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Minutes of the meeting held on April 5, 2016      
 

Borough Chief Joseph Speranza called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, with 
a salute to the flag and a recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. In 
attendance at this meeting were, Engine Company 1, Capt. John Tripicchio 
on behalf of Asst. Chief Christopher DiBella, Tower Company 2 Capt. 
Ronald Walker on behalf of Asst. Chief David Maher, Engine Company 3, 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo, Engine Company 4, Asst. Chief Peter Van DerVelde, 
and Rescue Company 5, Asst. Chief Brian Warner      

 
MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by, Asst. Chief Warner, while a second was made by Asst. 
Chief DiBella to accept the Minutes as read.  

 
The Departments bills were read as follows:  

 
BILLS:  
 
AAA Emergency [Tower 2 – Blowhard Fan *can’t use Rosenbauer P.O. – cancelled *New P.O.]  $ 3,450.00 
Micro Center [Sony tape recorder for Fire Board]      $ 99.99 
P.A. Auto [Multiple open invoices]       $ 178.07 
Sears [Lubricant for rescue 5]         $ 11.99 
Dunkin Donuts & Acme Foods [Dept. drill]      $ 81.66 
AAA Emergency [Shields for 1,2,3,4 & 5]       $ 989.00  
Pinnacle Wireless [Communication repairs #57]      $ 500.00 
DC Electric [Emergency repair to #57 – onboard generator failure]     $ 6,700.00 
Fregman’s [Oil/gas mixtures for companies – multi use]      $ 760.00 
IRS [Turnout repair/cleaning FF Padilla]        $ 92.00 
Fire Safety Testing, Inc. [Dept. ground ladder testing]     $ 1,183.50 
AAA Emergency [2 storz adapters & 2 spanner wrench for Co. 3]     $ 497.80 
State Line Fire & Safety, Inc. [Hurst tool preventative maintenance Co. 5]   $ 519.20 
Two-Way Direct [Vertex microphone Co. 3 – reimbursed Frank Vittorio]    $ 48.65 
Hawthorne Fire Department [Reimbursement for standby 1/23/16 – Co. 2, 4 & 5]  $ 314.71 
Ridgewood Press [Fire reports for Co. 3]       $ 135.50 
Prostock Automotive Warehouse [Arm support replacement for Co. 4]   $ 92.75 
AAA Emergency [#57 Air compressor repair]       $ 344.75 
All Hands Fire [36” hose strap pack for Co. 1 – did not include hose/ordering separate]  $ 170.98 
Fire & Safety [PM Co. 1, replacement rods, and mirror toggle]     $ 2,365.00 
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Motions were made by, Capt. Tripicchio and a second from Asst. Chief Van 
Der Velde, that the bills be approved and are to be submitted to the 
Borough Administrator for the final consideration of payment.  

 
Communications: 

 Letter from Brandon Terrizzi (Co#1) requesting an application to 
become a member of the Hawthorne Fire Department.  

 Letter from Oscar A. Reicher, MD. Notifying the Department that FF 
Mayben is able to return to active duty as of 3/28/16.  

 Letter from Jose Dominguez (Co#3) requesting a 3 month leave of 
absence from the Department for family matters taking palce out of 
state. [Effective April 11 – July 11, 2016]  

 Letter from Al Anema (Co#3) requesting to step down as an active FF.  

 
Motions were made by, Asst. Chief Warner and a second from Capt. Walker, 
to accepted the 3 month leave request by FF Dominguez.  
 

 

Company Reports: 
 
Engine Company #1 
 
Asst. Chief DiBella reported for the month of March 2016, Company #1 
responded to: 11 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s),  0 standby(s), 
and held one 1 drill(s), for a total of 13 alarms. In addition held 4 
training(s). 
 
On March 31st and April 1st Fire & Safety completed preventative 
maintenance service on Engine 1. Thre is a recall on the ball joints. Fire & 
Safety will contact us to schedule a date to make the necessary repair.  
 
Firefighters Malandrino & Kennedy remain out on medical leave (LOA). FF 
Mayben returns to acive dury effective 3/28. I am submitting a letter of 
interest to join the department from Brandon Terrizzi.  
 
I am requesting a volume control speaker for the cab of Engine 1.  
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With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: Get in touch with Pinnacle and get a price quote on the 
cab speaker.  

 
 
Tower Company #2 
 
On behalf of Asst. Chief Maher, Capt. Ronald Walker reported for the 
month of March 2016, Company #2 responded to: 11 box alarms, 1 still 
alarm(s), 1 mutual aid response(s), 0 Chief’s call(s), 0 radio alarms, 0 
standby(s), and held 1 drill(s) for a total of 14 alarms In addition, held 0 
training(s).  
 
In the month of February Tower 2 responded Mutual Aid (1) time to 
Paterson. 
 
On 3/9, the Tower received damage to the rear of the apparatus while on 
driver training. The incident was reported to the Borough as well as GIF. 
 
Both ECHO Quik-Vent saws were sent to Fregman’s for service. We were 
notified that the Quik-Vent line has been discontinued, but parts are still 
available for the time being. I am requested (1) small mask for FF Kallenberg. 
The Tower has front axle seals leaking slightly. Fair Lawn will be able to 
start PM’s the end of this month as they are currently working on the 
Fair Lawn fleet. We will keep an eye on the fluid levels until we can 
schedule the PM.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Speranza: Keep me informed on the repair status. If the leak gets work we 
will look into an alternative vendor. 
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Engine Company #3 
 
Asst. Chief Joseph Longo reported that for the month of March 2016, 
Company #3 responded to:  10 box alarms, 0 radio alarm(s), 2 still alarm(s),  (0) 
mutual aid response(s), 0 standbys, and 1 drill(s) for a total of 13 alarms. In 
addition held 0 training(s). 
 
Engine 3 has received a letter from FF Anema stepping down as an active FF 
due to age and health issues. Al, we thank you for many years of dedicated 
service. Engine 3 has received a letter from FF Dominguez requesting a 3 
month leave due to family issues out of state. Two certified letters were 
sent out for FF Butler and Harris. FF Butler will meet with Fire Board on 
April 11 at 7:00PM to review the issue of stolen property of the HFD. FF  
 
Harris is set to meet at the same time to discuss the issue of attendace to 
drills and meetings at Co3.  
 
Engine 3’s chainsaw is out of service and will be sent out for repair. Cord 
for Engine exhaust system in engine room needs to be replaced. A list of 
badges and pins were given to the Fire Clerk for company officers in need. 
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
The board members were all in agreement to relieve ff Anema as an active ff.   
 
Chief Speranza: Core for air system, did your LT. call the vendor?  
Asst. Chief Longo: I believe he is looking into it.  

 
 
Engine Company #4 
 
Asst. Chief Peter Van Der Velde, reported for the month of March 2016, 
Company #4 responded to: 10 box alarms, 1 still alarm(s), 6 mutual aid 
response(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 2 drill(s), 0 standby(s), for a total of 19 alarms. 
In addition held 2 training(s). 
 
Engine 4 had to replace the surging battery charger for our cordless 
tools, receipt provided to Clerk for reimbursement. We received the new 
Kenwood portable from Pinnacle for 504. Pinnacle re-programmed all  
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portable radios yesterday and completed them. All programmed to spec. 
Recevied Ex-Asst. Chief helmet shields and ordered new officer shields 
through Asst. Chief DiBella. There were (3) sets of gear orderd in November 
that we have still yet to receive; was advised they would arrive 4/18.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Rescue Company #5 
 
Asst. Chief Warner reported for the month of March 2016 Company #5 
responded to: 13 box alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 radio alarm(s), 0 standby(s), 4 
drill(s) for a total of 17 alarms. In addition held 0 training(s).  
 
Rescue still has an air leak at the compressor, waiting for Fair Lawn to 
schedule a date to repair. Requesting (2) stream light portable scene lights,  
 
these would be able to be used ina variety of situations (water ops, 
extrication, slopes, etc.).  
 
Rescue hosted Daisy Troops 96971 and 95906 for a tour of headquarters and 
fire safety demonstration.  
 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
 
Chief Speranza: What is the cost of the handlights? 
Asst. Chief Warner: Around $600.00 

 
The Board were all in favor to submit for purchase of (2) stream light 
portable lights.  

 
 
Borough Chief Speranza’s Report:  
 
Chief Speranza: Thank you Lindsay and Evention for the donated flowers 
from the installation dinner.  
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The Departement’s budget has been presented to finance review, no major 
issues were of concern with the budget. The expected adoption sometime 
this Spring. 
 
A letter of appeal has been receveid for LOSAP from a member and the 
process has been forwarded to council and administration for review.  
 
Updates:  
 

- Officers training program has begun and will continue each month 
as officers workshops continue.  

- The officer’s handbook will continue development and hoping to 
have a hard draft by May/Jun 2016. Lt. Carlo will be following this 
process through along with a few selected officers. 

- The on scene incident safety officer’s course will be conducted in 
late September and will be a 2 day course. 

- Members interested are welcome to attend; ALL fire officers are 
expected to attend. 

- The Fire Prevention program that was slated from individual 
companies has become on eof the budget restraint items for 2016 and 
will be reintroduced in 2017 with the possibility of a larger program. 
The Borough has offered to provide a booth space on Hawthorne 
Day, which we will more than likely be utilizing alongside of our 
live burn.  

- We have begun communication with the Chamber and a meeting will 
be scheduled between the two organizations in the next week. We 
will be discussing a fireworks program for 2017 as a co-operative 
fundraiser. 

- Expected rapairs for unit 57 will begin in the next two weeks as we 
test the propoer arrangement on our radios this week. Once 
confirmed we will complete the programming. 

- An additional request was made to the Borough Administrator on 
our aentenna issue at headquarters, and to date, we have not recvied 
a response. Tge sane us true on dispatching issues which are being 
looking into by administration.  

- Department dunds were audited and completed last night and ideas 
for future maintenance have been provided to the Clerk. 

- Our confined space trailer, which has been out of service for several 
years, will be relocated to the training center. This will serve a dual  

-  
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role in aiding us to re-learn confined space operations as a tender 
and for storage. 

- Blood borne and lockout programs are again available. We may run 
these to complete the entire Dept. at our Dept. meeting on April 25th. 

- Awaiting the start date of the FEMA granted fitness intervention 
which is now slated for a Fall 2016 start. 

- Turnout gear from Globe is pending as the vendor did not provide 
proper specification for our Dept. and has been reordered. No solid 
date to receive the remaining gear has been provided. A second REQ 
for $20,000.00 has been forwarded to the administration. We are 
awaiting a formal PO to order the second round of 10 sets of gear. 
*Ths will be a different vendor than last. 

- Badges has been ordered for our members and Ex-Asst. Chiefs. The 
delivery date is expected to be within 3 weeks. 

- I would like to thank Maureen Cook from DPW for schedueing the 
toilet and since which are to be replaced in the next few days at 
FHQ. 

- Driver SOG, which has been updated through a Board meeting, 
concerning drivers and training for the same have been changed to 
include a minimum of 30 hours documented training for the member. 
Records of the driver training re to be kept in company files and 
copies to be forwarded to the Chief for department verification. 
This SOG will aplly to new and newly added drivers and alternatives. 
Additionally, the exisiting drivers training program and drivers 
SOG’s will be reviewed and changed as needed by our Capt.’s, then 
reviewed by the Board for final draft. 

- As of last Fire Board, Dept. restructure has been reviewed and 
declined. Clothing allowance proposal has been declined. The  
Chief’s election process has been approved. This process will be 
forwarded to the Board to review and adjust if needed before final 
adoption as an ordinace, DOP, and will require attourney review. 

- Our Fire Department website is about to undergo a significant ‘face 
lift’ and change design. Additional items will include PayPal type 
account, hall mangers calendar (if so wanted by each fire co.), SOG’s, 
SOP’s, live dispatch, rapid access video and photo updates for 
incidents and department activies, department forms, along with 
numerous other items to be added. We plan on pushing the enw site 
to benefit each of the member sand residents who review the site. 

- Department meeting will be held Monday, April 25th at 7:30PM. Topics 
of this meeting include: Department funds, training center process  
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and proposals, two pre-plan presentations (Premio Sausage and Front 
Porch property). We will likely provide the program for BBP and RTK. 
Expected duration is at least 2 hours. 

 
Dates to Remember: 
4/25/16 @ 7:30PM – Dept. meeting @ fire headquarters  
4/30/16 @ TBD @ TBD - 100 Year Anniversary coin toss fundraiser 
6/18/16 @ 12:00PM @ Bottagra’s - 100 Year Anniversary Celebration  
6/29/16 or 7/1/16 @ 10:00AM @ the Boys & Girls Club *Pending – see February minutes 

 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Communication Division:  
 
Members of the Communications Division reported that for the month of 
February 2016, Communications Division responded to: 0 alarms, 8 radio 
alarm(s), 0 still alarm(s), 0 standbys, and 6 drill(s) for a total of 13 alarms. 
In addition held 0 training(s) and 4 meetings.  
 
Radio switch boxes in Fieldcomm still have issues and there is an air leak in 
cascade booster.  
 
(5) members of the communication currently have turnout gear, for the 
exception of helmets. (1) member needs to be fitted for fire 1.  

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 

 
Fire Prevention: No report at this time.  
 
Ladies Auxiliary:  
 
Dot Geier: Thank you for all of the help at the fish and chips dinner. We 
had another great turnout.  
 
The truck is leaking oil. 

 
With the above noted exceptions, all equipment and members are in good 
working order. 
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Chief Speranza: We are aware of the leak and it is on the list for repairs at 
Fair Lawn. 

 
Junior FF’s (Explorer Program):  No report at this time. 
 
In School Program:  No report at this time.  
     
Hawthorne Day: No report at this time. 
 
100th Anniversary:  
 
The venue choice has been finalized and we have moved forward with 
Bottagra’s; a deposit of $1,650.00 has been submitted.  
 
120 more t-shirts have been ordered in the sizes needed. This leaves us with 
a total around 170 +/-.  
 
April 30th is our last fundraising attempt for the 100 year anniversary.  
 
(1,000) Plastic mugs have been ordered and will be available for purchase at 
$5.00 each the day of. (300) pint glasses have been orderd as well, these can 
be purched jointly with the plastic mug for $15.00 
 
Characturist/face painter has been hired and will be there from 12-4PM. 
*We must supply face paint for face painter. (2) Bands have offered to play at 
the event and will alternate. A fire truck slide has been secured for up to 4 
hours.  
 
It is requested that each company submit a history of their ‘house’. Please 
have by the next committee meeting so that it can be printed in the Ad 
Journal (it will take 2-4 weeks to be published).  
 
April 20th is the next committee meeting.  
 
C. Tamburro supplied a flyer for the 100 year anniversary to be 
advertised/distributed for any vendors that may be interested in placing  
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an ad in the Ad Journal. The cost per line is $5.00 and must be finalized no 
later than 4/30.  
 
C. Tamburro also supplied an additional flyer for a Dept. ‘painting party’ – 
percentage of the proceeds go for the 100 year anniversary. Event details 
below: 
 
Sunday, April 17, 2016 
4:00PM – 7:00PM 
@ Painting with a Twist, 200 Rock Road, Glen Rock, NJ 07452  
 
RSVP to Suzieq713@optonline.net by April 13th. Payment is needed before the 
event to secure your spot. Please make checks payable to the HFD 100th 
Anniversary. Please call (973) 670-0382 with any questions.  
 
Would like to publish both flyers on channel 77 and into the Hawthorne 
Press for expanded advertisment.  
 
Pricing for Kohlers has reduced from the initial quote.  
Keystone Light @ $ 53.00 per barrel *recommended  
Coors Light @ $ 67.00 per barrel 
Yengaling $79.00 
*other varieties available at per cost.  
*there is a price break after 20 barrels, TBD 
*Steve Winters is our point of contact. Chief Speranza or/ G. DeGroot will 
be the cooresponding contacts for the Dept.  
 
Kohlers offered to provide banners.  

 

Ordinance Committee:  
 
Training Center: A priority list has been provided to all board members. 
Repairs/updates pending funds.  
 
Safety Officers: No Report at this time.   
 
Exempt/ Relief: No report at this time.  
 

mailto:Suzieq713@optonline.net
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Website:  No report at this time.  

 
Old Business:  
 
Company 1: 
Capt. Tripicchio: *wanted to revisit the website issues  
Chief Speranza: A req. was originally submitted back in January and got 
held up at Borough, the site manager removed our website with no notice 
due to ‘lack of payment’. This was reconciled immediately and ended up 
working out in our favor. As stated in my Chief’s report, the site will be 
bigger, better, and full of more interactive items for the Dept. and 
residents.  

Company 2:  
Capt. Walker: Had final vote from (2) pending proposals.  
Chief Speranza: Proposal have been dismissed by companies due to votes at 
previous Fire Board.  

Company 3: No report at this time 

Company 4: No report at this time. 

Company 5: No report at this time. 

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.  

 

New Business:  
 
Oath of Office:  
 
Company 1: No report at this time. 
Company 2: No report at this time. 

Company 3: No report at this time. 

Company 4:  
Asst. Chief Van Der Velde: Is there a FF2 course coming up? 
Chief Speranza: Yes, please give me a list of interested individuals and I will 
get applications. Keep in mind that you can also get applications from 
Frank Vittorio moving forward in the future.  
Company 5: No report at this time.   

Chief’s Report: No report at this time.  

 



 
 
 

     Borough of Hawthorne 

Board of Fire Commissioners  
 

445 Lafayette Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ  07506 
www.hawthornefire.org 

                                                                                                    CORE STATEMENT                                                                                12 | 

P a g e  
Volunteers providing a professional service in 

 Fire Protection, Rescue Services and Fire Prevention 
To the citizens of Hawthorne. 

 

Chief Joseph Speranza 

973.423.5550 Office 

973.423.5089 Fax 

Clerk Lindsay Flowers 

973.423.2536 Office 

973.423.5089 Fax 

Good & Welfare:  
 
Company 1:  
Capt. Tripicchip: Ralph Malandrino is still in the hospital, Yoshi is still out 
on medical leave, and Mayben has been cleared to return.  
 
Chief Speranza: Jimmy Wess is on hospice. If you see him, wish him well..  
Company 2: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 3: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 4: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Company 5: All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
Chief Speranza: Ex-Asst. Chief John Gurriell’s father is not doing so well 
either, please keep him in your prayers.  
 
Chief’s Report:  
All members and equipment are good and in working order. 
 
Chief Speranza temporarily closed the Fire Board session and 
opened the meeting to public.  
 
Ex-Chief Tamburro: Next Thursday 4/13 @ 7:30-8:00PM will be the relief 
meeting; posted in Engine room.  
 
The Board members of the evening have received their companies rent 
books. Sheets must be posted in your engine room by statue. Clerk Flowers 
received copies of the docments as well for file.  
 
Need to setup a meeting to go over the Dept. roster. The state came up with 
a new affdavid that must be signed by the president, Dept. Chief and myself 
that all members under the age of 46 have been given the opportunity to 
join the State Association or/ have provided a letter declining with 
reason.  
 
Expressed his concern about elder members (who have been on the Dept. 
for an extended period of time) on medical leave or unfit condition due 
to age who do not wish to resign/retire. Is ther a way that we can ensure 
they receive a percentage?  
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Chief Speranza: This would be an ideal time to draft something up to 
secure.   
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Inquired who would be able to see the Dept. SOP/SOG 
on the upgraded website?  
Chief Speranza: The site has the capability for it to go either way. 
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Expressed his concerns that it may be best to keep such 
Dept. documents for Dept. access only (on the site).  
Chief Speranza: Doesn’t disagree – will take into account moving forward.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Tamburro: Anniversary coins have been distributed to all 
companies (all companies signed for them). They are $10.00 each if anyone 
wants an additional.  
 
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Note* The Sheriff Hazmat team is still going strong, 
there were rumors that it was being disbanded – disregard. Scuba team is up 
and available as well.   
Chief Speranza: Are they available to drill with?  
Ex-Asst. Chief Arturi: Yes, they are available to drill with. Give a couple 
weeks notice and something can be arranged.  
 

Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public and 
reopened to Board.  
 
Chief Speranza closed the Fire Board session to the public. 
 
Asst. Chief Longo: On behalf of my family and myself, we deeply appreciate 
and thank all of the members and their families for their support during 
the passing of my father.  
 
A motion of adjurnment was made Capt. Tripicchio and seconded by Asst. 
Chief Warner.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lindsay Flowers 
Board Secretary  


