the Board of his resignation 

effective immediately.  
 

[Vote approved by: Asst. Chief Warner and Asst. Chief Di Bella] 
**Resigned did not leave on good standing from respective 
company.  
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- Letter from FF Shadasha Butler requesting a transfer from 

Company #3 to Rescue #5/Communications Division.  
 

Chief Joseph Speranza: Would like to hold off on completing the 
transition until an Officers meeting can be held between Asst. 
Chief Longo, Asst. Chief Warner and self, and then will re-present 
finding to the Board. Board approved.  

 
- Letter from FF John Niebo notifying the Board of a change in 

address within the Borough. 
 
- Doctor’s note received from Elite Orthopedics and Sports 

Medicine, PA notifying the Board that FF Michael Namouv is 
cleared to return to active duty on July 8th. 

  

Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief Di Bella reported for the month of July 2016, Company #1 
responded to: 15 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s),  0 standby(s), 
and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 17 alarms. In addition held 1 
training(s). 
 
With regard to the apparatus, the lens for the interior cab light (officer’s 
side) broke off. Fire Safety Services will be contacted to order part.  
 
I am requesting new turnout gear for Ex-Asst. Chief Snyder and FF 
Shoomiloff.  
 
FF Malandrino and Kennedy still remain out on medical LOA. I am 
requesting an additional (3) month LOA for FF Morgan to attend school 
out of state (letter provided to clerk). A letter from Christopher Di Bella, 
Jr. requesting to join the Hawthorne Fire Department (letter provides to 
clerk).  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
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**Asst. Chief Di Bella requests application packet from Clerk Flowers. 
 
Tower Company #2 
 
Asst. Chief Maher reported for the month of July 2016, Company #2 
responded to: 22 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 3 mutual aid response(s), 0 
radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 24 alarms In 
addition, held 1 training(s).  
 
A letter of resignation was received from FF Gaire effective July 18, 2016 
(letter provided to clerk); all equipment has been returned. FF Redmon 
submitted a letter requesting a 3 month medical LOA from June 17th until 
cleared by medical Doctor (letter/Dr. note provided to clerk). Received a 
letter of intent from FF Evan Woods; transferring from Jefferson 
Township Fire Department Company #1.  
 
Requesting (1) box of fire reports.  
 
Received (2) Kenwood portable batteries. 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Clerk Flowers: Will be placing order this week for the reports.  

 
Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of July 2016, 
Company #3 responded to: 20 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 0 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarms, 0 standby(s), and held 0 drill(s) for a total of 21 
alarms In addition, held 3 training(s). 
 
A letter of transfer was received from FF Butler requesting to be moved to 
Rescue #5/Communications Division (letter provided to clerk). We wish 
Shadasha much luck and success. A competed Hawthorne Fire Department 
application was received from Brice Walder (application provided to clerk 
for processing), requesting to join Engine #3. We wish Brice luck in his 
process.   
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Engine Company #3 has received a new smooth bore nozzle and has been 
put in service. This nozzle has replaced the old Akron nozzle, which had 
broken. We would like to thank signal one for his continuous effort in 
trying to solve our horn/siren issue; hopefully it will be rectified soon.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of July 2016, 
Company #4 responded to: 18 box alarms, 5 still alarm(s), 6 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 1 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for a total of 30 alarms. 
In addition held 0 training(s). 
 
Engine #4 is requesting status of new rear tires for apparatus and the 
status of a smaller accountability board. Requesting (1) pager antenna and 
an additional mic for the front cabs so the driver may use for ultra high 
radio.  
 
FF Rivera is on administrative leave from August 1st until further notice. 
Received letter of intent to join the Hawthorne Fire Department, Engine 
#4, from Chris Mogen; requesting an application packet on his behalf. 

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Status on apparatus tires? 
Chief Speranza: A req. has been submitted to the Borough early July and we 
are awaiting the approved PO back from the administration. Make the 
arrangements with the Fair Lawn DPW to move forward with this process.  
 
**Asst. Chief Van Der Velde requests application packet from Clerk Flowers. 
 
Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of July 2016 Company #5 
responded to: 20 box alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 2 
drill(s) for a total of 22 alarms. In addition held 0 training(s).  
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Rescue and the boat are in proper working order. Truck was serviced by 
Fair Lawn DPW and will need to go back to finish of the work in the 
coming weeks.  
 
Rescue went to Glen Rock and will be setting up drills with them in the 
near future.  
 
Met with prospective members of the Department and am beginning a 
training program.  
 
Requesting a letter of intent be sent to FF Struck due to his lack of 
response in the past months.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Letter will be sent to FF Struck requesting that he return 
all Fire Department gear and equipment effective immediately. Numerous 
attempts have been made to reconcile his inadequate attendance and 
nothing has come from it.  
Clerk Flowers: A letter will be drafted and sent out certified mail ASAP.  
 
**Asst. Chief Warner requests application packet from Clerk Flowers.  
 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
Department Information: 
The antennas for both fire and police have been changed out and from 
what we are detecting, our range has increased. Hopefully clarity and 
frequency range will continue to be the key indicator to assisting our 
communication issues, especially moving forward. 
 
Unfortunately, on another note, we have an issue with our Channel Two 
repeater, which is inoperative. Pinnacle has been assigned the issue this 
afternoon and we hope to return the frequency to normal service ASAP. 
 
I would like to thank Ex-Asst. Chief Hughes, the members and officers of 
Rescue for assisting in the delivery of our cross-training agenda for 
Rescue. We will have to move through the program and make every effort  
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To avoid interfering with each company’s operations; possibly providing 
alternative training night for the Department with this program. As this 
program continues, we hope to increase aid concerning the need for 
Rescue calls in our Department.  
 
Updates:  
The Rescue cooperative program is at the point where it is making good 
progress by cross-training the previously Rescue trained membership in the 
Department. We will continue to back-fill with Glen Rock as we intensify 
our cross-training. Between the two programs we hope to provide stable 
Rescue coverage as needed and expected. 
 
Our police Department has been advised to call for Rescue in a hastier 
manner, as they can always cancel our unit if it is not needed. This would 
help to ensure a quicker response time to obtaining Rescue equipment 
which may be needed. 
 
I have been assured the repairs for Engine #3 fire alarms are in progress, but 
will take a bit of time before it is completed. The same is to be said for the 
fire hose grid striping, which will be scheduled by DPW when proper pain 
arrives; to be completed ASAP. 
 
The stop sign at the corner of Llewellyn and Grand has been forwarded 
to PD for inspection/investigation on potential need for a sign.  
 
Lighting at FHQ, in the car port, will be completed tomorrow with 
additional motion detectors and brighter lighting making it safer for 
members utilizing the area. 
 
I am happy to announce the training center has received a ‘Class A’ state 
live burn/smoke maze and prop certification. With this, I would like to 
give a special thanks to Asst. Chief Longo for spending the day at the 
center to apply signs and clean up the site. I would also like to thank the 
attendees of the Certified Safety Officer course; 34 members in all 
attended. This course provides lateral knowledge to all officers within 
the Department.   
 
Still have several names that have not completed the LOSAP paperwork, it is 
imperative that you have your members complete this ASAP (names were 
provided to respective Chief’s). Members MUST claim this within 3 years of 
their membership.  
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Dates to Remember: 
8/15/16 & 8/18/16 @ Leadership Camp – see further details in above Chief’s report  
8/16/16 @ 7:30PM @ FHQ – Chief’s by Law Work Session 
 
 
8/17/16 @ 7:30PM @ Company # 2 – Company #2’s Officers Session with Chief 
Partridge 
8/22/16 @ 7:30PM @ Training Center – Training Center site cleanup and 
work detail 
9/12/16 @ 6:00PM - 9:00PM@ Headquarters – FEMA health and wellness – see 

further details in above Chief’s report 

9/24/16 @ time TBD – Hawthorne Day 
9/25/16 @ time TBD @ FHQ – Dept. physicals 
9/30/16 @ N/A – Reminder that the fire year for clothing allowance ends. 
Final recordings are DUE NO LATER than October 4th.  
10/9/16 @ 9:30AM & 11:30AM – OSHA Physicals, session 1  
10/10/16 @ 6:00PM & 8:00PM – OSHA Physicals, session 2 
 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Communication Division:  
 
Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of 
July 2016, Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 21 radio 
alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill(s) for a total of 22 alarms. 
In addition held 2 training(s) and 1 meeting.  
 
(2) Members are on medical LOA and (1) is attending Firefighter 1.  
 
The computer and recording equipment in the Radio Room and Fieldcomm 
are in working order as of July 31st, with the exception of the radio switch 
boxes in Fieldcomm and the air leak in the cascade booster. 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Fire Prevention:  
Chief Speranza: A letter will be drafted and submitted to the 
Administration and Fire Marshall regarding Royal Avenue concern; want 
some type of water supply in the rear of the building. 
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Ladies Auxiliary: No report at this time. 

 
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  No report at this time. 
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time. 
 
100th Anniversary:  
George DeGroot:  
 
Deposit money received back from Koehler’s.  
 
Final fundraised amount is still pending. We will be calling for a 
committee meeting to finalize and come up with a final count and will 
relay to Fire Board once this has been completed.  
 
**All fund counts will be privately provided to each house to be reviewed 
and discussed amongst the members.  
 
Chief Speranza: Expressed concern regarding the committee deciding how 
the funds will be used; this should be something the entire Department 
agrees on since it is considered Department funds. Once a final count has 
been acquired it is requested that we hold a Department meeting to decide 
on the spending of this. *Any Department funds over $1,000.00 is to be voted 
on as a unit.  
 
Chief Speranza: Will be looking into why the issues have not yet been 
corrected.  
 

Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center:  
Asst. Chief Longo: Training center progress is moving along. Painting has 
been started, process of fixing and replacing fence, perimeter has been 
cleared and trees removed, and waiting to meet with Kevin Downes to 
discuss the third floor. Officers have been supplied training center use 
directions *MUST be filled out at time of drill/training; copies are located 
in the training center. During use of the property a proper rehab must be  
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Utilized and prior to any live burns/smoke house, the Chief/training 
center coordinator must be notified. Center must be kept and managed as 
you found it (all items put back in place, props returned, area cleaned). 
Tires have been recently purchased to use for sledge practice and tree 
stumps will be acquired and utilized for proper axe skills.  
Chief Speranza: We have a ‘Class A’ certification, it is imperative that we 
follow the rules so that we do not face repercussions from the state and 
loss of certification. Looking into providing certification for members to 
receive Level 2 instructor course so that we expand the use and 
availability.  
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Currently looking into classes himself. Gave 
recommendation that Bergen County does offer, as well as Southern NJ 
Counties.  
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief:  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: There is a Caucus meeting Thursday at the Boys and 
Girls Club at 7:30PM. 

 
Website:  No report at this time.   

Old Business:  
 
Company 1: No report at this time.  

Company 2: No report at this time. 

Company 3:  
Asst. Chief Longo: Inquired on the beacon light flare. 
Chief Speranza: Is coordinating with the vendor. Will have answers as 
soon as they are available. 

Company 4:  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Inquired on the status of the smaller 
accountability board. 
Chief Speranza: Requests that Asst. Chief Van Der Velde provide a quote for 
the item he would like.  
Clerk Flowers: Once a quote is received a req. will be submitted to the 
Borough for purchase.  

Company 5: No report at this time. 

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.   
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New Business:  
 
Oath of Office: No report at this time.  

 
Company 1: 
Asst. Chief Di Bella: Concerns regarding the coins that were dispersed to 
the Department members, retirement clothing allowance with 25 years of 
service when they turn 60 years old, some of the members fell through the 
cracks. Not certain that all members are aware that this allowance exists 
for them (good standing members). Requesting that the Clerk draft a 
letter that can be dispersed to these members so that they are aware that 
something is set in place for them.  
Clerk Flowers: Agreed that a letter would be drafted.  
George DeGroot: All retired members who got their coins get their 
clothing allowance.  
Asst. Chief Di Bella: This is for current retired members who meet the 
requirements and is not something that was done intentional by the 
committee.  
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Agrees this would a good move for the Board, this can 
also be used as certification from the Board that the member at the time 
of retirement was in good standing.  

Company 2:  
Asst. Chief Maher: There were some questions regarding the Workman’s 
Comp. for the volunteer firefighter. What are our benefits/regulations 
within the Borough? At what rate? Did some research on line and there 
was a maximum. Has spoken to the Borough and was unable to be answered.  
Chief Speranza: The Borough does hold an additional policy which will 
extend the mandated rate. We will draft a letter to the Borough and 
inquire as to what the process and what is our precise coverage; to Jen 
Scully, Administrator, and Mayor.  
Clerk Flowers: A letter will be drafted ASAP.  

Company 3: No report at this time. 

Company 4: No report at this time. 

Company 5: No report at this time. 
Asst. Chief Warner: Can we find out about immunization records?  
Chief Speranza: You will need to contact the Borough Nurse to obtain 
these records.  

 
Chief’s Report:  
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Chief Speranza: Regretfully announces that the Chief of Totowa’s wife was 
found this morning deceased at 47 years old; will let us know about date 
that we can pay respects. 
 
Council meeting on behalf Chief Mucchio regarding the derogatory 
remarks made by Chief Sweeny towards Chief Mucchio, members are being 
made aware of this meeting in case they are interested in attending and 
showing support. *Not Department mandated to attend.   
 
Clerk Flowers: Will look into getting the exact date and time of the 
meeting so that members are able to attend. There was no listing in the 
email.  
 
October 8th, Beefsteak Dinner for the Passaic County Mutual Aid. The 
Department is REQUIRED to purchase 10 tickets as it is part of the 
requirements of Mutual Aid agreement. IRS typically purchases them, urge 
members of the Department to purchase.  
 
 

Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 2: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Company 3: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 5: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 

Chief’s Report: All members and equipment are good and in working 
order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Requested the Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi approach the Board to 
receive his revised custom Ex-Asst. Chief badge. The original ordered came 
back in wrong format, so an additional was ordered. Ex-Asst. Chief 
Nelson’s badge is in as well, but he was not in attendance. *Badge was given 
to Asst. Chief Van Der Velde to pass along. Unfortunately we were unable 
to provide necessary badged to current Asst. Chief’s as the vendor made 
error in color (came in silver instead of gold). Once this has been 
reconciled they will be dispersed.  
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Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and 
opened the meeting to public.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Further discussed the Level 2 certification process. 
Again, suggested that there were alternative routes that we may inquire 
about. He is currently looking into receiving his certification.  
Safety Officer Vittorio: Suggested inquiring with State.  
Chief Speranza: Also recommended that he inquire with Larry. 
 
Chief Speranza: Notified Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi that the website had been 
updated with his name. It is not complete or current, but his name had 
been added to the list.  
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Recognized that the listing had been updated and 
appreciated the correction.  
Chief Speranza: Expressed that he is happy that the website is moving 
forward, but there is still much to do in the process. Looking forward to 
the completed project and the satisfaction of the Department members. A 
webinar will be provided at the conclusion of the reconstruction.  
 
George DeGroot: Regarding the tickets of the Beefsteak, suggests that the 
Department consider purchasing and donating the tickets to the 100th 
Anniversary Committee members. 
Chief Speranza: This request will be taken into account and will be 
brought up at the Department meeting discussing the funds raised. It is 
agreed that the Committee is deserving and thinks it is a nice idea.  
 

Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and 
reopened to Board.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
 
Asst. Chief Longo: Inquired if it would be possible to initiate Brice Walder 
at the upcoming Fire Board in September.  
Chief Speranza: If Asst. Chiefs are in agreeance to forego some of the 
processing time, this is not an issue.  
*It was in agreeance that the Board with move forward in the initiation 
of Brice Walder.  
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A motion of adjournment was made Asst. Chief Longo and seconded by 
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


